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The Start Of Summer

The sun filtered in through the half-drawn curtains at Luke’s bed-
room window. The boy lay fast asleep;it had been a late night last
night , everybody from school had been at the party, celebrating the
end of exams and the start of summer.

Suddenly,a ringing noise broke the silence. Luke put out his
hand and brought it down heavily on the little alarm clock that
danced on his bedside table.

“That’s shut you up!” he smiled to himself. No more alarm
clocks , no more school bells,no more homework or studying for two
glorious months.

A Change Of Plan

Luke sat with his feet on the kitchen table,swigging' juice from a
huge carton”.

“Why are you up so early?” asked his mother , taking the carton
from him and pushing his feet to the floor.

“Pve got lots to do,”replied Luke,“I'm meeting Leo and some of
the others:we've decided to enter the district rap competition at the end
of August,and we need to start practicing. And that’s not all: Rocky’s
forming a band ,and he wants me to be on drums!”

Luke stuffed’ his muffin® into his mouth and started doing a fast
drumming action in the air,his arms flailing’.

“Well ,before you make too many plans,”said his mother, “I've
got some news for you. Your father and I have been called to Europe
on business for a month. I've been in touch with Bill and Barbara in
Ocean City and you're going there for a few weeks. ”

Luke’s face fell. “Mom, you must be joking. Ocean City? There’s
nothing for me to do there,it's full of old folk® and kids on holiday. You
know I can't stand the place. Aunt Barbara and Uncle Bill never go an-
ywhere either, they're always at home with Grandpa. ”
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1 Look at the example and find all the verbs in the

simple past tense in the text. List them in the appro-
priate columns, giving the infinitive forms.

REGULAR VERB IRREGULAR VERB
Siltered —to filter lay —to lie

2 Look at the list of adjectives below and circle the

i

ones that best describe how you feel on the first
day of your school holidays.

excited + bored - tired - miserable - happy - cross - de-
pressed - energetic - delighted - disappointed - pleased

Can you think of any other adjectives to describe
your feelings at the start of the school holidays?

NOTES
1. swigging :drinking in large quantities. 54k, kX 2%,
Wwih— BT
2. carton ; light cardborad for hloding goods. 4% % &
3. stuffed : pushed. X 3% , HL3%
4. muffin: a round, bread-like cake. #45%
5. flail . wave wildly. 47, R d7
6. old folk . old people. & A
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“Yes, your grandfather will be delighted' to see you again,” Luke’s
mother began.

“Well, I won’t be delighted to see him,” replied Luke rudely,
“he’s just an old @_siilz!”

Luke’s mother sighed. “It’s all fixed. I'm sorry to spoil your
plans Luke,but I'm afraid you can’t stay at home alone for a whole
month. You're just not old enough. ”

But Luke did not hear her ,he was already stamping upstairs to
his bedroom.

Arriving In Ocean City

Three days later, Luke sat miserably on his huge backpack at O-
cean City Greyhound® terminal , his personal stereo plugged into his
ears. He was waiting for Uncle Bill to arrive and thinking crossly
about all his friends at home,and all the things they were planning
to do in the next few weeks. . . without him. It just was not fair!

Luke was not looking forward to this month in Ocean City. He
had liked the place when he was a little kid. All small children like
seaside resorts with fairgrounds, circuses and all the usual attrac-
tions. But Luke was fourteen now,and he wanted to spend his time
doing other things. He liked street art,but here they would soon call
the cops if you set to work with a can of spray paint. He also loved
rap and rollerblading’ ,but those were not the sort of things that va-
cationers® in Ocean City seemed to like. '

Luke thought about his relatives and sighed audibly. Barbara
and Bill were kind enough,but they were not exactly wild. Grandpa
had actually been quite fun in his younger day&igf always ready for an
hour’s baseball in the yard. But now he just sat in a chair all the
time ,mumbling’ to himself in a low voice. He did not seem

AR & D £ F
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3 Read the brief passage below and fill in the spaces
using the verbs given in brackets.

During his summer vacation, Luke usually ( spend )
a lot of time with his friends.

He ( listen ) to loud music and
(play) his drums.

He(not/get up) early. In the eve-
ning, he often (go) to concerts
and he (get) home very late.

He ( never/start ) his homework

until the very last week!

4 How about you? Complete the passage below using
adverbs of frequency like: sometimes, always, nev-
er, often, usually.

During my summer holidays, I

NOTES

1. delighted: very happy. 224065 , & 3484

2. fossil: the impression'of a prehistoric plant or ani-
mal, hardened in rock (used colloquially to refer to
a person who is old and old-fashioned) . 4£.5

3. Greyhound: long distance bus service. & % ( & i&
AE)

4. cops: ( slang) police. &£ ({245 )

5. rollerblading: ( /A $-HE 840 8) 7 F ok

6.vacationers: tourists, holiday-makers. & fH #§ A

7.mumble: speak indistinctly. whvh £ 35, "5k
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to know what day of the week it was half the time, and Luke was
certain his Grandfather did not realize that we would now entered a
new century!

Just at that moment, Luke felt a hand fall on his shoulder. With
a start, he turned and looked up. It was Uncle Bill. Luke turned off
his music and pulled the earphones from his ears. '

“I was shouting to you from the parking lot,” said his uncle,
laughing , as they made their way to the car, “are you deaf or some-
thing? It must be all that loud music you kids seem to like nowa-
days. You know, it’ll probably do you good to have a quiet holiday
by the sea!”

Luke’s heart sank as he got in next to Uncle Bill.

As the car pulled up in front of the house, Luke could see his
grandfather in the garden. The old man was sitting in a white
wicker' chair with a blanket® over his knees. Aunt Barbara had
placed a cup of tea and a plate of cookies on a table beside him.
Both were untouched. He appeared to be reading the newspaper that
lay folded in his lap’,but when Luke looked more closely,he could
see that the old man was asleep.

Bill noticed the direction of Luke’s gaze®.

“He spends most of his time asleep nowadays,” he told his
nephew. “ Asleep or thinking about old times. He’s rather weak, you
know,”he went on, “we don’t really like leaving him at home
alone. ”

Luke felt depressed. He was beginning to realize that a month
here was going to seem a very long time indeed.

“What about Josie, that girl who used to live next door to you,is
she around this summer?” Luke asked his uncle, hopefully.

“I'm afraid not,” Bill replied, “that family moved away six
months ago,and the house is still empty. ”

A & D £ F
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5 Solve these anagrams to find the names of relatives
(family members ). The first one has been done for
you.

TUNA aunt
TAARHRGFNDE
RSSIET
RTMOEH
RDTHUAGE
LNEUC
RBOHTRE

ONS

NWEEPH
SNRGDNOA

NOTES

1. wicker :flexible twig or shoot ,used to weave baskets, .

chairs  ete. &, Hr a2l o9
2. blanket : a cover made from wool. £ ££.

3. lap . the front of a person who is sitting down( from
waist to knees) . ( 4 % &5 ) X B AT 3R
4. gaze :fixed stare. iT
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He noticed Luke’s disappointed' expression. “Let’s go and
wake your grandpa,” he said, “he’ll be so pleased you're here. ”

Bill walked over to the wicker chair. Luke followed reluctantly.
“Pop, Pop,” Bill said, shaking the old man’s shoulder gently.
“Wake up. The boy’s here. ..”

“Boy, what boy?” said Grandpa. His voice was small like a
child’s and, as he looked up,Luke decided that he had never seen
such a wrinkled-looking® face.

Grandpa’s hair — and he did not have very much — was wispy
and as white as snow. His pale eyes watered as he squinted* up into
the sun.

“It’s me, Luke,” Luke said, a little too fast. The old man
looked vague.

“Remember? Your grandson, from New York?”

“Never been there in my life,” said Grandpa, “but I've got a
son who lives there,and a grandson. ”

Luke looked at his uncle for help, but just then his aunt
appeared. “Don’t worry about it, honey,” she said, putting her arm
around the boy. “He doesn’t know me most of the time,and I'm his
own daughter. Come on. Let’s take your things upstairs. ”

The Tension Mounts

L.Lke hated his bedroom at Aunt Barbara’s. The wallpaper and cur-
tains were pink and his aunt had even put a vase of flowers in the win-
dow. But worst of all,it was right next door to Grandpa’s room.

“No loud music,Luke,” his aunt had wamed, “your grandpa’s
usually in bed by nine,and the walls are very thin. ”

“I thought you all said he was deaf,” Luke retorted under his
breath. This place was really beginning to feel like a jail and the
month ahead seemed to stretch out in front of him like an intermina-
ble’ sentence.

AP LEE



Pearl Harbor

® * @ 6 % 0 6 8 S O P B S 0 0 S P S S O E 2SS S S 6 OGS SO e e N e

7 Decide whether the following sentences are true(T)

or false( F) ,then write the false ones correctly.
T

m

a) Luke woke up early on the first day
of his vacation.

b) He was bored and did not know
what to do.

c) Luke has not got many friends.

d) Luke loved being in Ocean City

when he was a child.
e) Grandpa never played with Luke when

he was younger.
f) Luke is pleased because he can spend

some time with Josie.

g) Grandpa does not sleep much.
h) Luke thinks his room at Aunt Barbara’s

g oo a o aga Q
o do o o aa Qg

house is great.

NOTES

1. disappointed : frustrated ,unhappy. %k 2 ¢4, 4,49

2. wrinkled-looking:old and lined. 5 B 4 &t ¢4, %
AREN

3. wispy : thin and dry. 44 #%, IR.55 6%

4, squinted : looked withhalf-closed eyes. 4-4%, 8k % iR
WA

5. interminable : going on too long. & 43 K 8%




Mealtimes were not much better. Aunt Barbara said she was
sorry ,but pizzas and hamburgers were no good for an old man with
false teeth. As a result,the same things kept appearing on the table
fish, chowder', mashed potatoes, and soggy vegetables.

Luke could not bear being at the same table with his grand-
father. They had had soup one day,and Luke had watched, slightly
revolted” , as the old man lifted the spoon slowly to his lips, dribb-
ling’* soup down the front of his shirt as he did so. When the spoon
finally reached its destination, there had been a long loud sucking
sound ,and then a sigh. Again and again,until the bowl was empty.

“You still enjoy your soup,don’t you Pa?” Aunt Barbara had
laughed , taking the bowl away, “do you want some more?”

At this point, Luke had jumped up from the table hurriedly* ,
and found an excuse to get out into the sunshine.

One morning ,about two weeks after Luke’s arrival, Bill knocked
on the boy’s bedroom door. Luke was lying on the bed,his hands be-
hind his head,staring at the ceiling.

Bill entered. The room was in a dreadful state. Cola cans and
gum wrappers littered the floor, together with numerous magazines
and crumpled garments®. Bill fell over a sneaker® as he came in and
cursed to himself. _

“Look ,son, ” he began, “It’s time we had a chat. ”

Luke rolled his eyes upwards, “ Yeah,go on,” he said,as rude-
ly as he dared.

“Your aunt and I feel very disappointed that you aren’t trying
harder to get along with’ us all,” began Bill. “ Your grandfather
needs some young company. We thought it would be a real tonic for

him having you here for a few weeks. ”
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