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m A Search for the Letter

At Paris, just after dark one evening in the

autumn of 19th century, I was enjoying the
company' of an old friend, C. Auguste Dupin, in his
small library”. The door of the room was opened
suddenly and an old acquaintance’, Monsieur' G.,
head of the Paris police ', entered.

We were glad to see him, for” we had not seen
him for several years. Monsieur G. said that he had
come to consult’ us, or rather” to ask the opinion of
my friend Dupin, about some official business” which
was causing him a great deal of'" trouble.

“I will tell you in a few words'' what it is,” he
said, “before I begin, let me tell you that this is a
matter of the greatest secrecy'” and I might lose my
position'" if it became known that I had told someone
about it.”

“Proceed'’ ,” 1 said.

“Well, I have received confidential” information
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— Key Poiints
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1Lz small @9 (s 1HEML. R FAHIE.
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that a document' of great importance has been stolen
from the royal’ apartments. The thief is Minister’
D. The person from whom the letter was stolen’
needs the letter badly’. But, of course, he cannot
proceed openly’. And he has asked me to take care
of the problem.”

“My first act,” he went on®, “was to make a
careful inspection” of the minister’s apartment. Of
course, I had to do this secretly and without his
knowledge" because we do not want the minister to
know that we suspect’’ him. Fortunately, the daily
habits of the minister helped me greatly. He is
frequently'? absent from home at night. He has only
a few servants and they do not sleep in his
apartment. I have keys, as you know, with which I
can open any door in Paris. For three months, a
night has not passed in which'® I have not been busy
personally searching'' his apartment. It is now a
question of my honor and my reputation'”. In
addition’” , to mention a great secret, the reward is

enormous'’ . Therefore T did not discontinue the Search
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until' I was completely satisfied® that the thief is a
more clever man than I am®. I am sure that [ have
examined every corner of the apartment in which it is
possible that the paper can be hidden'.”

“But is it not possible’,” I suggested, “ that
although the minister has the letter, he has hidden it
somewhere out side the apartment?”

“Oh,no!” said the police officer. “Twice he has
been stopped on the street by my own men",
pretending to’ be thieves,and they have searched him
carefully under my own inspection.”

“Tell us,”said I,“exactly what you did in your
.starch of the apartment.”

“I have had long experience in these matters,”
answered the police officer. “ Thus, I examined the
apartment room by room”, spending an entire
week” in each room. We examined the furniture'” .

We opened every drawer, and I suppose you know

that for an experienced police officer such a thing
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as' a secret drawer is impossible. Next, we examined
the chairs. We removed® the tops’ from all the
tables.”

“But,” I said,“you were not able to take apart’
ali the pieces of furiture. That would be impossible. ”

“Of course,” he answered. *“But we did better.
We examined every sections of each piece of
furniture under a very powerful microscope’ —and
we found no indication’ or marks that the turnd or
marks that the furniture had been touched or
disturbed in any way’ to create a hiding place’ fot the
letter. After we had examined the furniture, we
examined the apartment itself. We divided the entire
surface into sections' , and gave a number'' to each

section so that we could not possibly miss any'”. Then

we inspected each square'* inch of the apartment.”
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A FurtherSearch

(14 Y ou examined the grounds around the
house?”

“Yes—but that gave us little trouble'. The
grounds are paved with® bricks’. We examined each
brick and also the grass between the bricks and found
no indication that anything had been touched or
moved. ”

“You looked among the minister’s papers, of
course, and into the books of his library?”

“Certainly, we opened every package’ . We not
only opened every book but turned every page’ in
cach volume”. We also inspected carefully the cover’
of each book with our microscope. ”

“You examined the floors beneath® the carpets?”

“Certainly! We removed every carpet and
’

examined every board’ beneath the carpets.”

“And the paper on the walls' ?7”
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certainly: [t & F JL PR AE LR E S IRME A suddenly,




12

“Yes.”

“You looked in the cellar'?”

“We did.”

“Then,” 1 said, “you have been making a
mistake”, and the letter is not in the apartment. ”

i

“I am afraid you are right,” said the officer.

“And now, Dupin, what would you advise me
to’ do?”

“I would advise you to make a second careful
search’ of the apartment,” said Dupin.

“But I am sure the letter is not in the
apartment,” said the officer.

“] have no better advice to give you,” said
Dupin. “of course, you have an accurate’description”’
of the letter.”

“Oh, yes,” said the officer. Then, producing’a
memorandum® book he began to read aloud a
detailed’ description of the missing letter'". Soon
afterward'' he left, more sad in spirit than I had ever

seen him before.

About’® a month later he visited us again. We were



