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Brief introduction of the book

. This book focuses on the breeding and cultivation of the fresh-eating corn and
popcorn. Apart from the preface, the book is composed of 15 chapters and 47 sec-
tions. Chapters 1-3 introduces the varieties of maize, the present status and develop-
ment on the production of the fresh-eating corn and popcorn briefly; They explain the
origin of maize and the formation and genetic basis of the fresh-eating corn and pop-
corn; And They discuss the breeding goals, germplasm resources and breeding meth-
ods in brief. Chapters 4-7 describe the variety succession of specialty corn, such as
sweet corn, waxy corn, popcorn and baby corn, the breeding goals of specialty com
and its breeding methods in detail. Chapter 8 is in transition from the breeding of
specialty corn to its cultivation, which introduces its water metabolism, carbon me-
tabolism and nitrogen metabolism in the process of its growth and development from
the point of view of crop cultivation and physiology. Chapters 9-11 belong to the
fields of crop cultivation , which contain a lot of information, such as the types of
sowing dates, the sole cropping and multiple cropping, the rotation of crops and
changing stubble, choosing the varieties of maize, the planting with isolated plots,
choosing the land and leveling the fields, the sowing techniques, the management of
fertilizer and water, the techniques of the management of the fields, harvesting the
maize and the techniques of the shed cultivation, including to the crop seedling pro-
duction in plastic shed greenhouse and transplanting the seedlings, and the plastic
film mulch etc. Chapter 12 shows the control of disease and insect pests. Chapter 13
introduces the processing of the fresh-eating corn and popcorn and its comprehensive
utilization. Chapter 14 also contains a lot of information, such as the production of
specialty corn seeds of inbred lines, the key techniques of cross breeding, the quali-
ty of seeds and their quality test. Chapter 15 focuses on the greatest scientific a-
chievements of the specialty corn breeding, including sweet corn breeding, waxy
corn breeding, popcorn breeding and baby corn breeding, which introduces many
new and good varieties of specialty corn in brief and describes their many characteris-

tics, such as the origin of varieties, their traits, their yields and qualities, the key
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techniques of their cultivation, and the suitable areas of planting them etc.

This book has many advantages. First of all, its data are accurate and reliable;
second, its description and discussion are appropriate and excellent; third, all
chapters have the same layout and the good forms; fourth, it is full of the scientific
and technological materials integrating theory with practice.

The purpose of the book is that of providing the scientific and technological in-
formation which is not only suitable for some scientists, college students and teachers
who regard as references, but also suitable for some officers who work at the adminis-
trative departments of agriculture and others in the basic level scientific research

groups.
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