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Preface

Guangxi-Zhuang Autonomous Region is situated in the south-
west of China. With 12 ethnic groups which include the Han,Zhuang,
Yao,Miao,Dong,Mulao,Maonan ,Hui, Jing, Yi,Shui and Gelao living
incompact communities, it has a population of more than 45 million
people, Women make up of about 50 per cent of the total population
and 40 per cent of them are ethnic minority. They have made great
contributions to the economic, cultural and social development in
Guangxi. ; : :

The Fourth World Conference On Women is scheduled to open in
Beijing in September, The theme of this conference is " Equality, De-
velopment and Peace”. It is a significant event for women at home and
abroad.

“Ethnic Minority Women In Guangxi, China”is compiled and
published as part of the preparatory work for the conference for the
following purposes :

» to publicize the bosition and roles of the ethnic minority women
in Guangxi’s economic and social development;

+ to display minority women’s achievements in the socialist con-
struction;

+ to introduce successful minority women in the reform;

» . to urge the whole society to show more concern for and give
more support to the development of the minority women and
promote their participation in the economic reform and various
social undertakings ;

*  to-encourage women in various circles to rally around the Party
Central Committee, under the core of the leadership Chairman

Jiang Zheming for a better future of Guangxi.



“Ethnic Minority Women In Guangxi, China”is the first reference
book to give a comprehensive and systemetic introduction of situa-
tions of women of 11 ethnic groups in Guangxi,which covers politics ,
economy ,culture ,customs ,marriage and family.

With rich and accurate data,the book bears a clear regional and
distinctive ethnic minority features,which will be of great value in the
study of the history and present situations of the ethnic minority
women in Guangxi, :

We now present the book to friends in various fields,who are en-
gaged in or care for the women’s cause,hoping that it will be a guide
book or reference book in the study of ethnic minority women in

Guangxi.

Lu Yujuan

President of Guangxi Women’s
Federation

August, 1995
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