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General preface for series

World heritage is the common wealth to all mankind, which records the history and trace of the Earth and human
civilization development respectively. So, the decline and dying out of any natural or cultural heritage would cause
irredeemable loss to the whole world. For this reason, Convention for the protectron of world culfural and natural
Lerrtage is the most intelligent appeal from twenty century mankind, and receives active answer from the whole world.
Up to now, there are 186 countries and regions contracted, making it one of the most far-reaching and participated
international conventions. Our country became the contracting party since 1985, and 38 sites have been inscribed in
World Herrtage List,which greatly promote the protection of world natural and cultural heritage.

Jiangxi province has been carrying out the Convention for the protection of world cultura/ and natural heritage of
the United Nations seriously, and putting the green ecological development strategy of Jiangxi province into practice,
enhance the protection and management of the heritage, and many national parks are listed in the national heritage
protection and management scope. Mt. Lushan, as the first one in Jiangxi province, was inscribed in the World fherriage
Zist by UN world heritage committee in 1996, for its unique way to blend historic relics with the natural beauty of
outstanding value, forming a cultural landscape of high aesthetic value and close connection with the Chinese national
spirit and cultural life. In 2008, UN world heritage committee spoke highly of Mt. Shangingshan national park. In their
opinion, Mt. Shangingshan displays unique granite column and peak in a relatively small area. Various granite stones
with delicate vegetation, views changing with distances and breathtaking climatic spectacle of Mt. Shangingshan
constitute a unique landscape, showing the beauty of natural to the world. The most outstanding value of Mt.
Shangingshan is the highly concentration of granite columns and peaks in all kind of shapes, its natural characteristic
is more exquisite than Mt. Huangshan. The outstanding universal value of Mt. Shanqingshan is admired worldwide,
and became the first world natural heritage in Jiangxi province. Today, as the typical example of early old stage Danxia
landform, Longhushan and Guifeng national park is one of the nominated sites of China Danxia serial nomination,its
outstanding universal value and unique landscape will be display and admire through the world natural heritage
application.

To further the research on Jiangxi natural heritage, sufficiently exploiting and improving the heritage value,
world heritage management committee of Jiangxi province conduct a deep investigation, make extensive international
comparison research according to world heritage criteria, form a relatively complete research system on natural heritage,
and publish this book. I believe this book will play an active role in introducing the precious natural ecological resources
of Jiangxi province to the outside, displaying the construction fruit of green ecological Jiangxi, spreading the scientific
knowledge of world natural heritage, arousing people’s awareness and wish to treasure the Earth, and advancing the
sustainable development of Jiangxi economics.

Hoping there will be more precious resources in Jiangxi inscribed in world heritage list.

And this is all for the preface.

Chen Junging
August, 2009
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Preface

Jiangxi is a beautiful place boasting amazing mountains & rivers, long history and many renowned personalities.
She is famous for her natural and human resources. The mother nature has endowed us with abundant natural resources
and a suitable environment. The Jiangxi people who are diligent, brave and intelligent, created the ancient civilization.
There are many natural and culture relics spread over this land, and those relics as a whole is among the forest of China
natural and cultural relics with its special values.

Longhushan-Guifeng is an outstang represent of our provincial natural heritage, it embodied earth science and
humanities, recorded the earth history of Xinjiang Basin and paleogeographic environment changes, paleoclimate
changes since the Cretaceous Period of the Mesozoic Era. The site is a typical example of broad valley scattered peak
forest of old stage Danxia landform, a foremost representative of natural beauty of Danxia peak forest landscape, a
natural model of China landscape painting, and the wintering ground of the biggest Mergus squamatus group known
to the world. As early as 2600 years ago, our forefathers have been inhabited here, the delicate combination of scenery,
environment and culture, graft Chinese civilization onto natural beauty, set an example of harmony between human and
the nature.

To share the treasure, the Chinese government selected 6 sites from more than 780 Danxia landform to
propose as the World Natural Heritage nominee, Longhushan-Guifeng is one of 6 sites, and the experts from home
and abroad began a hard journey to apply for the world natural heritage, they launch a more painstaking and hard
science investigation and research. By joint efforts of those experts and work staff of the scenic spot, the mystery
of Longhushan-Guifeng is gradually unveiled, and its universal values have been acknowledged worldwide. The
publication of Researcl on Longhushan-Guiténg natural herriage values is right on time! This book describe the forming
causes of Longhushan-Guifeng topography from the aspect of earth evolutional history, prove its outstanding universal
values in earth history, biologic diversity natural beauty and other aspects, analyse the present state of protection and
management, bring forward action plans of protection and management. The book provides science evidences for the
inscription of Longhushan-Guifeng in the World Natural Heritage, and lay the foundation for scientifically protect the
resources in Longhushan-Guifeng.

With the development of modern science and improvement of people’s crave for knownledge, more and more
people want to know the knownledge and science theory behind the Natural Heritage. So, deeply explore and fully
describe the science connotation and values become an urgent problem. Wish more experts and scholars will take part in
Longhushan-Guifeng Natural Heritage values research.

Yang Xianping
August, 2009
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