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FOREWORD

the 60" anniversary for foundation of the People’s Republic of China with briliant achieverments for 30 years' reform and opening up.

since the holding of last National Exhibition of Fine Arts, China's socialistic modemization made tremendous progress again, the
 national power was further enhanced and intemational influence was further expanded, especially the CPC Central Committee
il has proposed to regard civilization construction of economy, politics, culture, society and ecology as the overall layout of
Stion with Chinese characteristics, which provided development and prosperity of contemporary Chinese literary and fine arts with
opportunity.

) background, the grand Eleventh National Exhibition of Fine Arts is open. Responding to the CPC Central Committee’s great
1development and prosperity of socialistic culture” and “creating new high tide for construction of socialistic culture”, with the
forward national spirit and reflecting feature of era” and the tenet of “building style of Chinese culture and shaping image
it promotes succession and innovation of artistic concept, content, style and genre, pushes abundance and development
matter, form and means for creation, tries to find new artists and fine works and displays outstanding artistic achievements in
which is both the realistic requirement for development of the times and the purpose of the exhibition of this time.

( Exhibition of Fine Arts is listed as the key project of celebration for the 60" anniversary for foundation of People’s Republic of
fime for the Ministry of Culture, China Federation of Literary and Art Gircles and China Artists Association to jointly sponsored the
\ the Party and govemment departments, culture departments (bureaus) and Federation of Literary and Art Circles in different
country attached great importance, and all the members in China Artists Association, all the exhibition areas and all the units of fine
Jpport. The artists participated passionately and created eamestly. Many departments actively encouraged and organized the artists
deliberate works, missioned experts to review, guide and discuss in all places of the country and took action to adjust settings
as, perfect the assessment mechanism, strengthen supervision and management, and improve the level of the exhibition.

al Exhibition of Fine Arts will be held in two phases. The first stage is partition exhibition in different places for various professional
st to October, 2009. Exhibition area for traditional Chinese painting is in Shanghai, oil painting in VWuhan, print in Nanjing,
n, watercolor and gouache in Panjin, fresco in Beiing, lacauer painting and pottery in Xiamen, artistic design in Shenzhen,
ng, Macao and Taiwan in Shantou, while animation and comic, new year painting, cartoon, picture story, illustration and
ial are in Harbin. 3,700 works wil be exhibited in all exhibition areas totally. The second stage is awarded works exhibition 1o
and excellent works selected from all exhibition areas at Beijing in the end of 2009. The awarded works will won the First Creation
Arts Award at the same time and the exhibition of this time will select the First Theoretical Comment Prize and Lifetime Achievement
 Award.
the People’s Republic of China and resonating with the new era, the National Exhibition of Fine Arts with 60 years' history is
culiural activities continuously held for the longest time in our country. It played an important role and made positive contribution
opment of literature and arts in the People’s Republic of China. The achievements of Chinese fine arts creation in past five
the Eleventh National Exhibition of Fine Arts fully reflect that the fine arts workers follow direction of “two targets” and policy
with valuable spirit to study and seek unremittingly, talent and enthusiasm for artistic creation, and reflect literary and art workers'
1 ﬁrrﬂ belief to try to build contemporary Chinese fine arts with style of Chinese culture and innovative spirit of the times. The
of Fine Arts is a new chapter of heavy color as the sequel for history of Chinese fine arts written by numerous artists in
s the gifft for the 60" birthday of New Chinal

Ministry of Culture of the People’s Republic of China
: China Federation of Literary and Art Circles
w China Artists Association
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PREFACE

Exhibited at Xiamen Art Gallery are lacquer painting and pottery works presented in the 1 1" National Exhibition of Fine
Arts.

Lacquer is the main raw material in lacquer painting. China is the origin of world lacquer craftwork with a long history
of over 7,000 years. The lacquer ware technique first used in coating pottery in the New Stone Age witnessed great
progress in the Warring States period. In Records of History, Zhuangzi was described “to attempt to be an official in a
lacquer factory”. In Han Dynasty, the lacquer craftwork was promoted to an unprecedented peak. The more than 500
pieces of lacquer wares unearthed in No. 1 and No. 3 Han tombs of Changsha Mawangdui are so incomparably fine
that the people today still exclaim in great surprise.

Modern lacquer painting, as an independent art form, started in 1930s. Through efforts of Chinese artists for
generations, much progress has been made in lacquer painting arts. In 1964, lacquer painting works were first
presented in the national exhibition of fine arts. In 2001, China Artists Association set up Lacguer Painting Art
Committee, marking the entry of China’s lacquer painting into the 21* century with a new profile.

Lacquer painting is located in the overlapped area of integrating painting and craftwork, which requires modeling
and innovation of painting, and excellence of craftwork and technigue. Lacguer paintings are made from various raw
materials including natural lacquer, lacquer-related materials, metals, wood, stones, egg and shells and so on. It often
takes several months to one and half years to make a piece of lacquer painting. Thanks to the physical properties of
materials and diversification of expressive technigues, lacquer paintings have artistic elegance irreplaceable by other
types of painting. By means of cutting, engraving, stacking, embedding and milling, lacquer painters can enable their
works to demonstrate unique expressions and artistic individualities. Nowadays, there are a large mount of lacquer
painting innovation teams in Fujian, Guangdong, Jiangxi, Jiangsu, Zhejiang, Heillongjiang and other provinces. China
lacquer paintings dependent upon traditional lacquer coating technique are glowing with brilliance and showing
prosperity and dynamics.

Lacquer is materialistic while lacquer painting is spiritual. Now China lacquer paintings have grown into an art form
with strong expressive power. However, it's deep rooted in Chinese culture and lacquer craftwork traditions of 7,000
years. The lacquer painters today not only inherit traditional techniques but also make innovations with the spirit and
artistic concepts of contemporary people. As shown in the lacquer painting works presented in this national exhibition
of fine arts, there are grand and freehand expressive pursuit and meticulous realistic expression, and multitude of
innovation attempt borrowing other types of painting, other art forms and overseas art languages and technigues,
showing a multi-directional, dynamic and delightful situation. The 286 pieces of lacquer painting exhibited in this
national exhibition of fine arts are selected from the 1,641 pieces of lacquer painting presented across the country.
They verify the features above and persuasively demonstrate that the general arts level of lacquer painting has been
prominently improved compared with last national exhibition of fine arts.

Pottery craftwork is both young and old. It's arts of earth, of fire and of men all the more. In 1947, Picasso made
large number of pottery works at the small town Vallori, which inspired many people then. Modern pottery artists
are different from traditional pottery craftsmen in terms of strengthening of “non-pragmatic” concepts. If in the past
more attention were given to the ware itself from modeling, glazing, figuring and firing in batch production, now what
is emphasized in “pottery craftwork” is handicraft and making of single ware, making more prominent the individual




features of the artists and quality of the raw materials. The innovation of modern pottery craftwork can express the
artistic concepts of the authors mainly via such elements as modeling, material, texture, figure decoration and glazing,
S0 as 1o reflect the innovation orientation of retuming to the Nature and showing individuality.

With the connection of pottery earth and handicraft, modem pottery craftwork has been in a wide and free space
for expression. China's modern pottery craftwork has been in the sight of general public since the end of 1970s.
Following development in such not-so-long 30 years, outstanding achievements have been made in pottery
craftwork. In 2000, Pottery and Porcelain Art Committee of China Artists Association were set up, opening a new
historical chapter for the innovation of pottery craftwork.

Pottery craftwork holds direct kinship with classic traditions, folk arts and our cultural memories. Meanwhile, as a
newly-emerged art form, modem pottery craftwork exceptionally emphasizes exploration, openness and innovation
awareness, with strong quality of experimentation. As shown in the pottery works present in this national exhibition of
fine arts, there are works focusing on modeling or decoration, making prominent raw materials or color-termperature
technique features, focusing on traditional spirit or modern concepts for expression, with a diversification of cultural
foundation and innovation idea. China's pottery artists have known how to express their spiritual comprehension with
earth and fire. The techniques are characteristic of diversified and multi-directional development, including kneading
and pressing with hands, rowing and scratching with hard tocls, rubbing or plucking with soft tools. The cracks and
rumples of pottery earth, raw material texture of glaze and the special effect of sculpture and painting might all have
been transformed into innovative elements of arts by the authors consciously. Several of pottery works present in this
exhibition are deliberately designed to demonstrate the special qualities of metals, paper and cloth, wood and stone,
and even animals and plants with pottery earth. Such pursuit might not the mainstream direction of pottery craftwork,
but it can show the audience the diversity and new possibility of pottery language. The 121 pieces of pottery works
exhibited here are selected from the 1,934 pieces of works presented from across the country. They not only
reflect the latest progress made in contemporary China's pottery craftwork but also demonstrate the pioneering and
enterprising spirit trace of pottery artists.

Upon strict review in this exhibition, there are 1 piece of gold prize nomination, 3 pieces of silver prize nomination, 3
pieces of bronze prize nomination, and 4 pieces of excellent work nomination for lacquer painting works, and there
are 1 piece of gold prize nomination, 1 piece of silver prize nomination, 3 pieces of bronze prize nomination, and 2
pieces of excellent work nomination for pottery works. These excellent works will be gathered in Beiling and jointly
exhibited along with other outstanding works selected in other types of arts. The undertakers for this exhibition,
Xiamen Municipal Government, Fujian Federation of Literature and Art Circles, Xiamen Culture Bureau, Fujian Artists
Association and Xiamen Art Gallery, have invested a lot in human power and materials in preparation, organization
and exhibition layout which made it possible to hold the exhibition as scheduled, for which we are grateful.
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