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A Srory of L

Once upon a time, in a remote country, there was a small river,
with rapid water running between banks.

A girl, L and a boy B were separated by the river. She loved the
boy, but couldn’t pour out her love unless she crossed the river.
Unfortunately, she couldn’t swim.

So, L had to ask H and S for help.

H said to her, “I can help you, but you will have to marry me.”
The girl thought for a moment and said, “If I marry you, how can I win
B’s love?”

And so she turned to S, who could help her, but required a one-
night stand.

L had to make a choice between both of them. At last, she chose
S .... Of course, S kept his word, and helped L cross the river.

Before long, B heard about the story and said to L, “I appreciate
very much what you have done for me. But I can’t love you for that.
What you did has nothing to do with me ....”

L felt she was hurt deeply.

There was another girl, M, on the bank, who heard of the story
and decided to marry the boy.

That’s the story I want to tell you.

This story, in fact, is a psychological test. You can put the five
people in an order from “good” to “bad” according to your own value.

Ok. Done? Don’t spend too much time on it.
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Comment

If you use the principle of permutations and combinations, there
are 120 results or so.

However you rank them, there is no “right” or “wrong”; in fact,
the five people stand for five primary concerns in our lives. Their
names L, H, S, B and M all stand for one of these concerns. Your
ranking reveals how you treasure them. What counts here is which one
you would like to put first.

L—LOVE; H—HOME; S—SEX; B—BUSINESS; M—MONEY.

Whichever is ranked the first is reasonable.

If L is on the first: L puts love above everything else and she is
always ready to sacrifice herself for it.

The reason for H to be on the top; H is a man who dares to
undertake responsibility.

The reason to put S first is that he requires fair play.

Of course, it is also plausible to put B on the top: he is very sober-
minded.

If you put M first, perhaps it is because she is very generous and
lets bygones be bygones.

This is a very good psychological test convincing thousands of
people. It reveals profoundly your understanding about the five primary
concerns in your life.

There is an answer quite contrary to our expectation: an American

put S first, explaining that only S was fair play. This shows the
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different concepts held by Americans.

The river has, in fact, separated two categories of things with
love, family and sex on one bank, and business and money on the
other. They are not on the same side, and so it is difficult for them to
join each other just as two banks of a river can only parallel to each
other. L loved B, but M finally married B.

A Chinese saying goes: loyalty and filial piety cannot co-exist®.
They are mutually exclusive, just like the two separated banks.

We can always draw great inspiration from a small story.

@ Loyalty and filial piety stand for two basic moral conceptions of the ancient
Chinese people. Generally speaking, loyalty means loyal to the king, and filial piety
means supporting one’s parents. When a man chooses loyalty, this means he has to give
up filial piety, conversely, it’s the same. So, we say that you cannot give your loyalty and
filial piety at one time.
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