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English for Academic Success Series

SERIES EDITORS
Patricia Byrd, Joy M. Reid, Cynthia M. Schuemann

1 What is the Purpose of This Series?

The English for Academic Success series is a2 comprehensive program of student and in-
structor materials. For students, there are four levels of student language proficiency textbooks in
three skill areas (oral communication, reading, and writing), and a supplemental vocabulary text-
book at each level. For both instructors and students, a useful website supports classroom teach-
ing, learning, and assessment. In addition, for instructors, there are four Essentials of Teaching
Academic Language books (Essentials of Teaching Academic Oral Communication, Essentials of
Teaching Academic Reading, Essentials of Teaching Academic Writing, and Essentials of Teach-
ing Academic Vocabulary). These books provide helpful information for instructors who are new
to teaching and for experienced instructors who want to reinforce practices or brush up on cur-
rent teaching strategies.

The fundamental purpose of the series is to prepare students who are not native speakers of
English for academic success in U.S. college degree programs. By studying these materials, stu-
dents in English for Academic Purposes (EAP) programs will gain the academic language skills
they need to learn about the nature and expectations of U.S. college coutses.

The series is based on considerable prior research as well as our own investigations of stu-
dents’ needs and intereéts, instructors’ needs and desires, and institutional expectations and re-
quirements. For example, our survey research revealed what problems instructors feel they face in
their classrooms and what they actually teach; who the students are and what they know and do
not know about the “culture” of U.S. colleges; and what types of exams are required for admis-

sion at various colleges.

Student Audience

The materials in this series are for college-bound ESL students at U.S. community colleges
and undergraduate programs at other institutions. Some of these students are U.S. high school
graduates. Some of them are long-term U.S. residents who graduated from a high school before
coming to the United States. Others are newer U.S. residents. Still others are more typical inter-

national students. All of them need to develop academic language skills and knowledge of ways
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to be successful in U.S. college degree courses.

All of the books in this series have been created to implement the English for Academic
Success competencies. These competencies are based on those developed by ESL instructors and
administrators in Florida, California, and Connecticut to be the underlying structure for EAP
courses at colleges in those states. These widely respected competencies assure that the materials
meet the real world needs of EAP students and instructors.

All of the books focus on...

® Starting where the students are, building on their strengths and prior knowledge (which is
considerable, if not always academically relevant), and helping students self—identify needs
and plans to strengthen academic language skills

# Academic English, including development of Academic Vocabulary and grammar required
by students for academic speaking/listening, reading, and writing

® Master Student Skills, including learning style analysis, strategy training, and learning about
the “culture” of U.S. colleges, which lead to their becoming successful students in degree
courses and degree programs

® Topics and readings that represent a variety of academic disciplinary areas so that students
learn about the language and content of the social sciences, the hard sciences, education, and
business as well as the humanities

All of the books provide...

® Interesting and valuable content that helps the students develop their knowledge of academic
content as well as their language skills and student skills

® A wide variety of practical classroom—tested activities that are easy to teach and engage the
students

® Assessment tools at the end of each chapter so that instructors have easy-to-implement ways
to assess student learning and students have opportunities to assess their own growth

® Websites for the students and for the instructors: the student sites provide additional oppor-
tunities to practice reading, writing, listening, vocabulary development, and grammar. The
instructor sites provide instructor’s manuals, teaching notes and answer keys, value-added
materials like handouts and overheads that can be reproduced to use in class, and assessment

tools such as additional tests to use beyond the assessment materials in each book.
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1 What Is the Purpose of the Reading Strand?

The four books in the Reading strand focus on the development of reading skills and gen-
eral background knowledge necessary for college study. These books are dedicated to meeting
the academic needs of ESL students by teaching them how to handle reading demands and ex-
pectations of freshman-level classes. The reading selections come from varied disciplines, reflect-
ing courses with high enrollment patterns at U.S. colleges. The passages have been chosen from
authentic academic text sources, and are complemented with practical exercises and activities that
enhance the teaching-learning process. Students respond positively to being immersed in content
from varied disciplines, and vocabulary and skills that are easily recognized as valuable and appli-
cable.

Because of the importance of academic vocabulary in both written and spoken forms, the
Reading strand features attention to high-frequency academic words found across disciplines. The
books teach students techniques for learning and using new academic vocabulary, both to recog-
nize and understand the words when they read them, and to use important words in their own
spoken and written expressions.

In addition to language development, the books provide for content and academic skill de-
velopment with the inclusion of appropriate academic tasks and by providing strategies to help
students better understand and handle what is expected of them in college classes. Chapter objec-
tives specified at the beginning of each chapter include some content area objectives as well as
reading and academic skills objectives. For example, student work may include defining key con-
cepts from a reading selection, analyzing the use of facts and examples to support a theory, or
paraphrasing information from a reading as they report back on points they have learned. That
is, students are not taught to work with the reading selections for some abstract reason, but to
learn to make a powerful connection between working with the exercises and activities and
success with teacher-assigned tasks from general education disciplines. The chapter objectives are
tied to the series competencies which were derived from a review of educator-generated course
expectations in community college EAP programs and they reflect a commitment to sound peda-
gogy.

Each book has a broad “behind-the-scenes” theme to provide an element of sustained con-
tent. These themes were selected because of their high interest for students; they are also topics
commonly explored in introductory college courses and so provide useful background for stu-
dents. Materials were selected that are academically appropriate but that do not require expert
knowledge by the teacher. The following themes are explored in the Reading strand-Book 1:
Society, Book 2: Enduring Issues, Book 3: Diversity, and Book 4: Memory and Learning.

3
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The series also includes a resource book for teachers called Essentials of Teaching Academic
Reading by Sharon Seymour and Laura Walsh. This practical book provides strategies and activities
for the use of instructors new to the teaching of reading and for experienced instructors who
want to reinforce their practices or brush up on current teaching strategies.

The website for each book provides additional teaching activities for instructors and study
and practice activities for students. These materials include substantial information on practical
classroom-based assessment of academic reading to help teachers with the challenging task of anal-
ysis of student learning in this area. And, the teacher support on the series website includes print-

able handouts, quizzes and overhead transparency forms, as well as teaching tips from the authors.

[ What Is the Organization of College Reading 1?7

College Reading 1 incorporates intellectually stimulating reading material and language exer-
cises to help low-intermediate level college bound ESL students begin bridging the gap in prepar-

ing for academic study.
Themes

Six chapters of readings in psychology, geology, sociology, art, technology, and science pre-
sent concepts and language that many students will encounter in future courses. The academic
disciplines have been chosen to match courses that ESL students most often take in U.S. colleges
and universities. The scope of the topics is broad enough to cover a range of interests for students

and teachers.
Competencies

College Reading 1 develops the reading competencies listed on
page xvii, and referred to as objectives at the start of each chapter. Additional content specific ob-
jectives are also listed there. These competencies are developed and reinforced in logical sequence
based on reading assignments and hierarchical task complexity.
Reading Development

® Recognizing topics, finding main ideas and supporting details, and recognizing organiza-

tional patterns are part of the reading essentials in this book.
® Developing critical thinking skills such as making predictions, ~drawing conclusions, and

contrasting fact vs. opinion are also addressed.
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Academic Success

Special feature elements include reading strategy boxes, and Master Student Tips, to high-
light important advice for students, and Power Grammar notes to draw attention to grammar
shifts that influence meaning. Rather than “grammar in context,” College Reading 1 exploits
“grammar from [the] context,” of the readings'. For example, through reading, students learn to
examine parts of speech, explanation or definition markers, and language features that characterize

different writing styles found in academic passages.
Content Knowledge

® Three readings per chapter theme facilitate sustained content reading.

® Content skill building is present in every chapter, from learning about heredity and intelli-
gence in Chapter 1 to understanding relationships between art and society in Chapter 2, to
analyzing human behaviors in Chapter 4, and to considering questions of ethics and re-

search in Chapter 6.
Vocabulary Development

Vocabulary development is a key feature of College Reading I, so each reading selection
was analyzed for its Flesch-Kincaid Grade Level and other factors to ensure that readings were ap-
propriate for this level.

The Web Vocabulary Profiler’ was used to identify academic® and high-frequency* vocabulary
items in each selection. These analyses aid teachers tremendously in determining which vocabulary
items should be stressed in pre-and post-reading activities. College Reading 1 features a range of
vocabulary-building activities aimed at student retention of academic and high-frequency words.

Academic vocabulary words in the reading selections are unobtrusively marked with dotted

underlines and a footnoted glossary provides extra help for students when needed.

1. Byrd, P. and Reid, J. (1998) Grammar in the Composition Classroom. Boston: Heinle.

2. The Web Vocabulary Profiler, maintained by Tom Cobb, analyzes a reading to identify academic and high-fre-
quency vocabulary words within the text. A link to his site can be found by visiting our site at elt.heinle.
com/collegereading.

3. Academic words refers to the Acadqmic Word List compiled by Dr. Averil Coxhead of Massey University, New
Zealand. These 570 word families are commonly found in academic texts from all subjects. A link to her site
with the complete list can be found by visiting our website at elt.heinle.com/collegereading.

4. High-frequency vocabulary words refer to the 2,000 most frequently used words, the General Service List of
English words, also known as the West List (1953).

5
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Chapter Organization and Exercise Types

Each chapter is clearly divided into sections marked Reading Assignment 1, 2, etc. The
Reading Assignment sections include common features that indicate prereading, reading, and
postreading activities. Following the Reading Assignment sections, each chapter has a final com-

ponent called Assessing Your Learning at the End of a Chapter.
Getting Ready to Read

Schema-building activities—photographs, group discussions, etc.—activate students’ prior
knowledge before reading. Students also study potentially unfamiliar vocabulary and key concepts

and terms in the academic discipline before they read.
Reading for a Purpose

In this section, readers are guided to read for specific information through prereading tasks
such as prediction of ideas, formation of prereading questions responding to short pretest items,
and other exercises. These activities focus readers’ attention on a particular purpose for reading:
finding key ideas.

Demonstrating Comprehension Instead of monotonous comprehension exercises, College
Reading 1 features a variety of interest-peaking activities to monitor comprehension. After each
reading, there is not just one or two, but multiple opportunities to assess comprehension. Main
idea, major points, supporting ideas, text organization, and confirmation of prereading tests and
other activities provide repeated checks of students’ understanding of reading.

Questions for Discussion Once students demonstrate a basic understanding of a reading
selection, they delve more deeply into its content and language through group and pair discus-
sions. Students write complete sentence answers to the questions after their discussions to exploit
the language gained from reading in developing writing skills.

Reading Journal The reading journal feature also facilitates the reading-writing link. Students
express reactions to key ideas in reading or write extended answers to discussion questions. Jout-
nal writing also serves as another way to check reading comprehension.

Learning Vocabulary Each chapter includes directed vocabulary learning exercises and
strategy suggestions for students.

Focusing on (Subject Area) Here students are exposed to more in depth exercise types that
focus on content learning expectations or assignments from the different discipline areas associated

with each chapter.
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Linking Concepts In this section, readers synthesize information gained from two or more

sources and transfer ideas from reading to their experiences. Students express these connections in

discussion and writing,

Assessing Your Learning at the End of a Chapter

This final section of each chapter asks students to revisit the chapter objectives in a reflective

manner, and review for a test. Then, a practice self—test tied to the objectives is provided. Stu-

dents can test themselves on their understanding and retention of important content and language

features in the readings. The items in the student practice tests are similar to items included on

the sample tests provided for instructors to use.  (Visit the series website at elt.heinle.com/col-

legereading.) Finally, academic vocabulary from the chapter is also revisited, and a For Further

Study web link reminder is provided for students.

1 What Student Competencies Are Covered in College Reading 17

Description of Overall Purposes

Students develop the ability to read text on familiar, basic academic topics with an emphasis

on vocabulary expansion and application of critical reading skills.

Materialy in this texthook are designed with the following minimum exit objectives in mind:

Competency 1:
(level/global focus)

Competency 2:

(components)

Competency 3:

(organization)

Competency 4:
(vocabulary)

The student will comprehend texts appropriate to the

level on familiar academic topics with emphasis on vocabulary expansion.
(Sources include material from secondary textbooks, approximate readability
level 6—9)

The student will distinguish between main ideas, such

as theories to be learned, and supporting information/ details/examples in se-
lected texts.

The student will use textual clues to identify simple

patterns of organization (e.g., connectors and transitions) to comprehend read-
ing passages appropriate to the level.

The student will develop vocabulary by recognizing

context clues and using roots, affixes, definition, restatement, and appositive

clues.
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Competency 5:  The student will develop strategies for discriminating
(vocabulary) important terminology to be learned for academic purposes such as test-taking,
writing, and classroom discussion.
Competency 6:  The student will develop the following critical thinking skills when reading
(critical thinking) The student will:
draw plausible conclusions from stated information.

a.
b. make simple plausible predictions.

[g]

. transfer insights gained from readings to personal experiences.

o

. apply content knowledge to academic tasks such as solving problem sets, tak-
ing tests, or completing other work that would be required by a discipline
instructor, based on subject matter content.

Competency 7:  The student will recognize that the ultimate purpose for reading for college

(purpose) students is to gain content knowledge for use in other tasks.

Competency 8:  The student will recognize limited cultural references.

(culture)

Competency 9:  The student will enhance English/English dictionary skills.

(dictionary)

Competency 10: The student will develop an awareness of study skills necessary when reading

(study strategies)  for academic purposes.

71 What Are the Features of the Reading Books?

The English for Academic Success series is a comprehensive program of student and in-
structor materials. The fundamental purpose of the program is to prepare students who are not
native speakers of English for academic success in U.S. college degree programs.

The Reading strand of the English for Academic Success series focuses on the development
of reading skills and general background knowledge. It is dedicated to meeting the academic
needs of students by teaching them how to handle the reading demands and expectations of
freshman-level college classes. The four books provide reading selections from authentic academic
text sources and practical exercises and activities that enhance the teaching-learning process. Students
respond positively to being immersed in vocabulary, content, and skills that are easily recognized

as valuable and applicable.

Authentic Academic Reading Selections The reading selections come from varied disci-
plines reflecting freshman-level courses with high enrollment patterns at U.S. colleges. The selections

represent true reading demands college students face.
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Content and Academic Skill Development In addition to language development, the
books provide for content and academic skill development with the inclusion of appropriate aca-
demic tasks and by providing strategies to help students better understand and handle what is ex-

pected of hem in college classes.

Academic Vocabulary Academic vocabulary is important in both written and spoken
forms, so the Reading strand features attention to high-frequency academic words found across
disciplines. The books teach students techniques for learning and using new academic vocabulary

and provides many practice exercises.
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Power Grammar Boxes Students can be very diverse in their grammar and rhetorical
needs so each chapter contains Power Grammar boxes that introduce the grammar structures stu-

dents need to be fluent and accurate in academic English.

Ancillary Program The following items are available to accompany the English for Aca-
demic Success series Reading strand:

® Instructor website: Additional teaching materials, activities, and robust student assessment.

m Student website: Additional exercises and activities.

8 The English for Academic Success series Vocabulary books: You can choose the appropri-
ate level to shrinkwrap with your text.

#® The Essentials of Teaching Academic Reading by Sharon Seymour and Laura Walsh is

available for purchase. It gives you theoretical and practical information for teaching oral
communication.
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