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A Brief Introduction

As nucleuses of Qianlong-Jiaqing academic school
in Qing dynasty, Wang Niansun and Wang Yinzhi made
significant contributions in the history of Chinese culture
and learning, especially in the study of ancient books and
linguistics. The works of two Wangs from Gaoyou led
the way of ancient Chinese textual criticism to moderniza-
tion, are the milestone in traditional Chinese linguistics.
As well-read and cute intellectuals, the two Wangs from
Gaoyou broke through the shackles of the forms, ob-
served and studied Chinese characters from sound lan-
guage, thus solved many problems in ancient books un-
explained by their predecessors. This book widely col-
lects the historical data on the two Wangs, records their
principle life courses, and begins with the exploration of
their academic thoughts and methodological principles,
comments emphatically their academic achievements.
Through the combination of theory with practice, this
book focuses on practical issues in current academic areas
including annotation and collation of ancient books, com-
pilation of dictionaries, etc. , and proves the permanent

academic vitality of Wang’s theories.
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