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Preface

I am so happy to see that this book has finally been published more than
two year’s efforts of editing.

I am happy because this book is a first ever book with a theme on danc-
ing costumes, which ensembles 22 elderly-aged, middle-aged and young
dancing costume designers who are so keen in this field during the time of
New China into one book, and for the first time discusses the notion and
imaging features of dancing costumes and tells a brief outline of the devel-
opment of Chinese dancing costumes. It employs a mode of résumé, article,
stage pictures and designing sketches to exhibit the result of the designers
with their mature achievements in dancing costumes designing. The more
than 20 articles are especially valuable since they are all theoretical analysis
and summaries of what these designers get from their work and their
experiences, and the contents of these articles talk about the different as-
pects of dancing costumes designing. This book, no matter in the field of
clothing, field of dancing, or field of stage producing, is the ever first for
showing a theoretical discussion within the career in such a big scale. This
book not only fills in a vacancy in the academic work, but also promotes the
development of this career in the country. This book has a positive signifi-
cance both in the field of practice and theory.

The relationship between dancing and dancing costumes is a closely linked
one. Even in the primitive times, when the human being danced with a
purpose, they were realizing the intimate relations between the two. Along
with the civilization of the dancing career in China, the ancient Chinese cre-
ated a rich cultural heritage of dancing costumes. From the historical liter-

ary recordings, from the primitive rock paintings, and from the dancing



images of the different dynasties, we can still see the splendid traces of the
ancient dancing costumes...... However, it was after the establishment of New
China that people got a real chance to appreciate the dance performance as
well as the featured dancing costumes. It’s a result dedicated by a big bunch
of designers who use their brains and their love for dance and put the danc-
ers into beautiful packages. They have devoted all their life-long efforts
making the dances of the period more beautiful and charming, and have
exhibited the Chinese dances and dancing costumes in a more excellent way,
while they have stayed behind the scene and the glamour without being
noticed like a green leaf to match a red flower. This is the job of a dancing
costumes designer’s, and this is a history with shining bright light.

Many dancing costumes designers of the elder generation have already
left the career, and some of them have left us for good. But, the Chinese
dance will remember them, and the Chinese history of dancing costumes
will remember them. Today, there are still many gifted designers using their
colourful pens and the pursuit for beauty, working energetically to decorate
the Chinese dance career and help it flying to a higher level. And following
them, more newcomers in their high spirit are showing even more talents
and confidence.

This book has introduced 22 designers of stage costumes, though a very
small part in the whole work of Chinese dancing costumes designing, yet
their achievements after what they have paid are a record of the history and
their present footprints as well. Because of the limited time and the space of
this book, it could not include all those talented Chinese dancing costumes
designers and their fruits into this book. What we can compensate for this
pity is that we can add more designers for a sequel to come.

Finally, I would like to make a good wish for all our dancing costumes
designing colleagues. Let’s do our best for a better future of the Chinese

dance career!

A1k

Li Keyu Nov. 28, 2008
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