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Brief Introduction to

Shun Emperor Mausoleum

Shun Emperor Mausoleum Temple sits at west
end of Mingtiao hill 10 kilometers north to Yuncheng
city. Standing against Gushan hill and facing salt lake,
the Temple is of grade scale and in primitive
simplicity.

Shun is one of the Five Emperors at remote ages.
Mengcius said:” Shun was born in Zhufeng, late
moved to Fuxia and died at Mingtiao”. Shun’s mau~—
soleum started to build at Yu’s time and the Temple
was completed in 26th Kaiyuan Year in Tang dy-
nasty (738 A.D.). The Temple collapsed many times
because of wars and earthquakes, but it has been
rebuilt once and again, which shows that Shun’s
spirit strike root in the hearts of the people. The cur—
rent available construction was a mixture of build-

ings completed in Yuan, Ming and Qing dynasties.
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As it was said that Mingtiao hill looks like a
running dragon and the temple is situated at the
dragon’s head. The tomb shows a square shape and
seats in front of Lilecheng of the Temple. The tomb
is covered by heavy and green cypréss tress and when
people stand in front of the tomb, a kind of bold, se—
rious and respectful felling will come.

Shun Mausoleum Temple is consisted of three
parts, outer walls, mausoleum and palace, and once
covered an area near 100, 000 square meters and
later in 2002 a complete tourist park was built in
front of the Temple. Since that time tourists will visit
the temple in a good order as Shun square, magic
path, old cypress square, couple cypress tree, honor
gate, the offering hall in front of tomb, xiang hall,
tomb and Lilecheng. The Lilecheng is another name
of the palace. It was said the palace was built by Yu
for Shun to enjoy his later years. Since that time the
place was called anyi which means a good place for
Shun to spend his remaining years in happiness.

To the west of the Temple it is the ruins of the
Neolithic Age of Mingtiao hill which is alse called

Dragon Head Ruins. It tells us that here is an im—
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portant residential area for people at Shun’s time.
Since Yu’s time of Xia dynasty, Shun Mausoleum
Temple had enjoyed a busy enshrine and worship
and it keeps long tradition successive dynasties. From
remote ages to nodays it is a tradition to hold an open
games, as Shun memorial ceremony, and a temple
fair on 2nd Feburary and 13th September of the tra—
ditional Chinese calendar. Since 1986 Shun Mauso—
leum Temple has been listed as important cultural

relics protected by Shanxi local government.
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