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Abstract

Text linguistics is a new discipline with a history of more than
50 years. Text Linguistics in Contemporary Chinese introduces the
historical development of text linguistics in the world and reviews
the developmental trends of text linguistics in China.

Based on the previous research findings and on the author’s
personal research, the author develops a comprehensive frame for
the knowledge system of text linguistics of modern Chinese. The
system includes the following parts;

(DDefinitions and features. The author discusses some basic
issues in text linguistics, such as definition of discourse and text,
research subjects, corps, and features of research methodology.
(@Methodology and principles. Text linguistics has its own research
methodology. It pays more attention to the communicational function
of language, and locates the research of language in the real life sit-
uation. @History and discipline. The author reviews the origins of
the text linguistics, tracing the historical development of this disci-
pline. The history of text linguistics indicates that its development
has close connections with many disciplines. (@Concept of text. The
concept of text deals with the relationships between text and socie-
ty, text and ideology, and text and cognition. The author also dis-

cusses the principles of text analysis. (3 Text and genre. Genre
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mainly covers two aspects; one is the spoken and written language,
the other is short message text and internet text. ®Text and phe-
nomenon. The author concentrates on the following text phenome-
na: speech, metadiscourse, intertexuality, discourse marker, dis-
course scope, discourse focus, foreground and background. (DText
and topic. Topics can be divided into syntactic topic, pragmatic
topic,and discourse topic. The focus here is on discourse topic.
@Discourse and anaphora. The author focuses on the associative a-
naphora in discourse anaphora. @ Text and level. The author dis-
cusses different structural levels, such as traditional structure, par-
agraph structure, tripartite structure, demonstrative structure, story
structure , macro-structure and rhetorical structure. {0Text and infer-
ence. The inference strueture under discussion includes information
structure , theme-rheme structure, topic-comment structure and pro-
ceeding-succeeding structure. The concept of proceeding-succee-
ding structure was invented by the author as a new text structure.
This monograph contains the international, national and
author’s personal research findings in the past decades. The poten-
tial audience of this book can be those Ph. D. candidates from the
Department of Chinese Language and Department of Foreign Lan-
guages who are equipped with basic knowledge on text linguistics
and hope to explore more in the field, and also those professional

academics who are interested in text linguistics.
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