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COMPENDIUM OF KNOWLEDGE

ON

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES
EANBE 0] il ) Ja 40 2 ()3)

One of the ideas that has been central to the
perspectives of the global environment protection
movement is that the environmental crisis is a crisis
not only of technology, politics, science, and industry,
but perhaps fundamentally a crisis of perception. It is a
crisis of perception because the roots of the over-
exploitation of natural resources or the pollution of land,
air, and water lies in a misperception of our relationship
with the natural world.

The ecological worldview emphasizes the
fundamental interconnectedness and interdependence
of all the elements of nature, the interconnectedness of
ourselves with other beings, the interconnectedness of
rivers with mountaines, and so on. The ecological
worldview states that when one part of the ecosystem
is disturbed, it affects the whole ecosystem.

For example, it is now recognized that many
hidden relationships make timber growth possible in
rain forests. If one part of the system is damaged or
ignored, it may consequences for the long-term
productivity of the forest. Underground organisms such
as fungi are critical for maintaining soil fertility.
Conventional logging removes host plants and disturbs
soils, often causing fungus species to disappear. Dead
trees and logs are critical to the fertility of the forest,

providing wildlife habitats. Returning organic matter
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to the soil and controlling erosion.

The second aspect of the global environmental
protection movement lies in the way of acting that is
derived from the worldview of interconnectedness and
interdependence. When it is clear that what we do, what
our neighborhoods do, what our nations do affect other
individuals, other neighborhoods, other nation and
further that all our actions and other people’s actions
affect the natural world and vice versa, it is not possible
to live ethically and leave the environment out.

What are the ethical values that we need today?
An appreciation of all life forms and understanding of
the complex “web of life” . An extended time horizon.
A revulsion with waste in the face of human need. A
love of simplicity. A need for evidence of the long-term
sustainability if any economic undertaking. No society
is likely to achieve significant environmental
improvement if it cannot reestablish the precedence of
these values over mere market preferences.

The third aspect of the global environmental
movement lies in creating communities of sustainable
living. Living an ethical life, in harmony with nature is
easier with a network or community of people who share
and support each other’ s attempts to live sustainably.

Around the world, people of every culture and
political persuasion are organizing-to plant trees in
Kenya, to protect watersheds and mangrove swamps in
the Philippines, to demand dependable water supplies
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and sanitation in India.

They have realized that many global environmental
problems are rooted in local environmental conditions
and that action at the local level is often the first step
toward a global solution.

Turning the rhetoric of environmental ethic into
reality is an ambitious enterprise. It requires action by
people from all walks of life and in all sectors: cultural,
political, educational, economic, scientific, technological
and social. The health of the environment depends on
the degree to which individual citizens participate in the
decisions that rule their lives.

Attitudes about the environment and our behaviours
will change with education. Education with a difference.
Education that goes beyond filling our heads with facts
and information. Education that increases our collective
understanding of how everything is connected — the
dynamic, essential and mutually supporting inter-
relationships that characterize the natural world,
including our own role in that world. Education that
makes us aware of the real choices we have to apply
that information.

Only through education can we hope to alter
fundamentally widespread patterns of environmental
abuse. If balancing our actions and environmental needs
does not become a basic characteristic of all important
choices and decisions, no laws, regulations, government
programs, market incentives or any other mechanisms
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are going to change the unfortunate course on which we
now find ourselves.

The State Environmental Protection Admini-
stration of the People’s Republic of China and Liaoning
People’ s Publishing House have done the
environmental community a great service by bringing
out this encyclopedia entitled “Human Beings and the
Environment” .

Compiled by leading experts and professors from
Beijing University, Tsinghua University and Chinese
Academy of Sciences and written in easy to understand
language, this volume brings out the multi-dimensional
challenges that the issue of environmental protection
poses to policy makers, scientists and ordinary citizens.

This encyclopedia “Human Beings and Nature”
has been prepared as a stimulus for action. It has been
designed to enable ordinary citizens and communities
to overcome obstacles to environmental protection by
providing basic facts about environment, by
demonstrating how these problems are interrelated, by
showing how these problems affect the lives of citizens,
by proposing alternative solutions based on the best
information available and by suggesting how individuals
and groups can participate in achieving sustainable
solutions.

I am sure this book will prove to be a compendium
of knowledge on environmental issues to all those who

have a stake in conserving our natural bounty.
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