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Preface

In the year of 2005 when I was still an ordinary Chinese junior 2
student who had nothing to do with the United States, a country so dis-
tant away from where I was born and raised, my mom made a tough de-
cision which switched my life in the upcoming 2006 in an 180 degree.

Without understanding why and how, I flied to the United States in
January 2006, arriving at a city named Iowa City. Having no knowledge
how my life and school education would turn out, I stepped into the local
high school Iowa City West High School no more than 3 days after ar-
rival. As difficult as you could ever imagine, I started my journey there
like an adventure during which I made numerous ridiculous mistakes,
experienced terribly embarrassing situations, and suffered severely from
homesickness as every adult would do when coming to America for the
first time. Overwhelmed by such an entire newness, I paved my way
hard, trying with my best ability to assimilate and explore. When I amaz-
ingly found me used to every small detail of my life hefe, I was stunned
myself. I could take every one of my classes flexibly and swiftly, com-
pleting a history essay with no difficulty, finding my English being lifted
to an entirely new height. Though short, my stay in Iowa has left me with
one of the most valuable fortunes of my life-an experience of gleaning up
my confidence, faith and courage to overcome every challenge lying a-
head_. I was grateful of my mom who has made such a wise decision

making me learn and grow.
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Most of the articles collected were written when I was in Iowa
where my language was still children-like. In the last 3 years when I
came back from Iowa, I have been working to add memories I consider
worth recording to the original parts forming the complete book that you
are reading right now. I might not be a typical representation of students
traveling to US having varieties of colorful experiences of honor, but I
wrote sincerely with all my heart only wanting to keep down my truest
memories and thoughts. I would like to thank my parents for giving me
so much support when I was once in a depression in US and endowing
me with such a strong belief and faith that we are together going to face

all of the difficulties coming about in US.

Author Weifan Liu August 2009 in Beijing
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New Life Came

I woke up at about 8 O’clock in the morning. It was a sunny day.
After I had my first breakfast in America, I went shopping with my par-
ents. It was a different and big store. It was quiet, not liked the shop in
China—everywhere is full of people and kind of noisy. The people here
are helpful and friendly, especially to the foreigners. It was still very
cold here in winter, the strong wind made the weather even drier. The
sun is shining and the sky is crystal clear. The environment was very
good here in Iowa City. There are thousands square of the grasses, tall
trees and small animals everywhere. The squares are the most common
animals here. Back in Beijing, it is difficult to find any animal besides
family pets in streets. lowa City is different; it is much smaller in land
and has less population. The place I lived has a really cool name, which
is “Hawkeye court” . It is a dwelling district constructed for foreigners
who study in the University of lowa only, like my dad. It was quiet and
beautiful. I liked to hang out with my mom when I have free time. I
found that I'm accepting the new life here gradually.

I knew I have to go to a high school here as soon as I adapt to the
life here. I was apprehensive and even frightened to go to a school here.
I thought my English is kind of poor, I think. My dad and mom always
encouraged me to be daring and confident. After three days I came to
America, my parents and I went to a high school nearby which is named

Towa City West High School. It was located on a small hill. The recep-
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tionist was a fat but friendly lady who introduced the school enthusiasti-
cally to me. Soon then, I was given a test on English and math. The
English test was pretty easy. I almost got a full mark. However the math
test is a bit hard as there were so much knowledge that I hadnt learnt
yet. As a result, I was chosen in the algebra 1 class for math skills. As
for English, 1 was chosen in ELL and ESL ELD class which were set
especially for foreigners. I became a ninth grader at this school. We
could choose the subject based on personal interests besides the re-
quired lessons. I chose six classes in all according to the recommenda-
tion of the counselor such as geometry, American study and found sci-
ence. For the first time, [ got my own ID card at this school.

At the same time, I got my own locker, which was designed for
students to store books or clothes. I also met my math teacher and advi-
sory teacher who can speak amazing Chinese! At last, I was guided by
the receptionist to the school library to fetch my textbooks there. The
textbooks here are not sold and could only be lent to students by scan-
ning their ID cards. The textbooks here are so big and heavy that I
couldnt carry all of them at one time in my arms although there were
only 3 of them. They weighted 5 kilograms at least. I was kind of excit-
ed when I came home expecting the day when I could go to this school.
However when I thoughi about my language skill, I was diffident. It was
an exciting night with kind of blue. I couldn't fall asleep because the

next day was as likely to be a special festival as a total disaster for me.

I didnt know.
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New School Begins

The day for me to face the challenge eventually came. My dad and
I took the Campus bus to my new school. When I stood in front of the
big building, I can hardly believe it. I've never imagined that 1 could
enter a school in America one day when I grown up even in dreams.
When I entered the building, I was stunned. Students here wore cool
and creatively. Some of them were even wearing T—shirts on such a cold
day! They have diverse hairstyles: curly, straight, long, short, and bald
in diverse colors. They don’t have any specific rules on wearing and
looks which makes up a fun part of the school. I went upstairs and got
to my locker. The locker was designed like a coffer. I need to rotate the
circle number button for my password number before I could open it.
After getting my books out, I was guided by the receptionist that I met
yesterday. She took me to my first period classroom—-Fundamental sci-
ence.

When I got to the classroom, students had begun their classes. The
science teacher was a brown—skinned lady. She took my hands when I
stood in the front of the classroom introducing me as a new foreign stu-
dent. She asked students to give welcome to me. The students applaud-
ed and said “hi, Vivian” together. They were nice people. Finally,
the teacher pointed an empty seat to me, and I got to my seat. The
classroom was kind of big for such a number of students—nearly 30 stu-

dents. It consisted of teaching area and experiment lab area. I thought

5



Bt A 6 TG

FRRBEE R~ RAF Rk, EE MBI TR LK
THFER , MGG RRERT, FHILPAE AR b, B
EFHE, RUNARBEHCKKELHE KK - EE2L/K
Fo HFGEHREREE, KA, X 554 55T R
T, BIERT o AT H B — 2 35 4R E 1 s SV 1 A K 5 4 et A A |
A BRSO, Bk, Ak, KE, %, KW H LS
NE o AT B BRI ST AR 5 5 L, X R R
My —#5r, EMERD ACHMBIE, MEFE EEBMEKR
o FTITLART, W ESEShBCF 50 A DA RE4TTF . B TT R AE
Ja, BB — REHFRAGGBES RS GE A T RS — IR 0E
#,

HEAABRER, MITELTFE FIRT . B2 R e 00
REOKRI 2t M UAERTTE R E, R BEROT, WL Hr
MR WAE KT A T, 2 A T 8 ok . % 3%
Bi: W, Vivian,” AR AS . BIG, EIWmRE T 4o
D7, BT Tk, BT H o A2 A B0k 3R AR 58 i —— &
AN BE R BCE KRS X B4 AR, TRAR IR A 9 %30

6



