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Part One Videoscripts
. Unit One
Away with Superstitions( I)

v Donn Byrne

Characters;
. Mrs Joan Ross
 Mrs Dora James ( three housewives
Mrs Mary Green 31 i
Clara Clear, a fortune-teller
(In the sitting-room of Mrs Ross’s kouse.
The three women have just finished their tea and
‘@re sitting talking, )
Mrs James: ' Oh; I almost forgot to ask you, Have you
“ heard the news about Mrs Brown’s daughter?
Mrs Ross; Which one? She’s got two,
Mrs James; The younger one, The one who wotks in

the same office as my husband,



Mrs Green: Well, what about herp

Mrs James; She’s going to get married,

Mrs Ross: It doesn’t seem possible, She’s so young,

Mrs James; Well, she’s nearly twenty, |

Mrs Green: Who's she going to marry? g

Mrs James; A young man from Australia, They met
while they were on holiday last year,

Mrts Ross: Is her mother pleased about it7

Mrs James: She seemed pleased when I met her the
other day, '

Mrs Green; Where is the daughter going to live when
she gets married? Is she going to Australia with
her Lusbands

Mrs James: I don’t...

(At that moment the. door bell rings, )

Mrs Ross; Who can that be? ( She stands up, )
Excuse me, I'll just go and see,

Mts ‘James ( pointing to the cups and blates ),
Shall we take these things into the kitchenp :
Mrs Ross ( 9oingd out of the door)g Yes, please,
But don’t wash them up, I’ll do them later, -

(Mrs Ross goes to the front door and opens
it, There is ¢ woman outside. She is wearing @

coat and she has a hat that hides pdrt of her
face, )
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Clara; Good afternoon,

Mrs Ross: Good afternoen...

Clara: You séem, surprised to see me, You are Mrs
Briggs, aren’t yous

Mrs Ross; No, My name is Ross,

Clara; Does Mrs Briggs live here too?

Mrs Ross: Certainly not, This is my house, I’ve never

heard of Mrs Briggs. You've come to the
wrong house,

Clara; I don’t understand, This is the right - address,
(She takes a biece of paper out of her hand-
bag, ) Look, I wrote it down, Mrs Briggs, High
Trees, Forest Road, i

Mrs Ross ( looking at the baper ), Yes, it's certainly
the right address, But how did ydu_ get it?

Cl_aré, Mrs Briggs telephoned me, She said that a friend

gave her my name,

Mz1s Ross: Why did she want to see you? ;

Clara (smiling), oh, I'd better explain .I was going

to tell her fortune, >

Mrts Ross ( with some interest ):0h,you tell fortunes...

Clara; Yes, Usually. people come to me when they want

. to know about their future. But sometimes I go to
_their houses if they pay me well, Mrs Briggs offered

to pay me for the afternoon—but clearly I’ve wasted
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my time, :

Mrs Ross: Perhaps she’ll telephone you again,

Clara; I hope you are right, One of us made a mistake,
I've come all this way for nothing , ( pause)
Perhaps ‘you'll let me tell your fortune,

Mrs Ross; IL...well, I have friends here,

Clara; That doesn’t matter, I can tell everybody's
fortune, "And I'll make you a special offer, I'll
charge the same price for all of you,One pound for
fifteen minutes, ‘That’s all,

Mrs Ross; But my husband...he doesn’t like this kind of

* thing, He says we can’t kﬁow about the future,

He’d be very angry if he found out,

Clara ( smiling ) ; He needn’t find out.Don’t tell him,

Mzrs Ross: All right 1’1l ask my friends,If they agree,
you can tell our fortunes, Come inside, please,

Clara; Thanks,

(Mrs Ross leads the waY into the sitting-
room, Her. friends are talking but theY stop when
they see Clara, )

Mrs Ross: Oh, ' this is Ciara,

Clara; Clara Clear, I'm a fortune-teller,

Mrs Ross: Clara came here to see a Mrs Briggs, I've
explained to her that Mrs Briggs doesh’t live here,

Mrs Green; There’s a Mis Briggs who lives near ‘me,

4



Mrs Ross: No, Clara has this address, There has been
a mistake, But she has offered to tell our fortunes

Clara; Three for the price of one, My charge is one
pound for fifteen minutes, So if you agree...

Mrs Ross; What do you think?

Mrs Green. 1'm ready, (turning to Mrs James ) What
about you, Dora?

Mrs James; I don’t believe in that kind of thing,

Mrs Green; I don’t believe either, But it’s fun, Come
on, Say yes.

Mrs James; No, I’'ll listen, I'd rather do that,

Mrs Ross: So it’s just the two of us, I hope Tom
doesn’t find out, .

Mrs Green; Of course he won’t find out, »

Mrs Ross: Before we start, 1’1l go and get Clara a cup
of tea,

Clara; Thank you, That’s kind of you,

Mrs Ross: Please sit down,
( Mrs Ross goes out of the room, Clara sits

down, )

Mrs Green: Why don’t you take off your hat and
coat? It’s rather warm in here,

Clara;: I still feel cold,

Mrs Green; But at least take off your hat,



Clara: No, thank you, I always wear this hat when
I tell fortunes, It seems to ...help me, .

Mrs James: But how can a hat help you? 3

Clara; I don’t know that myself, Perhaps it shuts . .off
the outside world,

Mrs James:; Hm,

. ((Mirs Ross comes into.the room. She is carrying

a cup of tea, ) d

Mrs Ross ( to:Clara ), ‘Hete you  are, A :nice cup of
tea, ’ 110}

Clara; Thank you., ( She takes the tea, ): ‘

Mis Ross;, Don’t you want to take off your hat and
coat? . ! iowg S Vo 3T

Mrs Green: I've already asked her,. She says she | still
feels cold, 5

Mrs James; And the hat helps her to tell fortunesqs: .1/

Mts Ross ( sitting .down ) . Well, shall we beging.

Clara; Whose foriuneshall I teil. firstz. (fo Mrs l?xf),.‘s&;)E
Shall I tell yours? e g o)

Mis Rossi(to Mrs Green) . You have yout turn first,
Mary,

Mgs Greens: All right, y ;
(Clera takes Mrs: Green’s hand akd looks at

it with great care, ) {153 T le

Clara; A very interesting hand, Now first: Il tell you
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something about the present, You have two
children,

Mrs Green; Quite right,

Clara; And your husband ... he works in a big office,
In London, perhaps, He's quite rich, I can see
lots of money round him,

MrsGreen ( Laughing ) ; Well, it’s not his money, He
works in a bank, But what about me? Tell me
about my future, e

‘Clara; Well, you're a very happy woman,

‘Mrs Green; Sometimes, Qb 4

Clara; You like a gay life, You likes dancing, for
example, :

Mrs Green: That’s true, But my husband doesn’t, But

what about the futures

Words and Expressions

housewife [ 'hauswaif J1n, Fif

fortune-teller [ ‘foitlen 'teloa] u, B AL AN

Australia [ os'treiljo] #. AR ( ABEMW)

charge [tla:d3] vt. B(H), W), BECAN)
X (Z08:)

at (the) least =/, ffg

shut off [ [at of ] 40U, ff5s



Notes

1, The younger one; HAERK—I -

KEEG one FINAEEAE, HRBTH WL 1Y 4
# daughter; EABERARATRAEL . BRA
one ﬁ‘%%ﬁﬂi%?@txqﬁmﬁmﬂﬁzﬂ, T
L LT, W ,

Thg cluld dopsn t like this book, Show -him a
mote 1ntefest1;1g one (one=book ), XPEAE K
5211::[30 A=A B R,

B0 one WEBIERR ones, H: i

There are good films as well as bad  ones
(ones=films ) ., FAHFHREUEIREE,

2, The one who works in the same office as my
husband, BEBNTBRBELRER—IHAZE B T IE
o

X—HRAX the younger one HIFIALE, i K
B— PR —fl, who F|H—AEiENA, B
the one, who MAJHT X HFL the same a8l X 4 A
B, Ax—RP, as BRARA, ARIIEEEMN
4], # the same IEMMEH. M. I have the same
trouble as you (have), RAGEH FFEK EHE,



6.

EREET have, FR,EXPRAFEEBRT
W work, HZH EWEEER K & as my husband

works,

Well, what about her? W, RTHAGMELE

well ATFaE /R BRIGA , XA H1F. what about
4T what news is there about, RER “HTF - FHHM
HE % T what of, what about FEH—4 ik, B
KEEHEE, REED, RELR B ol

LFE” B how avout AN RS, 1.

our holidays 7 RAIEEHEE
WXHRZ KGR what about X—mR, B &
BRI EE,
She is going to get married, MITELEIET .,
FIFENZ508 P E marry sb,  JIIRSCH Who's she
going to marry? (MITHAMEL B ) HEEZ R A
young man from Australia, X595 B ABNHE R,
H B, She is going to matry a young man from
Australia, (MITHM—MRAFLFELR, )
But don’t wash them up, {HiEPEY,
wash up B—A3JHHE, $HEEE, XB B
them ZHISCHREIE cups and plates,
She takes a piece of paper out of her handbag , i



AT B —RE
a picce of Mfi “HAIF” , 2R REGA
Hebk i B E  OR W A A A R A N AT
. —H (4 ) EARREY a bread, TifLi: a piece
(1oaf) of bread; PRSCHHHHILAY a cup of tea (—#
%% ) R R RO,
7. Oh, I’d better explain, MR, REFHEE—T,
had bettcr-«sns.—/‘—l A, Fﬁﬁdm]% %, B
LR 3 3 PR o s
You had better set off at once {/’I‘%Hﬁz’%giﬁi}%o
8. I was going tc tell her fortune. RITHLE S A
to tell sb,’s fortune, e YN N
9, Mrs Briggs offeted to pay me for the afternoon, 7f
BHITARFARENTFB.
pay for Ao 1A .
How much gid you pay for that books? & 3L 3R
RBET S 08
She paid for music lessons, MBS LE KRR,
pay sb, to do sth, JERENEHEF. M.
He has paid them to take it away , R AR
AT EE
10, No, I'll Jisten, I'd rather do that, Ry RE W
%, RTEIHE.
would rather (2 sooner ), FIE, FTH. M.

H’] ” 441/7' x

<E

The soldiers would rather  ( Ei sooner ) die
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than surrender, [RENITIEURELE,
11, Perhaps it shut off the outside world, W¥FEAEME

I 5T T e :

Exercises

I, Answer the following questions:

1, What are the three women talking in the sitting-
room?

2, Who is outside the front door when Mrts Ross
'goes 'to ‘open it on hearing the doorbell tings
Desctibe her,

3., Does Clara Clear really want to see a  Mrts

¢ ‘Briggs? Why?

4,"Wkat’s her charges

5, Do the three women all agree to let Clara tell
their fortunes Why?

1.6, Why ‘does Clara not take off her coat and hat
when Mrs Green asks her to?
I Read the following convetsation and do the exercises;
P ooGBill’s landlady, Mrs Martin, tells him Mary
is at the door, )
Mrs Martin, Oh, excuse me, sir, but your young lady
itig ‘at the front door, -
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. Bill; Do you mean Mary?

Mirs Martin, Yes, sir,

Bill; Please ask her to come in,

Mrs Martin: She can’t stop, sir, she says, And she
doesn’t want to take her coat off,

Bill, All right, I must go and see her and perhaps
you can make us a cup of coffee...Hallo, Mary ,What
brings you here this morning?

Maty: Hallo, Bill, I’m on my way to an exhibition of
modern paintings, Do you want to come with me,
Billy :

Bill; I don’t know, How’s the weather? Isn’t it very
cold out? Is it far to go? Won't it take us longto

‘ get there? 35

Mary: What a lot of questions) No, it isn’t very cold
out, It’s a little foggy and it’s raining—that’s
all, And as to the distance; it takes only ten
minutes to get there by bus,

Bill; What a pity it’s raining so hard, I don’t like
rain,

Mary: Oh, that doesn’t matter, The bus stops almost
at the door, And you have an umbrella, haven’t
you?

Bill; No, I haven’t, Somebody botrowed it,

Mary; Never mind, You have a very good raincoat,
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