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- Abstract

@Iigher education in Gansu has entered a new phase since the 21st
century. The development of higher education is becoming the focus of
attention and the primary concern of governments at all levels» In
order to reflect the operational situation of universities and the new
problems, ideas and progress in the development of higher education
in Gansu with fullness and accuracy, the Educational Department of
Gansu has entrusted the Higher Education Research Institute of
Northwest Normal University with annual editing of a series of blue
books on higher education in Gansu since 1999, analysing the current
situations and tendencies , revealing a whole picture of the reform and
development of higher education in Gansu.

The fourth book in the series, 2002 Blue Book on Higher Edu-
cation in Gansu, contains 2 parts. The first one, “the Current Situ-
ation and Problems ”, consists of 5 chapters: scale and structure,
educational reform and construction of the staff, scientific research
and postgraduate education , enrollment and employment, expendi-
ture and logistic security and so on. In accordance with the consistent
principle of the blue books that figures speak louder than words, we
adopt statistics and graphs to illustrate the current situation. Fur-
thermore, we comment on the achievements and problems of higher
education in Gansu through analysis and comparison and put forward
realistic countermeasures against the existed problems with a broad
and long — term view in this part. In the second part, a newly opened
column, “Forum for Principles”, provides principles from different
colleges and universities with an opportunity to exhibit their new
ideas, unique ways of running universities and wisdom of manage-

ment. It builds a bridge between different colleges and universities for
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their communication, competition and cooperation.

From a new angle, we try to mirror the current situation, de-
velopment and reform of higher education in Gansu in an accurate
and comprehensive way with plentiful up —to —date information.
Therefore, the book is of high academic and pragmatic value with its
originality, clear aim, and directive function.

Through this book, we hope to provide reference to educational
decision — makers, teaching staff, students and all those who care for
higher education in Gansu , thus arousing more thoughts and support

for this cause.
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