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Why is the book entitled V¢ Homework 77 2

“Homework” implies it is themed on the home; the work for home, the creativity for your own or another
person’s home. “Homework” can also be defined as a course assignment. Even though Danny has left
school, engaged in the interior design industry for 13 years and has undertaken over 300 residential
projects, he perceives them as experimental assignments during the course of his career development.
Probably due to Danny’s modesty or his personal motivation for further advancement, you can experience
the endeavors and earnest dedication Danny explicitly demonstrates through the 32 projects presented

in this publication.

What makes Danny, a person of just over 30, a renowned interior designer in Hong Kong winning
multiple local and Chinese interior design awards, owner of an interior design firm, and father of a son
and daughter? You will be able to find the answer in this publication. Although everything seems to

proceed rapidly, they occur naturally and expectantly in Danny’s eyes.
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Danny possesses very strong will power. When he has
set a goal, he will go for it valiantly. He confessed that
he was a defiant student who did not attend to studies
during school years and would not follow unreasonable
school rules. Though he was a reckless young fellow, he
always treated people with honesty and heart. During
the various stages in life, he has been dedicated in
developing professional skills and pursuing his goals.
He is 100% committed to his current life and career and
is geared up with the spirit of running towards the goal
uncompromised with any personal or environmental

challenges.

However, if anyone wants to see him tamed like
Katherine in Shakespeare’s comedy “Taming of the
Shrew” who is completely obedient to his confrontational
and sullen husband at the end of the play, it is not
something impossible. The conqueror, however, needs
to be either his passionate interior design or his beloved

son and daughter.

It was for the sake of his mulish desire to win a girlfriend
that made him study in Canada. Although he eventually
lost the girl, he spent four years in Toronto undertaking
interior design studies which made him an interior

designer.

Danny said he would never forget his school results in

secondary school because his teachers” comments were

A Shr
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always like “needs extra hard work” or “too concerned
about the look”. He admitted his results were almost the
worst in school and had the sense of guilt which made
him feel like an empty shell with no intrinsic qualities.
Not knowing the personal values of existence and
possessing very low self-esteem, he used to do things that
drew attention for personal exposure like waxing the hair
in school and wearing brown Dr. Martin shoes which the
school did not allow. Danny stated it was not thoughtless
defiance because it was simply not right to follow
unnecessary school regulations, “I’'m not a faithful disciple
of conventional norms. Baggy pants were the trend
during that time therefore the school did not allow male
students to wear pants with the cuffs extending certain
limits. | was the one who challenged these boundaries.

I did not want to follow the restrictive and unreasonable
regulations. Why do we need to be the same? Is life so

uninteresting? ”

Although a notorious defiant student in school, Danny
stated the most fulfilling thing he had done during the
secondary school was to go to church with friends. At the
beginning, he considered going to church rather archaic,
however, he learned to shed the truthful tears there and
through participation in the youth group and voluntary

work, some of his perceptions were changed.

People will seek for and identify personal values during

their adolescence, and Danny successfully developed



self-confidence in swimming. “At first my mom wanted
me to pick a sport for physical well being. When | was
engaged in this sport, | found my potentials in swimming
and began participating in inter-school, district, and

age group swimming competitions and have won gold
medals one after another.” As a person who used to lack
confidence, Danny eventually found his self-assurance
lifted and identified an area he excelled. He yearned,

“| spent at least 4 hours daily in the swimming pool

for harsh practices like swimming 20 pools which was
approximately 1,000 meters. Although the practices were
harsh, | have never given up.” He persistently swam for
6 to 7 years until he reached secondary school. After
winning in the age group competition, Danny’s coach
approached his father inviting him to join the Hong

Kong team. Young though he was, Danny was aware
that it would imply even harsher trainings and the path
to professional athlete life, therefore he told his father he
did not want to join because he did not see it a long term
profession. He wished to find a stable career which could
offer comfortable living to his family.

When asked about influential persons in his life, Danny
smiled and said his girlfriends and rabble partners during
secondary school had different degrees of inspirations to
him. Hanging out with rabbles made him think whether

or not it was a meaningful life, he also doubted if he

would assimilate them. At the same time, the girlfriends
that he had were all school achievers who used to be
the top 10 students amongst a class of 200. Danny

also teased himself and wondered if good girls were
particularly fond of bad boys. He recalled a time of
extremely low self-esteem which triggered his personal
drive. He worked diligently for the scaling test at F.3 and
his efforts were rewarded by seeing his scores move up
100 places and enabling him to stay in the same school
for F.4.

Danny would not forget the kind professor during his
Toronto school years. He recalled having to acquire
internship experience to earn school credits for his
interior design program but was unable to get one.
Besides feeling racially discriminated, he was very
anxious because internship experience was mandatory
for graduation. Finally a professor rescued him in the
final term by offering him an assistant position in his
studio which made it a guarantee for graduation. The
professor was an architect who had arranged for some
simple and monotonous job of polishing the sculptures
with a polisher for Danny. He felt his patience was also
polished through the process.

About his current career and favourite design projects,
Danny opined it is not a matter of capability but a mission



that is challenging and interesting to him: “If a client

gives me an opportunity, | want to try. Just like the Sky21
restaurant project, the client has asked if I have done this
before and whether or not I'm confident. I'm confident but
I've never done it before. However, if I'm committed to
the project, I'll try my best.” Danny stated he would move
forward to secure a place in the creativity industry; he is
willing to try anything he has never done before.

The unforgettable moments in his life includes the period
when his father got stroke two years ago. The first six
months of the medical condition generally yields the
highest ratio of recovery. If the condition is under control
with suitable medical care, it will be most effective for
full recovery. Danny said with regret, “I thought the
doctor would have cured my dad therefore didn’t spend
a lot of time and efforts in taking good care of him. If
time can be restored, I'm willing to sacrifice anything.”
The day when his wife gave birth to their daughter is
another scene which stays forever fresh in his memory.
He recalls he was accompanied by friends outside the
delivery room waiting for the baby’s birth; there were
other fathers-to-be waiting for their wives’ deliveries, too.
Whenever the nurse took a baby out, Danny would step
forward hastily to see if it was his baby, but each time it
was not. He stayed until the last when his daughter was
finally taken out. He was deeply moved by life when

he saw his baby girl’s face; and the scene was just like
yesterday to him.

Today, Danny’s tough personality makes him fully
committed to his work and shoulder more responsibilities
and pressure. He admitted: “My problem is the inability
to deal with pressure and the tendency to lose the
balance of life. Overwhelmed by work, sometimes I'm
not even fully rested at home with my mind preoccupied
with the many unfinished assignments at work. My
insomnia comes from the conscience over the past and
the demands for the future. A friend of mine just emailed
me a while back encouraging me to take control of the
present, live in this very moment, and don’t worry about
the future. | fully agree to his words. If I'm not happy
now, the future really doesn’t mean a lot. | need to
treasure and take ownership of the current amiable life.”

His family members always invite him to stop and
experience life when he is stressed out by work. His wife
and daughter, for instance, like to drag him to the garden
for a walk and look at the moon and constellations at
night. Danny said he is accustomed to a fast paced life,
“for many a time, | just indulge in work and won't stop
and of course wouldn’t care what’s up there in the sky.”
Probably the ones who can tame Danny are just his

beloved wife and children.
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Everyone has his unique experiences in life; however, | am certain that not everyone is as fortunate as me
who gets help in the most critical moments so as to pursue my dream to become an interior designer.

My parents -

My F.3 classmaster -

My girlfriends in secondary school -

My university professor in Toronto -
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