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Preface

This book, “Southeast Asian Women”, a sort of scanty pre-
sent to the Fourth International Conference of the World Woinen
to be held in Peking, Sept, 1995, is jointly compiled by five wo-
men working in the Research Institute of Southeast Asia in
Guangxi Academy of Social Science. The book, composed of five
chapters——social status of Southeast Asian women, employ-
ment and education for Southeast Asian women, some thoughts

on the problem of Southeast Asian women, the prospect of fu-

ture, brilliant contribution of Southeast Asian women, rep-
resents from various aspects the conditon of women in the area
and expounds within certain limits some universal and influential
problems that hinder the improvement of women’ s social posi-
tion and status so as to {ill in the gaps in this field of research,
thus having accumulated a wealth of experience in helping tem-
per a contigent for further discussion on the problefns of women’
s emancipation.

Essentially, the survey of Southeast Asian women, a compo-
nent part in the study of world women and a newly-born science
in the research of Southeast Asia, has substantial content, great
significance and bright future. First of all, the modern and con-
temporary history of Southeast Asia shows that women, whe ther
in the struggle for national liberation and the development of the
country or in the work to promote the friendly relations and co-

operation with other countries and maintain the peace locally and



internationally, have made a great contribution which previously
was not fully affirmed and correctly understood,as a result,some
prejudice and misunderstanding arose. At this late hour, we just
want to restore historical truth and write volumes about great
achievements of women; secondly, in recent years, with the eco-
nomic and cultural development of Southeast Asian countries,the
condition for women has shown some improvement,their position
being continuously raised, their role increasingly. manifesting it-
self, yet there is still sexual discrimination and the goal of equali-
ty between the sexes is not yet fully achieved; thirdly, the south-
ern part of Southeast Asia where six countries of ASEAN are si-
tuated has now become one of the areas that develop economy at
a high speed, the four countries of Viet Nam, Laos, Kampuchea,
Burma on the northern part are also quickening their steps of re-
form. Every country in Southeast Asia, during the process of im-
plimenting stratege for economic and social development, has
keenly realized the importance and imminence of solution to the
problems of women and has taken concrete measures. We hope
that, in the future development, not only the high-speed increase
of Southeast Asian economy will be the focus of world attention,
but also the rise of Southeast Asian women’ s status will win the
acclaim of the people all over the world; fourthly, the situation
of women in each country is influenced and restricted by factors
of politics, economy, culture, nationality and religion. As for ten
countries of Southeast Astia, there are both capitalist and socialist
countries. There are countries like Singapore, one of the “Asian
Four Dragons”, and Brunei with average annual income of 17

thousand 5 hundred US dollars and countries like Thailand‘,



Malaysia, Indonesia, the Philippines, “Asian New Four
Dragons” and economically backward countries like Viet Nam,
Laos, Kampuchea and Burma; Scutheast Asia is both a region of
complicated races, multiple nationalities (over one hundred na-
tionalities in the country Indonesia) and a point of convergence )
for three big religions of the world (Buddhism in Thailand, Bur-
ma , Viet Nam, Laos, Kampuchea, Singapore; Catholicism in
the Philippines and Islam in Indonesia, Malaysia, Brunei); there
are both local and foreign cultures. Consequently, there are both
similarity and difference between the problems of Southeast
Asian women and those of world women, even the situation in
each of the ten countries is not the same, so there are also simi-
larity and difference berween women in one country and women
in the entire region. It becomes a grave problem hereafter in aca-
demic research how to reveal the universality and particularity of
the contradiction in the study of women; lastly. in recent years,
the study of issues of women is well valued and enhanced along-
side the conern of the U. N. iLr women and the c¢dnvening of
three intemational women conferences, But , viewing the situa-
tion as a whole, we still have a heavy burden and a long way to
gn as we need to deepen our understanding in this field of re-
search.

The publication of the book has the help and support from
the agency of Ford Foundation in Peking and we also get the help
from scme research institutions of Southeast Asian countries and
individuals, such as Wan Handong, associate professor of
Guangxi Foreign Languages Training Centre, for helping in the

transiation, Chen Wen, Wu Long, Huang ZhenZhuang., Man



Zhonghe for doing some of the material translation.
This book,with Sun Xiaoying as head of the research group,
is a joint effort by five women, Sun Xiaoying for Chapter 1,
Zhang Ning for Chapter 2, Hu Caifeng for Chapter 3,Fu Huiming
for Chapter 4 and Luo Mei for Chapter 5, As we are pressed for
time and just start, with insufficient information and limited
knowledge, to study the problem, some mistakes and inappropri-
ateness are unavoidable, so we welcome any comments or criti-
cism from readers.
Zhao Heman
Research Institute of Southeast Asia
in Guangxi Academy of Social Science
March, 1993
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Chapter 1 Traditional Extension
-—-—-the sccial position of Southeast

Asian women

The trasiition of domestic respect

Houscwives eager to do well in everything

The system of kinsfolks, paternal and maternal, and the cus-
tom of staying in the wives?families after marriage

The rational nucleus and evolution of Islamic family laws
Shouldering the burden of merality and justice

The extraordinary capacity of changing roles

The respectable mind to Lelp the world

The original thecry and practice of participation in politics
Sparing no effort to lay an independent foundation

Able women of econcmic independence

Seeking equality for themselves v

The elimination of sexual discrimination by the code of con-
duct -

The equality of constitutional status different in approach but
equally satisfactory in resuit

Carcfu! criminal legal protection

The legal protection provided for the survival of single women
{amilies

The satisfactcry protection for women workers and hired

labourers
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. The tradition with some rationale

3.

The sustainance of women” s social staus at present

. The idea to act on their cwn

Activities pursued by some outstanding women for all the oth-

cr women

Half-round mirror

Chapter 2 Laying a foundation to have a
foothold in society Condensing the force

A.

1.
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to know the world

——employment and education for women in

Southeast Asia

The general condition of women’s education and employment
In Singapore-++++-the type of women generally employed and
fully educated

In Thailand , Malaysia, Indonesia and the Philippines«+«-- the
type with a wide gap between women in cities and rural areas
In three countries of Indo-China«»+-+- the special type in wars
In Burma +----- the type with tradition even in change
Women’s education

The level of being educated and employad

. The level of being educated and the role of women

Wells of wisdom demonstrated for participation in politics
The guarantee of safeguarding rights and interests of women

themselves



