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INTRODUCTION

Like a beautiful pearl surrounded by the breaking snow of waves and a elegant jade inlaid in the Qiong Island,
Haikou City is seen as a new star propped out in the waves of China’s opening-up and reform.

In the Spring of 1988, Hainan Island, and hence Haikou, drew a wide attention by being announced as the 31"
provinee in China, the 5" Economic Special Zone(ESZ) and the largest one as well. As the capital of the new-born
province, Haikou emerged into a fresh era of development.

ESZ is the significant brainchild of Deng Xiaoping who is considered as the general designer of the opening-up
and reform in China. At the close of this century, ESZ means, for China, innovation and assertiveness, development
and prosperity, and opportunity and succ

Thus, the vear of 1988 serves as the most important milestone in the history of Haikou's modernization and the
most significant historic transformation in Haikou.

From then on, Haikou waged a large-scale developing construction thanks to the concerns of the Central
Committee of the CCP and the national Congress. The Haikou people, following the leaders of the CCP and
government at both levels of province and municipality, single-hearted strode and struggled within the latest decade
with much more enthusiasm and energy than ever . As a result, Haikou has been growing in amazingly fast speed,
changing into an increasingly better environment for investment, taking on a brand-new look in terms of spiritual
civilization, enriching people’s life, and making international interactions more active and frequent.

This decade is undoubtedly the period of the fastest development for Haikou city since it was opened as a port.
By the end of 1996, the GNP per person of Haikou has been increased from the 2,906 Yuan in 1987 to 16,608 Yuan,
which is well among the highest in the country and one of the quickest apparent change of city The fixed asset of
investment amounts to 43.76 billion Yuan, much more than the investment of total 40-odd vears in all before the
establishment of province and one of the largest improvement in the people's living standard. The urban residents’
average income has reached 6,673 Yuan in 1996, up from 1,042 Yuan in 1987. Haikou has been the pioneer in
carrying out such innovative experiments as “minor government vs major society”, landing visa, direct registry, and
the social insurance system. In a word, this decade is the golden age of Haikou. The voung capital city has been
received many kudos within the last 10 years: one of the 50 best cities in terms of comprehensive strengthening, one
of the 40 best cities in terms of the hard investing environment, one of the 10 best cities in terms of environmental
management, the National Sanitary City, and the experimental city for the world health city, and others. Haikou,
basgking in the sunshine of Southern China, just like a strong and slender coconut tree, fairs well and fruitful.

The growth achievements are exciting and relieving, much more so is the experiences and lessons drown from
the growth process. Hence, we present this illustrated book Haikou to review its grand change over the last 10
vears and to show the 10-year magnificent accomplishments in Haikou. Although with a strong sense of historical
responsibility and our entire capacity and intelligence, the pictures and words presented here seem too limited to tell
all the brilliant achievements, therefore the most perfect and accurate city archives could only be obtained by
Haikou people themselves, and the superb scenery of the city could only be best described by Haikou itself.

Dear readers, we welcome you to approach Haikou, observe Haikou, and feel Haikou.




There used to be a familiar street view in Haikouese' lives: the
dim street lamps, the narrow lanes, power generators roaring in
front of the jam-packing street shops and stalls, the long queue made
up by the resigned faces in the hall of the telecommunication office,
and the invariable huge jars in every household to store water. But
those are the contents of yesterday’s page, which has long since been
out of print.

For the last ten years, Haikouese has been experiencing the
changes of Haikou with all their senses. Haikou has been becoming
larger, expanding four big economic developing areas of Jinpan,
Gangao, Jinmao, and Haidian side by side, with the new such kind of
areas of Changliu being expanded westward, hence. The total urban
area of Haikouhas increased from 18 square km before the
establishment of province to the present 40 square km.

Haikou’s roads have become wider and better, leading in all

directions.140 streets and roads have been created, repaired, and m‘lﬂilﬁ %ﬂﬁ%ﬁg)ﬁ
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THE OLD COCONUT CITY TAKES ON A NEW LOOK

expanded, which makes a total of 388 kms of roads in the urban area.
A batch of crossing-river bridges, crossing-street flyovers, and
intersections have been constructed successively and put into use.
Thus, a transportation network of grade separation and multiple
layers of complexity has come into form.

The housing area was near 6 million square km in 1988, but the
areas has grown to 18-odd million square km in 1996, which means
the average living area per person is 10.9 square km. Take the field
of finance and trade for instance, more than 300 buildings has been
finished or are under construction, including over ten ones of over
28 stories.

New water sources have been developed, new power plants
founded, and a new pipe sewer network set up. As a result, the rate
of running-water accessibility is well above the national average,
and electricity power abundant and sufficient .

The rate of telephone access, including mobile and public
phones, ranks the first among the capital cities.
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