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by Donna O'Meara

People in Germany have gone batty! No, they haven't lost their minds — they
just love bats. In many parts of the world, bats have a bad reputatlon that they

do not deserve. People scream and run for: covemvhen they see them. Somehow
bats became associated with witches and gobhns

Bats are the only warm- “blooded mammals (that's right, mammals just
like us!) on Earth that ﬂy. Bats can fly as fast as 60 miles per hour and as high
as 10,000 feet. They have keen eyesight and, like dolphins, a sensitive,
advanced method of echolocation. It works something like radar. The
animals send out high:pitched sound waves that bounce back to their
supersensitive ears. This allows them to maneuver in the air like acrobats
without bumping into anything and to hunt for food in complete darkness.

Bats are covered with soft, fuzzy fur. In Germany, bats come in all sizes and
shapes — broad-eared bats, grégi%rseshoe bats, leaf-nosed bats, long-eared
bats, mouse-eared bats, and brown bats — to name a few species. Some of

Germany's bats migrate in winter over great distances and some hibernate in
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caves.

Bats are great at keeping pesky insect popula-
tions down. ﬁﬁmam mosquitoes,
bugs flies, and moths Scientists say that the pres-
ence of bats 1ndlcates that the surrounding environ-
ment is healthy.

The people of Germany are working to help
their bats. All of Germany's bats are in danger of
becoming extinct, due mainly to loss of their natural

habitat and roosting areas, and poisoning from

pestiéidés. Bats are extremely sensitive to any dis--

turbance in their natural environment, especially

those caused by humans. Urban improvements have
resulted in the destruction of many old buildings and the sealing of caves and
quarries, while forestry workers have cut down many hollowed trees — all perfect

roosts for bats.

So where is a bat to go? In 1994, 14 European countries created an official bat conservation group.
A group called EUROBAT founded the Agreement on the Conservation of Bats in Europe. EUROBAT
is based in Bonn, Germany. The group helps keep bats healthy and makes sure they have a safe place to

roost. EUROBAT has set up bat protection squads all over Europe. The organization sponsors public bat
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n the Know

Allies (2 %)z A group of nations that fought against
Germany in both Wonld War | and World War Il. In the
first World War the Allies consisted mainly of Russia,
France, Great B}itain, and later the United States.
During World War II, the Allies included the Soviet
Union, France, Great Britain, and the United States.

Cold War (/4 ): A state of political tension mainly
between the United States and the Soviet Union from
the end of World War Il until the late 1980s. No actual
warfare took place between the two countries.

German Demt;cratic Republic (EEEREH
F1[E ) = The official name of East Germany from the
end of World War Il until 1990, when it joined the
Federal Republic of Germany (West Germany).

European Union (EXE2): Political association
made up of individual nations established in 1993.
The EU deals with such issues as economic,
environmental, foreign, and security policies.

Land (4{|): Term for a state of the Federal Republic
of Germany. Germany has 16 Lander (the plural of
Land).

Propaganda (153114 = {%): The deliberate spread-
ing of information (regardless of its truth) to help sway
public opinion about a person, group, movement,
nation, etc. Propaganda can take the form of television
reports, radio announcements, pamphlets, books, and
other mass media.
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nights at which people are invited to
v151t w1th bats up close and learn about
thelr spec1al qualmes EUROBAT edu-
cates people who have bats in their
barns or homes and encourages people
to buy or build bat boxes. (A bat box is
similar to a bird house, but the bottom
is open so bats can fly in at dawn and
hang upsidg down to sleep.) EUROBAT
eve'nkspo/nsors adoptive homes where
families care for sick, injured, or or-
phaned baby bats.

During EUROBAT bat nights,
thousands of families and friends set
out through fields and forests to find
bats. EUROBAT has sponsored more
than 50 successful bat night events in
Germany. One bat convention in Ber-
lin drew a crowd of 20,000 people.
Thanks to ngaﬁiiations such as this
one, Europe will continue to be batty

for many years to come.
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prosperous West
Germany. The West Ger-
man Deutsche Mark
(DM), a powerful interna-
tional currency, was al-
ways worth far more than
the East German mark.
Still, in the optimism
of reunification, the west-
ern government under
Chancellor Helmut Kohl
established an exchange
rate of one (western) DM

for one East German mark
when German currency

was unified in 1990. Some

> @ : - financial advisors pro-

el s T o P i

= - S — o eyt e L IR tested that this generosity

would strain the German

German unificationin 1990  originally predicated. economy (they proposed two

brought people together East and West Germans had  ¢a4tern marks for one DM), and
who shared language, culture, spent the past D years develop- they have proven correct. At
and history. When bo’rders ing in opposite economic (he time, the Kohl government
opened and the Berlin Wall fell, ~ directions. The East German  (|aimed reunification could be
Germans in east and west alike economy was highly planned and accomplished without raising
celebrated — even partying on centralized, with most industries  (gxeg. However, since then, ris-
top of the Wall. Long-separated  run by the government — a gov- ing taxes have been western
relatives and friends could visit ~ ernment that suddenly no longer Germany's leading complaint
again. East Germans were free  existed. The West German  apout reunification.

to travel and no longer had to  economy was market-based, with By western standards, East
worry about the Stasi (secret  most industries privately owned,  German manufacturing equip-
police). and the government providing 1 ent was antique, and many

Naturally, Germans wel-  regulation but not control. products inferior. Often the
comed these changes. But other, Although East Germany had  7y¢yhandanstalt, the agency in

more practical changes have the most successful economy of charge of improving the east-
been more difficult — and far  the nations under Soviet Union ¢y economy, simply closed

more expensive — than experts  influence, it lagged far behind  g5c(ories and businesses. When
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the Treuhand closed at the end of 1994, it had elimi-
nated 2.5 million of the 4 million jobs state enterprises
had provided in 1990.

Unemployment was an especially upsetting prob-
lem for eastern Germans, because everyone had been
guaranteed a job by the East German constitution.
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c. 100 B.C. Germanic tribes migrate from Scandinavia
to the region of present-day Germany.

KEATTHI 1005 AESIEMITRANET R
SREEREN. s

A.D. 768 Charlemagne inherits the crown of
Frankland, a kingdom that includes present-day
Germany. His reign lasts until 814.

ATTEBE FESAFTHRKT HZmEEMNEN, fh
MgaT 814 F4R, X—FEEHESRNER.

962 Otto |, Otto the Great, the first of the German
kings, is crowned by the pope as emperor. Germany
continues to be a kingdom made up of many small,
often warring states.

962 RIT—H RMBIEAT REEMNE—NEE
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1517 Martin Luther, a German professor of theology,
posts his 95 theses on a church door. Luther wrote the
theses in protest against many church practices of the
day.

BI7TE BT - BE EENRFRABERSHXIIL
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1618-1648 The Thirty Years’ War devastates the
German people. An estimated 30 percent of the popu-

AN

lation dies from war-related causes.
161816484 30E RS BBEARB KT ER
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1814-1815 The Congress of Vienna, held
after French general Napoleon'’s defeat, cre-
ates the German Confederation. Many of the
princes who were in power before Napoleon’s
takeovers are put back in power.
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1848 Hard economic times prompt a series of
violent revolts throughout Germany. The Ger-
man people demand more democracy from
their rulers, but the leaders refuse.

18485 FIRMAFRAFSEERSHARE
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1871 éermany is united into one kingdom
controlled by the Prussian ruler Wilhelm 1.
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Sometimes this meant more workers were used than
strictly necessary. However, nobody worried about
unemployment. Also, housing costs — usually a
family's largest expense in the west —had been kept
low by government subsidies. Suddenly, millions of
eastern Germans had new and frightening worries.
This was most unexpected. Relimification was
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1914-1918 World War | breaks out in Europe and
costs more than 20 million people their lives. Ger-
many is defeated.

1914-1918 5 R R KREHMNELR . X£92000
BARET £, BEKK.

1919 Because of the World War | peace treaty,
Germany loses much of its land and a new govern-
ment called the Weimar Repubilic is installed.
19195 R\PF—REFAKOFFEHIN, BEXET
ABOAL, — B ARIDBINERHMBA R,

1930s Adolf Hitler and his National Socialist Party
take over Germany.

20#EE 30 FEM PHER - FHEHMMMHERE KSR
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1939-1945 World War Il is fought. The Nazis kill
millions of Jews, gypsies, Slavic people, and other
minorities. Germany is defeated and the victorious
Allies — the Soviet Union, France, Britain, and the
United States — divide the country into four sepa-
rately controlled zones.
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1961 The Soviet Union constructs the Berlin
Wall, which separates the Soviet-controlled east-
ern section of the city from the U.S.-controlled
western part of the city.

19615 () FRERELE THIAKES, 18 (A1) 9RHK
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1985 Mikhail Gorbacheyv, the new leader of the
Soviet Union, introduces reforms that involve
less government control.

19855  (Hi) HERHIFAFAKIFR - X/RE
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1989 East German officials announce the open-
ing of the border between&ast Germany and
West Germany on November 9. Thousands of
Germans congregate to the Berlin Wall to
celebrate.

1989 & REEREM (R4F) 9 AFFHORTME
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1990 Germany is reunited when East Ger-
many joins the Federal Republic of Germany.
Helmut Kohl is the first chancellor of the new
country.
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supposed to bring easterners a western standard of
living, with more consumer goods, better cars, and
more luxuries. Certainly the west had this image. Instead,
many easterners found themselves poorer than before.

Unemployment rose in western Germany as well,
but not as much. In 1996, for example, western unem-
ployment was 10.1 percent while the eastern level was
at 16.7 percent.

Although some Germans benefited from being
able to travel anywhere in the country to find work,
others found problems. Germans, in general, have
stronger attachments to their native cities and regions
than North Americans. A Brandenburger from the
northeast who moves to Stuttgart in the southwest will
find many differert customs and attitudes, not to men-
tion a completely different dialect of the language. A
transplanted German may feel like an outsider for many
years.

Government financial policies have sometimes
fed regional resentments. Westerners were not always
pleased with financial aid given to easterners, espe-
cially the generous "greeting money" of the early years
of reunification. After all, this means higher taxes for
westerners, and some feel easterners do not deserve a
bonus at their expense — especially when the new
arrivals are competing with them for jobs and housing.

In turn, easterners often resent the "bush money"

paid to western consultants who advise eastern
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