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FOREWORD

We move towards the 60" anniversary for foundation of the People's Republic of China with briliant achievements for 30 years' reform and opening up.

Five years passed since the holding of last National Exhibition of Fine Arts, China's socialistic modemization made tremendous progress again, the
comprehensive national power was further enhanced and intemational influence was further expanded, especially the CPC Central Commiittee
and State Council has proposed to regard civilization construction of economy, politics, culture, society and ecology as the overall layout of
socialistic construction with Chinese characteristics, which provided development and prosperity of contemporary Chinese literary and fine arts with
unprecedented opportunity.

Based on such background, the grand Eleventh National Exhibition of Fine Arts is open. Responding to the CPC Central Committee’s great call of
‘pushing development and prosperity of socialistic culture" and "creating new high tide for construction of socialistic cutture”, with the theme of “carrying
forward national spirit and reflecting feature of era” and the tenet of “building style of Chinese culture and shaping image of national arts”, it promotes
succession and innovation of artistic concept, content, style and genre, pushes abundance and development of type, subject matter, form and
means for creation, tries to find new artists and fine works and displays outstanding artistic achievements in past five years, which is both the realistic
requirement for development of the times and the purpose of the exhibition of this time.

The Eleventh National Exhibition of Fine Arts is listed as the key project of celebration for the 60" anniversary for foundation of People’s Republic of
China. It's the first time for the Ministry of Culture, China Federation of Literary and Art Circles and China Artists Association to jointly sponsored the
exhibition, on which the Party and govemment departments, culture departments (bureaus) and Federation of Literary and Art Circles in different
places all over the country attached great importance, and all the members in China Artists Association, all the exhibition areas and all the units of fine
arts gave strong support. The artists participated passionately and created eamestly. Many departments actively encouraged and organized the artists
to experience life and deliberate works, missioned experts to review, guide and discuss in all places of the country and took action to adjust settings
in the exhibition areas, perfect the assessment mechanism, strengthen supervision and management, and improve the level of the exhibition.

The Eleventh National Exhibition of Fine Arts will be held in two phases. The first stage is partition exhibition in different places for various professional
categories from August to October, 2009. Exhibition area for traditional Chinese painting is in Shanghai, oil painting in Wuhan, print in Nanjing,
sculpture in Changehun, watercolor and gouache in Panjin, fresco in Beiing, lacquer painting and pottery in Xiamen, artistic design in Shenzhen,
works from Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan in Shantou, while animation and comic, new year painting, cartoon, picture story, illustration and
comprehensive material are in Harbin. 3,700 works will be exhibited in all exhibition areas totally. The second stage is awarded works exhibition to
display awarded and excellent works selected from all exhibition areas at Beiing in the end of 2009. The awarded works will won the First Creation
Prize of China Fine Arts Award at the same time and the exhibition of this time will select the First Theoretical Comment Prize and Lifetime Achievement
Prize of China Fine Arts Award.

Walking together with the People's Republic of China and resonating with the new era, the National Exhibition of Fine Arts with 60 years’ history is
one of the national cultural activities continuously held for the longest time in our country. It played an important role and made positive contribution
*on prosperity and development of literature and arts in the People's Republic of China. The achievements of Chinese fine arts creation in past five
years to be displayed in the Eleventh National Exhibition of Fine Arts fully reflect that the fine arts workers follow direction of “wo targets” and policy
of "double hundred" with valuable spirit to study and seek unremittingly, talent and enthusiasm for artistic creation, and reflect literary and art workers'
conscious pursuit and firm belief to try to buid contemporary Chinese fine arts with style of Chinese culture and innovative spirit of the times. The
Eleventh National Exhibition of Fine Arts is a new chapter of heavy color as the sequel for history of Chinese fine arts written by numerous artists in
new period. Present it as the gift for the 60" birthday of new Chinal

Ministry of Culture of the People's Republic of China
China Federation of Literary and Art Circles
China Artists Association
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PREFACE

The Print Exhibition of the Eleventh National Exhibition of Fine Arts is opened in Nanjing on September 28, 2009 and
the exhibition period coincides with China's 60th anniversary falling on October 1. It is of special significance to hold
such exhibition in Nanjing as an ancient city used to be the capital of six dynasties.

This National Exhibition shows us the achievements of fine arts in the recent five years and means a review of the
current development and a trend of China's contemporary of fine arts during such certain period of time and also
a generous gift for China's 60th anniversary. For the Print Exhibition, 357 works (including 46 nominated works for
awards—of which: 4 for silver prize; 6 for bronze prize and 4 for excellent award) have been selected out of more
than 600 prints recommended in all quarters according to the rigid selection criteria. Compared with the prints
shown on the previous national exhibition of fine arts, China’s print looks more rational and mature. In recent five
years, various promotions of prints have been launched locally in different forms and appear a new atmosphere while
maintaining stable development. The development of China's print has obtained the stronger and solider academic
support and foundation after summarization and introspection of the previous two national print exhibitions with regard
to the situation and status of print, dialogue and communication with the world of three international print exhibition
(two held in Guanlan and one held in Yunnan), national exhibition of three forms of print (drypoint, lithograph and silk-
screen printing) and two sessions of China Contemporary College Print-Making Arts Exhibition and Forum and other
academic activities.

The scale and hierarchy of print education has been enlarging and promoting over five years and more and more new
print artists have been coming forth constantly. Viewed from the composition of the artists of this print exhibition, most
of such artists are middle aged and young—such trend represents the hope of China’s print.

The exhibited works enjoy the striking characteristics of the times. A group of figure prints concem with the survival
state and mental depth of common people and the essence of life has been disclosed by means of simple and
natural techniques. Particularly, some works are about the earthquake and disaster relief and impressive in terms of
heartquake and strong national cohesion. Additionally, the environmental topics are focused by some artists who are
creative in perspectives and expressive skills—their works deliver the hardship consciousness while representing
their unprecedented innovation spirit. Some works show the process of China’s modemization by means of the
industrial civilization or review the fading or missing traditions by means of historical evolution, whereas some other
works depict the flowers and plants by referring to human life awareness and emotional atmosphere. With imbalance
of different forms of print, the equipment tends to be complete and perfect, quality of materials has been improved
in terms of skills and techniques and artists pay attention to absorption, exploration and research of new skills and
apgroaches, so that the overall artistic level has been stably promoted—in such case, the form of wood engraving
has become the world's leader so far.

The selected and awarded wood engravings make up about three-fourths of the total works and wood engraving
is the champion of this exhibition in terms of its high number, large width and top quality. Compared with other
forms, wood engraving has less limitation in process and production and its width is often larger than other forms.
Many wood engraving artists are highly skiliful and technically excellent and the sharp-cut individuality and national
characteristics in particular of their works stand for the high standard and intemational advantages of China's wood
engraving. The judges lay stress on encouraging the new works of new artists with creative ideas and 14 nominated



works are almost the new works of new artists and most of such artists are awarded for the first time. £
works are defected somehow, but they are innovative anyhow and can deliver a new feeling to t
Although there are numerous classic wood engravings in the history, the space for further development
and the key to such development is to enhance the innovation awareness and to transfer new findings
new skills and approaches.

Lithograph is not very outstanding on the previous national exhibition of fine arts, but some works sei@@tsﬂ
exhibition are very attractive and impressive. Some works demonstrate the outstanding realistic skills, emula?tﬁr
and unsophisticated circumstances. Some young lithograph artists express the infinite space time by m : r
structure of planar arrangement and combination of abstract and show a strong sense of modem times. Thﬂ”
screen printing is popular in China, but such form has been maintaining the exploring spirit in recent years
topics and skills of such works are new and original. Some works exhibited on this exhibition are vivid fig
form of cartoon or are created randomly on the basis of free styles and bright colors. After the exploration of
decades, China’s silk-screen printing tends towards independence by going out of the shadow of wood
while facing the key topics as to how to reinforce its own characteristics and bring into play of its adv
crossing of painting and printing.

This exhibition shows some comprehensive engravings with silk screen integrated with copperplate en
featuring bold falsehbod—reality contrast and composition. Such comprehensive engravings are created
skills and such change means a breakthrough in the border of the traditional print. The integration and blend
materials and skills of print mean the key approaches to upgrading of visual form and to enlarging of expressi
space of the contemporary print. For the next step, the relation between the materials/kills and concepts
considered. The comprehensive engravings can overcome the barrier restricting the expansion of compr
engravings to higher hierarchies only on the basis of the specific cultural orientation.

This Print Exhibition demonstrates a fresh and delightful innovation spirit, but we are still confronted with
problems to be solved urgently. The absence of gold prize means that the requirements of judges are critical
that there is no masterwork of print in recent years. The contemporary status of print exposes the insufficient
depth or technical difficulty or absence of individuality or boldness—such case is not rare. Some provinces or
have no distinct regional characteristics and their styles are overly similar; some artists with some act
the awareness of self-transcendence; some young artists are defected in learning and skills—suc
the problems to be tackled urgently as the next step for development of print.
For this Print Exhibition, the smooth receiving and selection of works and s‘ucCessful holdTng of t
on the utmost efforts and diligence of its sponsors i.e. Jiangsu Provincial Department of Culture
Federation of Literary and Art Circles and Jiangsu Artists Association. The Organizing Co

them and their efforts!
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