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Abstract

Businessmen have played a very important role as pioneers and
advocators during the hard journey of Chinese education towards mod-
emnization. However, their efforts have long been neglected. If we shift
the focus of attention in our research from the study of such aspects as
the upper class, the elite, the conceptions and systems to that of how
Chinese new education broke through the thick feudal earth and began
to grow and how it shook off the feudal chains and made its way to-
wards modernization, businessmen will come into our view as sparkling
figures. This book investigates what businessmen have done in the
course of modemizing Chinese education.

Employing Marxist dialectical materialism and historical material-
ism as guide and utlizing both the ideal-type method and positive
method, this book makes a thorough research and systematic analysis
of the school funding activities of modemn businessmen. It consists of
five chapters as well as introduction and conclusion.

In the introduction, the author defines the objects of study, gives
an acoount of the practical and theoretical significance of the research,
introduces the former results and the present state of the research, and
points out the chief contents and methods of this paper.

Chapter One, The Rising of Modern Businessmen, analyzes the
reasons for funding education by pre-modern businessmen, their way of
funding and consequences. It also makes a study of the various changes
of sodiety, analyzes and sums up some characteristics of people’ s flow
to trade in modem society: wide, regional, voluntary and in groups,
and shows some general traits of modem businessmen.

Chapter Two, Modemn Businessmen’ s Motivations of Funding
Education, makes a specific research on the motivations of modem
businessmen in funding education from three aspects-time impacts, in-
terior impetus and the structure of businessmen’ s knowledge. It



claims that the starting of education modernization, the pushing for-
ward of economic modernization, the advocating of men of insight and
the stimulation of government policy are all exterior factors that have
influence on modern businessmen in making decision to fund education.
The donation to their hometown for the development of local educa-
tion, their pursuit of “rightecusness” and their feeling of great respon-
sibility for the country and the people, and their desire for self-realiza-
tion and self-perfection are all interior impetus for modern businessmen
to fund education. It analyzes the major trends of change in modemn
businessmen’ s knowledge structure and point out that specialized
knowledge and knowledge of science and technology are the main com-
ponents of the framework.

Chapter Three, Modern Businessmen’ s Education Conception,
first gives an account of modem businessmen’ s belief in the functions
of education: “make the country prosperous and strong”, “enlighten
the people” and “educate the mind”. It claims that modem business-
men’ s idea of functions of education not only reflects an important
breakthrough from traditional education, but also contains some devel-
opment and reformation of traditional education. Then, this chapter
makes a clear description of the special requirements of qualified well-e-
ducated personnel, the ways to educate, and the rules to follow to em-
ploy qualified personnel. It also points out the significance of modern
businessmen’ s idea of well-educated man of ability.

Chapter Four, School Funding Activities of Modern Businessmen,
dwells on the activities of modern businessmen in education through
modemn schooling, social education, vocational training, educational
community, etc. It shows the role and position of modern businessmen
in the modernization of Chinese education

Chapter Five, Modern Businessmen’ s Special Ways of Running
Schools, draws up some characteristics of modem businessmen’ s ways
of running schodls, such as multilateral funding, president’ s authority
under the school board, school spirit of the time and businessmen, up-
dated teaching contents and methods, etc.

The conclusion part summarizes the features of modern business-
men’ s ways of running school, analyzes the influence and significance
of modern businessmen” s funding activities and puts forth some con-
siderations about the present situation of school funding by businessmen
in the new era.
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