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If Beijing is viewed as the royal city show-
ing the character of China, Shanghai is the lead-
ing city of the world fashion. Formerly forced to
have foreign trade and later opening to the:out-
side world, Shanghai grew from a small fishing
village to an international metropolis, which has

experienced not only the passing of time, but
also a new birth of spirit. Under foreign occupa-
tion, Shanghai, the oriental pearl, didn’t sur-
render but fouglit hard and created miracles
again and again. Finally Shanghai stood proudly
along the vast expanse of the sea. Today, we’re

© going to visit and appreciate Shanghai. " -

Shanghai is -a thriving ‘metropolis with a
long history; a city full of vigor and vitality—the
very epitome of China. A cosmopolitan feel and
varied architectural styles give it endless charm.
Walking through this booming city, you can
find many glimpses of its colorful past. Hidden
amongst the expressways and skyscrapers are re-
mains of the earlier development of Shanghai.
They show us how the New China was founded
and how the city has transformed some of'its ol-
der buildings into elegant structures in order to
serve the needs of an increasingly cosmopolitan
city. Undoubtedly, Shanghai is the most cos-
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mopolitan city in China.

Shanghai is one of the four municipalities
(with Beijing, Tianjin and Chongging), and is
controlled directly by the Central Government.
Shanghai is divided into 18 districts and one
county. Bordering Zhejiang and Jiangsu, Shang-
hai is bounded by the East Sea to the east and
Hangzhou Bay to the south. The flat terrain is
densely covered with crisscrossed waterways,
and the weather is mild and humid with four
distinct seasons. The rainy season comes be-
tween spring and summer when there are often
sudden showers.

There are roughly 16 million people living
in and around Shanghai, although others esti-
mate the population at closer to 18 million,
placing it alongside Tokyo and Mexico City as one
of the largest and most congested metropolitan
centers in the world. Shanghai has two popular-
ly accepted short names, “Hu” and “Shen”.
“Hu” was originally used to describe a kind of
bamboo fishing tool, usually applied near the
Wusong River area during the Tang Dynasty
(AD 618-907) when Shanghai was just a small
fishing village located at the estuary of the Wu-
song River. The ingenious local people invented
a kind of fence made of bamboo shoots to catch
fish and crabs by putting the fence into the sand
of the beach. When the tide rises, fish and
crabs come out, and after the tide ebbs they are
caught by the fence. The name “Shen” came
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from an ancient folklore.

Looking at this magnificent city, we may
wonder that how it was built. Shanghai began
as Huating County, an administrative district set
up in 751 AD, although there is evidence of hu-
man settlement in this area since around 4000
BC. Shanghai Town was established in the
county in 991 AD. In 1292, the then central
government of the Yuan Dynasty approved the
establishment of Shanghai County in this area.
This is seen as the official beginning of the City
of Shanghai. Shanghai became China’s largest
textile center in the Ming Dynasty. In the 24th
year of the Qing emperor Kangxi’s reign (1685
AD), the Qing government set up its first cus-
toms office in Shanghai, a city with a popula-
tion of 200, 000 by that time. During the reigns
of Qing emperors Qianlong and Jiaqing, the city
gradually became China’s water transportation
center for grains and a major trading port.

Prior to the arrival of Western imperialists,
Shanghai was already a prosperous coastal city.
After the Opium War of 1840, China was forced
by the British Government to open Shanghai as
one of five foreign trade ports (the others being
Guangzhou, Xiamen, Fuzhou and Ningbo).
From that time, Shanghai experienced disgrace
and heavy burdens, but still continued to keep
advancing.

From row upon row of Shanghai’s buildings
and busy streets opportunity knocks eternally
and the pace of life is somewhere between hec-
tic, ultra-modern and decidedly unprogressive.
There is something about this city that quickly
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settles into your blood. Like a subtle aphrodisi-
ac, Shanghai entices you by constantly invading
your senses and playing on your dreams. You
can’t resist the sense that this city offers you a
chance of enrichment.

Everything in this city is harmonious,
even though there are various groups and activi-
ties. People in Shanghai are busy, but they can
deal with the relationship between work and en-
tertainment. In other Asian cities like Seoul or
Tokyo, visitors find the monotony of a workday
with people busy earning a living. There is no
fun in living. However, in Shanghai where ele-
gance and smartness are combined perfectly,
people have learned to enjoy working and to
enjoy the experience.

The “Architecture Exhibition” in Shanghai
attracts many tourists and it shows people the
changing development of Shanghai’s architectur-
al style. Classical European, Asian and Chinese
architectural styles can be seen in the old Inter-
national Settlement and Concession area.

To help improve the quality of the life for
local people, the city has completed many pro-
jects. The projects relate to people’s daily life,
such as housing, traffic, utilities, medical care,
education, social order and community ser-
vices. While a visit may arouse nostalgic memo-
ries of the 1930s, the past Shanghai at the dawn
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of a new era will also surprise the travelers with
its infrastructure projects—world-class bridges
crossing the Huangpu River, underground tun-
nels, metro lines, light railways, inner and out-
er ring roads, elevated highways, maglev trains
and flyovers. Major highway links and a mas-
sive subway system have greatly helped to ease
traffic in the city. For instance, intersecting with
Metro Line No. 1 at the People’s Square, Metro
Line No. 2 links the downtown area with the Pu-
dong New Area bisected by Huangpu River. It
greatly eases traffic and has improved the invest-
ment environment in the Pudong New Area. lts
operation has also marked the establishment of a
local modern roadway system, ground level and
elevated highway and an underground transpor-
tation network. Authorities consider metro Line
2 as important as the Inner Ring Road, Yangpu
and Nanpu Bridges.

Nothing can demonstrate the vicissitudes of
the city better than the changes in its landmarks.
For a long time, the Grand Park Hotel was re-
garded as the highest building in Shanghai. But
over ten years ago, the Oriental Pearl TV Tower
in Pudong, replaced it to became the highest
building in Shanghai. The Tower is a powerful
reminder of the progress of Shanghai, which
embodies an international metropolis’ modern
atmosphere—dynamic, simple, functional and
beautiful.
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The towering buildings of Pudong are a
steel and concrete testament to Shanghai’s rapid
economic development in the last decade. But
without the bridges, ending the separation of
this key zone, the skyscrapers would have re-
mained a distant dream. Now the traffic flows,
and new roads have encouraged trade, tourism
and investment into both sides of the river. At
present, six new bridges spanning the Huangpu
River carry more than 60 percent of the cross-
river traffic. The Nanpu Bridge, which is locat-
ed at Shanghai’s Southem Docks, was the first
bridge to span the Huangpu River in the city
area. It is the world’s third largest double-tower
cable-braced bridge. The Nanpu Bridge has al-
ready become a landmark of the city. The Yang-
pu Bridge, which is eleven kilometers from the
Nanpu Bridge, is 7 658 meters long. It is the
world’s. largest suspension bridge. Since com-
pletion, the two bridges have been tourist at-
tractions with their unique styles, beautiful
shape and imposing features. The Xupu Bridge,
which is one of the main traffic linkups in the
western part of the city, connects the largest
traffic center of West Shanghai—Xinzhuang. It
is considered the- most convenient route from
Airport to the
Honggiao International Airport.

the Pudong International

Now the new traffic artery has encouraged
trade, investment and tourism into both sides of
Huangpu River. Improved traffic flow has pro-
moted the city’s prosperity as well as the deve-
lopment of the Pudong New Area. The Maglev
Line, which is the first commercial rail line of its



