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A Collection of Jingdezhen Ceramic Artists' Works

PREFACE

“China is famous as a country of porcelain, and the capital has reached the peak of
ceramic industry”, as one of Guo Moruo's poems says. Porcelain was first made in China,
and Jingdezhen is the world-known porcelain capital. Jingdezhen has a long and brilliant
history of porcelain making, which started inthe Han Dynasty, emerged in the Tang Dyna-
sty, rose in the Song Dynasty and flourished in the Ming and Qing Dynasties. In the year
of Jingde, the reign of Emperor Zhenzong of the Northern Song Dynasty, the Town of
Changnan was renamed the Town of Jingde, thanks to the imperial porcelain appreciated
by the Emperor. It was the first city ever in Chinense history that was named after an
emperor's reign year. This year will withess the millennium of Jingdezhen, the one-thousand-
year-old porcelain capital.

The long history of porcelain making has given birth to the brilliant ceramic culture.
During the development of ceramic culture and art, artisans and artists of one generation
ofter another have emerged. Jingdezhen has gathered the highlights of craftsmanship of
almost all the famous kilns in the world. The magic change of "fire" and "clay" also makes
Jingdezhen the centre for the national ceramic industry. For a thousand year, Jingdezhen
has represented the greatest accomplishments.

Labor creates beauty. In the year of millennium, let's recall the history. The reason
why Jingdezhen can maintain her thousand-year-old kiln fire, through which numerous
and marvellous works as precious as treasures have been turned out is that a large
group of artisans emerging one after another have been providing the endless motive
force. People on both banks of the Changjiang Riverand artists of generations have
created the long ceramic culture with their diligence and wisdom, leaving valuable art
works at different ages and making Jingdezhen ceramic art a dazzling pearlin the
treasure-hosue of China and of the world. What is best worth mentioning is what have
happened since the reform and opening to the outside world. A large number of exquisite
ceramic art works have been created by ceramic artists, who learn from the predecessors,
and other art schools, work hard in the course of exploration and pursue the integration
of concept and realm. shape and spirit, force and beauty, based on carrying forward
the tradition and absorbing foreign culture. It is the up-and-coming youngsters and the
artisans among the people who broke through the original pattern of ceramic art. They
review the charm of ceramic culture from the basic elements of fire and clay,carry forward
the tradition but still keep pace with the times. They learn from foreign arts but maintain
the national art style. They take the leading trend of oriental ceramic art with strong
modern ceramic art connotation. Thus a new pattern has come into shape in the cultural
clash between the traditional and the modern, the eastern and western, so that the
contemporary ceramic art is multi-elemental and colourful. The ceramic artists of Jingdezhen
account for a large proportion in the garden of ceramic artists of the world."A Collection
of Jingdezhen Ceramic Artists' Works" has collected a great number of well known
works by noted artists, providing good information for the world to better know Jingdezhen
and her ceramic culture. It is of special significance to issue the picture album on the
occasion of Jingdezhen's millennium anniversary.

The Lanshan Mountain reflects green in the Changjiang River, and porcelain makers
are intoxicated with the kiln flame. It's one thousand years since it ruled its domain. It's
our honour to carry forward the ceramic culture and restore the prestige of the
porcelain capital, as well as a holy duty borne by ceramic artists for the new millennium.
| sincerely wish all the ceramic artists of the city could carry out the historic commission
to advance with the times, bring forth new ideas. constantly improve their skills and reach
a new height .

Xu Ai-ming

April 18™, 2004

Secretary of the Municipal Party Committee Mayor of the Municipal Government
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