EmE R YUNNAN SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY PRESS



e

¥

¢ Wt |




7 & ki A

®
i
tH
%

Ep

B

B/
7

R
T
Rl

wil HasE REW
REW EBRE B8 F
BER BHe EHW

L P
WY (%) By BLE R e

1996 4F(12 BH)BEHE H A 1 M
1999 4F- 55 2 (K Bk
ISBN7-5416—0848-3/Z-150
EF @ 88.00 it



A
1
6 .
g3
=
25
] oo
¥ 00
£ 2w
B o

il

SRS

L YR




a
2
.

)

\\
\
)
AL
¢
B
A\
»
Y
A
9
(¢
N
e\




%K S B RA B
The Lancang River Bank in Water — Splashing Festival
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PREFACE

Dao Shixun
Vice — president of

YUNNAN PEOPLE’ S POLITICAL CONSULTATIVE CONFERENCE

Research Fellow of
YUNNAN INSTITUTE OF MINORITY NATIONALITY

On the desert strip of the Tropic of Cancer on the earth,
stands Xishuangbanna — an oasis located in south Yunnan
Province, China, which attracts world wild attention. The
land was previously called ” Mengbalanaxi”, which meant”
beautiful and mysterious paradise”. It adjoins Laosto the
southeast and Myanmar to the southwest. Its typical tropic
rainforest climate is always hot, humid, rainy and foggy
leading to abundant products of the land. Products, such as
rice, rubber, tea and other tropical economic crops.
Xishuangbanna is always Praised as” a green gem set in Chi-
na” on which four rivers run: Lancang River, Liusha River,
Luosuo River and Nanla River. The smooth river valleys are
crisscrossed with continuous mountains. With warm, humid
weather throughout the year, the land is always green in four
seasons and its forest covers 88% of the whole land.
Xishuangbanna is a veritable” Kingdom of both plants and an-
imals” .

During the tremendous changes throughout millions of
years of time, Xishuangbanna has fortunately avoided the
several glacial advances in geologic history and remains as a
primary area of concentrated forest with a complete spectrum
of a tropical forest ecological system. There are over four
thousand species of plants in the Xishuangbanna nature pre-
serve, one seventh of the total amount in the whole country.
At this time there are over five hundred species of mammals,
three hundred species of birds, forty species of amphibians
and sixty species of reptiles found in the exuberant primeval
forest which is regarded as an excellent habitat. In addition,
the rare animals, like wild elephants, bison, Indochinese
tigers, gibbons, lorises, hornbills and peacocks still breed
here.

“Xishuangbanna” is Dai language in which “Xishuang”
means “twelve” while "banna” means “administrativearea”.

Xishuangbanna has a long history. As long ago as 100
BC., the ancestors of Dai people in Xishuangbanna had been
recorded in writing in the historical record of the Han Dy-
nasty. Here, Dai, Han, Hani, Bulang, Lahu, Wa, Yao and
Jinuo nationalities reside together. They keep their pic-
turesque and special lifestyles and customs which has a
strong atmosphere of nationality appeal. Presently, there are
eight hundred thousand people living in Xishuangbanna, one third
of them are Dai people." Xishuangbanna Dai Nationality Autono-

mous Prefecture" was established in January 1953 with Jinhong

City, Menghai County and Mengla County under its jurisdiction.

Apart from the beautiful sights and mysterious nationality
customs of Xishuangbanna, people are to be even more im-
pressed by the Water Splashing Festival held once a year.
Water Splashing Festival is the new year in the Dai Calen-
dar. Specifically, during June in the Dai Calendar and April
in the Solar Calendar. On that day, Dai people splash water
on each other to celebrate the New Year. Water is the sym-
bol of holiness, goodness and brightness. Dai people regard
water as the god of life on which everything depends to live
and grow. Water Splashing Festival usually lasts three or
four days. People take part in the rowing dragon — boat
race, launching Gaosheng (a kind of mini rocket) and fire
lamps. Young boys and girls throw colorful pouches to each
other for expressing their mutual love. Water splashing is the
most exciting of all. People splash water onto each other as a
symbol of benediction. The more water one is splashed with,
the bigger benediction he receives. There is also an ancient
legend about Water Splashing Festival:

There was a devil in ancient time who could not be hurt
by knife, gun or even water, or fire. He always had his own
way, stealing treasures, kidnapping beauties and disrupting
the weather so that crops could not grow. Endless disasters
enveloped the land. There were seven Dai beauties who
were kidnapped by the devil as his wives. They hated him,
however, there was no way to escape. One day, the drunk
devil carelessly let out his secret that he could not killed by
anything but by being strangled by a skein of his hair. During
another night when the devil was drunk again, they strangled
him. However, as soon as his head rolled down to the
ground, it burned violently. The first wife hastened to pick
the devil’ s head up, and then the fire disappeared. In order
to protect their people from disaster, the seven beauties held
the devil’ s head alternatively year by year. When the turn
of the next came, people splashed water onto the previous
one to cleaning up. To commemorate the seven beauties,
Water Splashing Festival is held on New Year Day (in the
Dai Calendar) to eliminate disaster and express wishes of
well being for the coming year.

Xishuangbanna, an ancient and mysterious, beautiful
and colorful land displays its charisma to you like a green
peacock displaying its fine tail feathers. You will be intoxi-
cated by its sight and nationality customs when you visit.
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Living Close to Nature
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A Night Scene of the ” Crown Hotel”
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Banna Airport
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Bamboo Hotel of Dai Nationality
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Villa in Dai — Style
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Nationality Customs & Cultures Garden in Yunjinhong
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A Glimpse of New District of Jinhong
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