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Eternal Friendship

Mencius said, “The scholar whose virtue is most distinguished in a
village shall make friends of all the virtuous scholars in the village. The scholar
whose virtue is most distinguished throughout a State shall make friends of all
the virtuous scholars of that State. The scholar whose virtue is most distin-
guished throughout the kingdom shall make friends of all the virtuous schol-
ars of the kingdom. When a scholar feels that his friendship with all the
virtuous scholars of the kingdom is not sufficient to satisfy him, he proceeds
to ascend to consider the men of antiquity. He repeats their poems, and reads
their books, and as he does not know what they were as men, ‘to ascertain
this, he considers their history. This is to ascend and make friends of the men
of antiquity.” This ancient classical sentence tells a profound philosophy:
anybody, whether from another place or another country, may become our
friend. We can even make friends with ancient people whom we have never
met with each other if we can understand him by appreciating his articles,
poems or even his paintings. But what is the substantial prerequisite in mak-
ing friends?

Maxim Gorky, a renowned Russian novelist once said, “A true friend
* feels happy in your time of success but never flatters you. A friend offers
supports and encouragements in your time of sadness or agony. A friend
pinpoints lurking errors in your time of making mistakes.”

It’s said that in Arab two friends toured in the desert. Someday they had
a quarrel and one slapped the other on the face. The beaten one didn’t say a
word, humiliated, and he wrote on the sand, “My friend slapped me on the
face today.” Then they resumed their journey till fertile grassland came into
sight. They decided to take a rest. So thirsty was the slapped that he rushed
to drink water from a river. Unfortunately he slid himself into the river and
nearly drowned. Luckily, his friend arrived in time for his rescue. Then the
slapped carved another word with a sword on a stone, “My friend saved my

life today.” His friend standing beside and asked him curiously, “Why did you




scribble the slap down in the sand but inscribe the aid on the stone, instead?”
The saved smiled and answered, “If a person is hurt by his friend, it should be
scribbled down in some place where it will be easily forgotten, as wind can
sweep it away utterly; while if a person is rescued by his friend, it should be
inscribed deep in heart where no wind could erode it.” Generally, most hurts
between friends are unintentional but assistance is out of heart. We should
forget the harmless hurts and remember the sincere assistance.

Similar tales can be found with no efforts in China’s long history of
civilization. For instance, in ancient China, a man named Yu Boya is expertise
in playing Qin (an ancient stringed instrument similar to the lyre or zither but
having a trapezoidal sounding board under the strings). His friend, Zhong Ziqi
excels in appreciating his music. Once Boya begins playing several notes in

praise of the magnificence of Mount Tai, Ziqi immediately blurts out the

exact exquisite beauty of Mount Tai. Once Boya’s music intends to glorify
the roaring water, “Your music sounds like the howling river” is Ziqi’s re-
sponse. In a word, whatever Boya tries to convey through music, Ziqi can
comprehend it without an error. When Zhong Ziqi passes away, Yu Boya
never plays Qin again.

Here is a well-known poem “Quince” from The Book of Songs:

A quince she threw to me,

A jade pendant I gave her in return.

It was not just a requital,

But to show I'd love her forever.

A peach she threw to me,
A gem pendant I gave her in return.
It was not just a requital,

But to show I'd love her forever.

A plum she threw to me,

A jasper pendant I gave her in return.

It was not just a requital,

But to show I'd love her forever.

Jade, gem, and jasper are three kinds of precious stones which are thou-
sands of times costly than the quince, peach and plum together. It is admi-

rable of “I” in the poem to treat friends in such a generous way. Thus, dis-
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putes over the meaning of this poem did exist long. Zhuxi, a representative of
Confucianism in Song Dynasty adhered to the idea that the poem intended to
praise love between a man and a woman through gift exchanges, whereas Yao
Jiheng, one of the spokesmen of Poetics in Qing Dynasty didn’t sing in
chorus. He asked why not it could be interpreted as ode to companionship
between friends. Therefore the essence of the poem can be comprehended in
a broader sense. In fact, people quote it more often to chant the beauty of
companionship in their daily life.

China is one of those countries who are famous for etiquette and civili-
zation. It is cherished that people treat each other with all sincerity and
courtesy calls for reciprocity. Proverbs like “Give a plum in return for a
peach — return present for present”, “Little help brings much return” are very
popular. Although the sentence from the poem “A quince she threw to me, A
jade pendant I gave her in return.” is not so pronounced as the above two
proverbs, its implication is far-reaching. Just as the poem goes, the purpose
of the return for a jade, a gem or a Jasper is not for requital, but to show love
and to cherish the friendship. It is easily seen that the affection between
people, including the love between couples and the friendship between friends,
weighs much more than gifts. In a word, friendship and love always come first
in Chinese culture.

It is the virtue that friendship and companionship have priorities that
endows Chinese people with friends around the world. In the early 1950s,
North Korea, our adjacent country was invaded by the United States. With
the concept that China and Korea were so closely related as lips and teeth and
the two peoples were good neighbors going through thick and thin together,
the Chinese made tremendous sacrifices and dispatched massive armies for
their rescue. They fought bravely in the campaign to resist U.S. aggression
and aid Korea at the cost of their blood and lives. Even now, many Chinese
people born at that time still bear the name Yuanchao (to aid North Korea) for
commemoration.

In the 1960s, the newly independent African countries met a very harsh
situation in economy and technology. The Chinese shared the hardship with
them and offered a helping hand in railway construction to bridge Tanzania
with Zambia, which gained trust and friendship of the Africans. In 2008, a
worst catastrophic earthquake happened ever since the founding of the



People’s Republic of China devastating Wenchuan County of Sichuan Prov-
ince. At the time of the disaster, aids kept coming from all sides. Funds and
donations streamed in Sichuan continuously. Meanwhile, medical detach-
ments, tents, clothes and goods swarmed into Sichuan from many countries.
Pricy as goods are, priceless is love out of friendship. In return, our govern-
ment claimed heartfelt gratitude to the international friends repeatedly.

All these instances are solid evidence of the fact that the Chinese people

cherish friendship.

Friendship is a special emotion which comes from a mutual communica- |

tion between friends. If you can expose your feelings and secrets to a person,
friendship yields between you two. If a person gives you his total trust and
respect, friendship is called.

Friendship is based on mutual respect, which requires irrigation of love
and nutrition of heart. Carl Marx once said, no one can live without friends,
but a real friend is not an easy call. Friendship needs sewing with honesty,
irrigating with passion, nurturing with care and protecting with understand-
ing. It proves that friendship plays a significant role in our life. Our present
society advocates the harmony between human beings and the environment,
so we should establish harmonious and friendly relations with peoples and
nations from diverse cultures. In this book, some ancient stories and tales will
lead you to learn, to comprehend, and to figure out the ways our respectful
ancestors treated and took hold of friendship. With the several stories about
friendship and companionship of people from different times, this book is to

convey a notion that a real friend is sure to value beyond all wealth.
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