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INTRODUCTION

With the financial assistance of the Canadian International Development Agency
(CIDA) and the guidance of the Centre for Human Settlement, University of British
Columbia, Canada, the scholars from China, Indonesia, Thailand, Vietnam and Canada
began the international human settlement research in 1993. The participants in this project
in China are, Institute of Architectural and Urban Studies, Tsinghua University, Beijing,
College of Architecture and Urban Planning, Tongji University, Shanghai, and Centre for
Urban and Regional Studies, Zhongshan university, Guangzhou.

The international human settlement research aims to study the strategic development of
the human residential environment in order that a practical and a satisfactory dwelling and
living environment can be established in China and other developing countries. The project
consists of three parts, that is, study on metropolitan’s growth, old city’s renewal and
small town’s development. The old city’s renewal is one of the important main contents.

Guangzhou, the ancient city with 2000 years history, is the capital of Guangdong
province and the central city of South China. As one of the external economic and culture
exchange centre in China, Guangzhou is striving for objective of modernization, interna-
tional city. But the area of old city in Guangzhou is very large, which hinde;s fhe city’s de-
velopment. There is high density population, high construction density, crowded residen-
tial environment, heavy traffic jam and heavy polluted environment in old city. In order to
accumulate experience for old city’s renewal, in early stage of 80’s, the City government se-
lected Jinhua Neighbourhood in Liwan District and Dongfeng Neighbourhood in Yuexiu Dis-
trict as test area of rebuilding. After more than 10 years rebuilt, the face and the environ-
ment of two Neighbourhoods have been improved greatly; however, because there are many
complex problems in old city, the renewal work of two neighbourhoods hasn’t been complet-
ed yet. .

We choose Jinhua Neighbourhood as the object of our old city renewal study. The re-
search involves not only problems related to urban planning and management, population,
economy, real estate development, and sociology, but also land policy, housing policy,
population policy, urban development system, urban planning system, and finance policy.
In recent three years, we have managed to collect the firsthand material by informal discus-
sion, visiting households, investigation, field prospecting and pursuit siudy. By qualitative
and quantitative method, we analysed the evolution process and current feature of old city,
inhabitant’s housing and employment, environment, communication, social service facili-
ties and problems, then discussed the way to solving these problems. We hope that our re-
search will provide references for government departments and executive organization to for-
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mulate housing and urban development policies.

In September 1995, International Workshop on Old City Renewal was held in Zhong-
shan University. All the participant units in International Human Settlement Prroject sub-
mitted papers. Papers in this book, presented by Centre for Urban and Regional Studies,
Zhongshan University, are part achievements of research on Jinhua Neighbourhood.

Research on Jinhua Neighbourhood’s renewal, Guangzhou, which will last to the year
1997, is directly conducted by Ph. D. supervisor, Professor Xu Xuegiang. In providing
this book, we are in debt to Doctor Laquian, Doctor Leaf, and Doctor You-Tien Hsing of
the Centre for Human Settlement, University of British Columbia, Canada, for their spe-
cific guidance. We wish to express our sincere gratitude to professor Wu Liangyong at Ts-
inghua University and Professor Zheng Shiling at Tongji University for their direction and
help. We acknowledge too, the enormous help form Guangzhou Planning Bureau, Liwan
District Government, Liwan Construct Committee, Liwan Planning Branch, Jinhua
Neighbourhood Office. Finally, we thank Professor Yan Xiaopei, Miss Zhu Hong at Cen-
tre for Urban and Regional Studies, Zhongshan University, for their efforts for the publica-
tion of this book.

Wei Qingquan

Vice-director,

Centre for Urban and Regional Studies
Zhongshan University

February 1996, Guangzhou
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COMMENTS ON THE RENEWAL OF OLD AREA IN GUANGZHOU CITY:
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by Wei Qingquan
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H1-2 HAEUNESEHEXKVEREHE
Fig. 1 -2 Site Diagrammatic Drawing of JinHua Block before Ming and Qing Dynasty

B1-3 BERHEEHFX
Fig. 1-3  JinHuaBlock in Qing Dynasty
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m1-4 RESHNEESR
Fig. 1-4 JinHuaBlock in  the period of the Republic of China

B 1-5 LXK uE
Fig. 1-5 JinHuaBlock Planning Drawing
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