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Chen Shi-bin

Biography

Born in Anhui, China, Chen Shi Bin is an associate professor of art at Dalian Art Institute of Fine Arts, Northeast University in
Dalian, China. He has never joined any artists' associations

on local, regional or national level. He started painting when he was a child. He was sent to countryside for many years during the
Cultural Revolution. 1982, he graduated from Fuyang Teachers' College and studied in the China Central Academy of Fine Arts
and the China Fine Arts Research Institute during 1990-2005.

He has appeared in many group shows and solo shows on a regional and national levels.Many of his works can be seen in public
and private collections around world including US, France, Japan, Singapore, Korean, China Taiwan and China Hongkong.

E-mail: dicsbcn@yahoo.com.cn \ 87655871@163.com
Tel: 86-411-87509525 13940877586
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For Farewell To My Old Style

There are two reasons for publishing this book, first is to
warn myself that I must paint in different ways. I dont believe
that when one has a consistent style then he can continually
copy that style. I believe that as human being, one cannot walk
backwards. Secondly, the beautiful scenes are fleeting as soci—
ety changes.

I was passionate for making art since my early childhood. I
am grateful that I was admitted to college study right after the
end of the Cultural Revolution in 1977. T was extremely persis—
tent to reach the goal of college since the competition for col-
lege was furious, but I am regret the fact that I did not become
a professional artist after my graduation from college in 1982.
However, I am content with what I have achieved and what |
have experienced. I feel my current passion for art would be far
gone had I worked as a cultural official in a local cultural and
art bureau. At the beginning of my career, I was an art teacher
at a rural village; a poster painter for law offices; an art design—
er at a local bank; a graphic designer; a print supervisor; editor
of a newspaper and magazine; and eventually a documentary
photographer and free —lance artist. In the early 1980s-90,
all the institutions that I mentioned above could not afford to
support a professional artist, but I could not have survived
without them. In my early years, I went to the countryside as a
peasant following Chairman Mao’s policy, I went to Hainan
Province to try my luck in the business circle, and eventually I
came to Dalian as a newspaper editor. During the daytime, I
worked as a freelance writer, in the evenings I sat in front my
canvas for hours. I purchased art materials by using my salary,
and 1 enriched myself spiritually as an artist. Ten years after
my graduation I had an opportunity to further my study at Chi-
na Central Academy of Fine Arts in Beijing China. My wife
and I almost sold everything we owned in supporting me for the
expenses that I needed in Beijing. Ten years have passed, in

2003, the newspaper that I worked with was stopped by the

China Central Bureau of News and Press. When I celebrated
my 50th birthday last year, I started to think about what I
should do and how I should do it as far as my career was con—
cerned. In the past decades, I always suffered from the conflict
between making money to support my family and making the
time to paint. In the next year, I decided to further my studies
one more time at the China Fine Arts Institute in Beijing. I felt
that learning from how masters painted was not the right way of
learning; rather, I must learn from the unknown, to experiment,
to try to reach the artistic utopia. However, it may never be ex—
isted. Through these years of hard work and self-reliance, I
feel 1 have even more doubts and lack confidence in my art di—
rection. | feel as though I've lost my realistic skills that I dili-
gently trained for many years.

What you see here, perhaps are the sorrow fruits that have
not matured, not pure enough, not harsh enough, not reach the
state of extreme expression. Today, I put my painting images to—
gether to encourage myself that I have another ten years to
achieve my ultimate goals. I am persistent. I love making art,
especially painting landscapes as the subject. I always feel my
heart is purified when I paint in front of the landscape that u—
nifies natural wonders and nice atmosphere. I hunger for the
transcendent experience in the spectacular scenes that include
high mountains, peaceful spring water, light and color in
changing space.

This book is for honoring my teachers, mentors, relatives
and friends for their, encouragements, and patience. I could not
achieve anything today without their tremendous supports. It is
also for memorize the fleeting images of southern Anhui land-
scapes and the old architectures in Dalian that built by the
Japanese and the Russian colonists almost century ago. For
both history and present, perhaps it is best way to paint them

before they are disappeared.
CHEN Shibin
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