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Ralph Waldo Emerson

58EHA

ABEEHBAKR - REA% - RREHXR (EFEREN) (The Conduct of
Life), EBRAERXEELANERAR, HXEMIFA, RFABZAREXY
FWAHRE, W —EFRRS, KAEHKKX,

If thought makes free, so does the moral sentiment. The mixtures of

spiritual chemistry refuse to be analyzed. Yet we can see that with the perception
of truth is joined the desire that it shall prevail. That affection is essential to will.
Moreover, when a strong will appears, it usually results from a certain unity of
organization, as if the whole energy of body and mind flowed in one direction.
All great force is real and elemental. There is no manufacturing a strong will.
There must be a pound to balance a pound. Where power is shown in will, it
must rest on the universal force. Alaric and Bonaparte must believe they rest on a
truth , or their will can be bought or bent. There is a bribe” possible for any finite
will. But the pure sympathy with universal ends is an infinite force, and cannot
be bribed or bent. Whoever has had experience of the moral sentiment cannot
choose but believe in unlimited power. Each pulse from that heart is an oath from
the Most High. I know not what the word sublime® means, if it be not the
intimations® in this infant of a terrific force. A text of heroism, a name and
anecdote of courage, are not arguments, but sallies of freedom. One of these is
the verse of the Persian Hafiz, “Tis written on the gate of Heaven, ‘ Wo unto
him who suffers himself to be betrayed by Fate!’” Does the reading of history

make us fatalists? What courage does not the opposite opinion show! A little

o Do
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whim of will to be free gallantly@ contending against the universe of chemistry.

But insight is not will, nor is affection will. Perception is cold, and
goodness dies in wishes; as Voltaire said, tis the misfortune of worthy people that
they are cowards; “un des plus grands malheurs des honnetes gens c’est qu’ils
sont des lafaches. ” There must be a fusion of these two to generate the energy of
will. There can be no driving force, except through the conversion of the man
into his will, making him the will, and the will him. And one may say boldly,
that no man has a right perception of any truth, who has not been reacted on by
it, so as to be ready to be its martyr®.

The one serious and formidable thing in nature is a will. Society is servile®
from want of will, and therefore the world wants saviours and religions. One way
is right to go: the hero sees it, and moves on that aim, and has the world under
him for root and support.

He is to others as the world. His approbation” is honor; his dissent,
infamy@. The glance of his eye has the force of sunbeams. A personal influence
towers up in memory only worthy, and we gladly forget numbers, money,

climate , gravitation@ , and the rest of Fate.

)7& . @ bribe n. #% (2 sublime adj. &™), @&
@ @ intimation n. %, EX 4 @ gallantly adv. % sk

%i G martyr n. 4G4, A ©) servile adj. 4 F iy, dbkeh
@ (7) approbation n. F ki, AT @® infamy n. # %AxdE, A4

(9) gravitation n. ¥R A, 5| A 4R
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Six Famous Words

William Lyon Phelps

CBERO
ABRVEOXEMEAFEB L ERE - B8 - HRBH (1865—
1943) 4R (XFHE) (Six Famous Words) . % /Rt #i %A (ARANR
RFRE). (0 HLRRB) F. EXTHRALEE, FoHEHE. B
REiAD o

b I

.
E 0 be or not to be”. Outside the Bible, there six words are the most

famous in all the literature of the world. They were spoken by Hamlet when he
was thinking aloud, and they are the most famous words in Shakespeare because
Hamlet was speaking not only for himself but for every thinking man and woman.
To be or not to be — to live or not to live, to live richly and abundantly” and
eagerly, or to live dully and meanly and scarcely. A philosopher once wanted to
know whether he was alive or not, which is a good question for everyone to put to
himself occasionally. He answered it by saying: “I think, therefore I am.”

But the best definition of existence I ever saw was one written by another
philosopher who said: “To be is to be in relations. ” If this is true, then the more
relations a living thing has, the more it is alive. To live abundantly means simply
to increase the range and intensity of our relations. Unfortunately we are so
constituted® that we get to love our routine. But apart from our regular
occupation how much are we alive? If you are interested only in your regular
occupation, you are alive only to that extent. So far as other things are

concerned — poetry and prose, music, pictures, sports, unselfish friendships,

6 -
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politics, international affairs — you are dead.

Contrariwise®

, it is true that every time you acquire a new interest — even
more, a new accomplishment — you increase your power of life. No one who is
deeply interested in a large variety of subjects can remain unhappy, the real
pessimist is the person who has lost interest.

Bacon said that a man dies as often as he loss a friend. But we gain new life
by contacts, new friends. What is supremely® true of living objects is only less
true of ideas, which are also alive. Where your thoughts are, there will your life
be also. If your thoughts are confined only to your business, only to your
physical welfare, only to the narrow circle of the town in which you live, then
you live in a narrow circle of the town in which you live, then you live in a
narrow circumscribed® life. But if you are interested in what is going on in
China, then you are living in China; if you are interested in the characters of a
good novel, then you are living with those highly interesting people; if you listen
intently to fine music, you are away from your immediate surroundings and living
in a world of passion and imagination.

To be or not to be — to live intensely and richly, or merely to exist, that
depends on ourselves. Let us widen and intensify our relations. While we live,

let us live!

@ abundantly adv. # % # (2 constitute vr. # 5, 1%

%

1

® @ contrariwise adv. A% @ supremely adv. & bk, % &
v |

bk 4 ; & circumscribe vt. fg----- R X &, Rk

B




