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Part One

Pronunciation skills are now increasingly being regar-
ded as important in a communicative approach to teaching
English as a Foreign/Second Language. Morley argues that
pronunciation belongs at the very core of a communicative
approach to language teaching by writing that “Intelligible
pronunciation is an essential component of communicative
competence” (Morley: 1991, 488). © The purpose of this
course book, therefore, is to enable the learner to acquire
the so-called “intelligible pronunciation” through a thorough
analysis and systematic training of individual sounds in part
one “Sounds of English”, and sounds in practical communi-

cation in part two,“Sounds in Connected Speech. ”

O AL TERNRERERES HXBERBS. XERRETHE
EENERE.
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é Unit One Infroduction

The part of “Sounds of English” introduces organs of

speech, explains basic ideas about the ways of producing
English speech sounds, or phonemes, © identifies the major
classes into which speech sounds are divided according to the
International Phonetic Alphabet system (IPA), and offers
related theories and carefully designed exercises.

The very focus of this part will be on the exact methods
of producing English speech sounds by studying on specific
manners and places of articulation, or the act or manner of
producing a speech sound, of the RP® of English and their
most commonly appearing variants. Furthermore, some ad-
vices will be given to the Chinese learners who are now
learning English as their second langﬁage. In addition, rele-
vant exercise will be offered so as to help learners consoli-
date what they have learned. In short, it aims at providing

students with “intelligible pronunciation” at phonemic level,

O HFNLHR WESTRDGBEE AL, TURKEX WX,
pan 1 ban RS —4F R M pan Bl/p/FF 15, 7 ban B4 /b/FFIE.
QRIS 537 ):1985,214)

@ HEEMRERE.
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namely, the ability of recognizing and producing correct
English sounds, and the ability of monitoring and modifying
the sounds they produce, and thereby building up their con-
fidence, @

1.1 Sound Production: Resonators
and Speech Organs

In order to study speech sounds, it is necessary to have
an idea of the organs of speech and their functions. Most
sounds in speech are produced by passing a stream of air
from the lungs through one or more resonators belonging to

the phonetic apparatus. The basic resonators are (see figure

one and figure two below) ;
Resonators@(Figure 1)
1. the pharyngeal cavity
2. the oral cavity
3. the labial cavity

4. the nasal cavity

English sounds “cannot be accurately
produced without a clear understanding of speech organs in the
above mentioned resonators. Attention should be given to the
changes of shapes and positions of such speech organs as tongue,

O BEFIZNFIBGEEEEDLTEFEASHE, FHETHS
HEFNERRGER. TUR K ERKE, Tﬁﬁﬂxﬁﬁmﬁ% ¥#*
MBI BRI EEIBEENERE O,

© JtmsR.l WE 2 O 3. BhE 4 RE.



lips, soft palate and so on, or acceptable
production of English sounds cannot be
made. Figure on the right locates the
right places of the speech organs,
Articulating Organs®(Figure 2)

1. lips 2. teeth
3.gum . 4. hard palate
5. soft palate 6. uvula

7. apex /tongue tip 8. dorsum of the tongue
9. back of the tongue  10. larynx

11, vocal cords 12. windpipe

13. epiglottis 14, pharynx

15. nasal cavity

W 1.2 Manners of Articulation
and Places of Articulation®

The distinction between manner of articulation and

place of articulation is particularly important for the classifi-

O REHE:LE LW 3.FM 4 LE 5 B 6 %
TER 8EW 9.FHM 10.BE 1LAEE 1258 13. &K
T4 W 15, S (2R3, 2003,3),

© REHEMREWM: REMHFENBANEROAILBENEE, 25
WIREH LT UME R A R B A R (RS RS 5T 4
REER T MOBIR TSI OE AR R OB (R E RO
Ezﬁ);%Mﬂuﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁ?%%ﬁﬁ(#ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁmﬁ);ﬁ%ﬁ!
ﬁﬁ#ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁﬁ%ﬂlﬁsmﬂﬁz,ﬁnﬁﬁﬁﬁf&ts‘&ﬁ‘d\
R 1%, REMAERE Figure 1 7 Figure 2 Firty R B,



cation of consonants., The manner of articulation (35 f2#4 .

2005, 343)is defined by a number of factors:

a) whether there is vibration of the vocal cords decides
whether the sound is voiced or voiceless;

b) whether there is obstruction of the air stream at any
point above the glottis decides whether the sound is a
consonant or vowel;

¢) whether the air stream passes through the nasal cavity in
addition to the oral cavity decides whether the sound is
nasal or oral;

d) whether the air stream passes through the middle of the
oral cavity or along the side(s) decides whether the
sound is non-lateral or lateral.

The place of articulation is the point where the air

stream is obstructed. (77 fiffk. 2005, 421)

B 1.3 General Classification
of Speech Sounds

There are, briefly, 48 phonetic symbols marking Eng-
lish speech sounds/phonemes. They are generally divided
into two main classes: vowels and consonants. If the air,
once out of the glottis, is allowed to pass freely through the
resonators, the sound is a vowel. In producing them there is
vibration of the vocal cords. So all vowels are voiced. If the
air, once out of the glottis, is obstructed, partially or total-

ly, in one or more places, the sound is a consonant. A sub-

5



class of vowel is called diphthong, which refers to the com-
plex speech sound or glide that begins with one vowel and
gradually changes to another vowel within the same sylla-
ble. Semi-vowels are somewhere in between vowels and con-

sonants,



é/ Unit Two Vowels and Diphthongs

In English, there are twenty vowels in all. Speech
sounds are produced th:oug_h the air passage. As long as the
passage is so large that no obstruction is made, the sound
produced falls into the class of vowels. The chief character-
istic of the vowels is the freedom with which the air-stream,
once out of the glottis, passes through the speech organs.
The supra-glottal resonators do not cut off or constrict the
air; they cause only resonance, that is to say, the reinforce-
ment of certain frequency ranges. A vowel’s quality is decid-
‘ed by the following elements:

a) the number of active resonators (among the oral, labial,
and nasal cavities) ;

b) the shape of the oral cavity;

¢) the size of the oral cavity.

Vowels are divided into two large groups: monophthongs
(pure vowels) and diphthongs. Monophthongs are simple vowel
sounds in accordance with the positions and shapes of the tongue
and lips. The tongue positions can be forward or backward, u;;
or down and so forth; the lips may be spread, rounded or neutral

| (relaxed in the normal way). If these speech organs remain their
7



