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This is a land of fascination. Seventy percent of it is cocooned under green mountains, ten percent being farmland, and twenty
percent crisscrossed by or strung with waters. A pleasant climate, rich resources, and talented people, are additional factors

contributing to the charms of this land, which is none other than Zhejiang Province in East China.

The 6os-km-long Qiantang River meanders its way eastward across this land before emptying into the East China Sea at the
Hangzhou Bay. The river, which nurtures the hilly southeastern coastal areas, was known in ancient times as "Zhejiang River",

Obviously the province derived its name from this river.

The southeast Chinese province of Zhejiang is separated to the east from the East China Sea by a 1,840-km-long coastal line that
is evocative of the Golden Coast and curvaceous enough to accentuate the beauty of Southeast Zhejiang. This 101,800-square-km
land takes the shape of a heart imbedded in the fertile Yangtze River Delta, and is home to 46 million people living in peace and

contentment.

The civilization of Zhejiang qoes back to remote antiquity. Of the three deified sages of Chinese mythology, two came from
Zhejiang. The legendary King Shun developed paddy rice in present-day Shangyu, Zhejiang, thereby delivering humanity from
primitive barbarism. Yu the Great dedicated himself to taming the great rivers, and by the time he breathed the last breath in Guiji
Maountain, Shaoxing, his fellow countrymen were free from the menace of floods thanks to his Herculean efforts, The Hemudu
Culture of 7,000 years ago and the Liangzhu Culture of 5,000 years ago were among the earliest civilizations of mankind, and

because of them Zhejiang is acclaimed as one of the cradles of Chinese civilization.

Zhejiang is a favorite of Mother Nature. Its land is picturesque and its resources are abundant. By their diligence and industry, our

ancestors turned this place into a nice home for posterity. Dynasty after dynasty has come and qgone, yet Zhejiang still remained



a land of peace and plenty. During the 150 years after the Southern Song Dynasty(1127-1279) established its capital in Lin'an
(present-day Hangzhou), Zhejiang was the political, economic, cultural and military centre of China, and Lin'an was a booming
city for well over a century, leaving the province with a rich cultural legacy. In the years that followed, Zhejiang remained a land
of prosperity, and its achievements in philosophy, literature, theatre, arts and religion were the pride of the local peaple. An
impressive galaxy of people have filled history with their deeds, and this land with their renown. Since the beginning of the 2oth

century, Zhejiang has figured prominently in China in economics, politics, national defense or culture,

Zhejiang is also a trendsetter, marching in the van of the new age and in the upsurge of reform and opening up to the outside
world. The last 20 or 50 years have seen the local people make history and economic miracles. Specialized commodity markets,
privately-run enterprises, and distinctive regional economies - these and other developments have put the province in the
front ranks nationwide. It is a place where wealth is being created and accumulated at astonishing speeds, knowledge is being
cherished more than anything else, and the finest Chinese culture is fermenting with foreign cultures and being carried forward

and further developed. Zhejiang of today is one of the fastest growing regions in the nation's economic and social scene.

Zhejiang has earned a niche for itself in a world that has just stepped over the threshold of a new century. On that basis it is

making giant steps in its globalization drive.
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Mountains, whose thickets of towering peaks and sheer cliffs wreak up a topographi-
cal turmoil, and rivers and lakes, mirroring the sky and the world around them in
their bosoms, combine to form a landscape of picture-perfect dimensions.

The Tianmu, Guiji, Tiantai, Guacang, and Yandang are among the most famed moun-
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tains in Zhejiang. The West Lake, the Thousand-Island Lake, the East Lake, the South
Lake and the Dongqian Lake are its most renowned lakes. And the Qiantang, Oujiang,
and Nanxi are its mighty rivers, Adding to this list of landmarks of Zhejiang are also

11 national scenic resorts,

Exquisite beauty is a hallmark of the landscape of Zhejiang. Scenic spots are provi-
dently spaced, and their diversity of colors cultivates a cultu ral ambience steeped in
tradition and folklore. The literati and men of letters through the ages never grudged
their language, poetic, pictorial and otherwise, when they sang the praise of this
piece of land. From the landscape poems of the Kingdom of Wei (220-265) and the
Jin Dynasty(265-420), the poems of the Tang Dynasty(618-907), and the ¢/ lyrics of
the Song Dynatsty(960-1279), to the works of calligraphy and painting created dur-
ing the intervening years, there is no lack of famous pieces that sing the praise of
this land. The Tang poem Remembering the Region South of the Yangtze are still on
the lips of people old and young, and the Yuan—Dynasty(uoé—ﬁoB) painting Abode
in the Fuchun Mountain is still mesmerizing countless people. These works of art
have helped spread the reputation of Zhejiang far and wide.

"It doesn’t matter whether a mountain is high or low. It becomes famous so long as
it is associated with the immortals.” That is to say, only with traces of people can a
land come alive and kicking. The Orchid Pavilion, where people of yore gathered in
a bamboo grove and drank from cups left to float on a winding canal, became a
sanctuary of Chinese calligraphy because of the celebrated calligrapher Wang Xizhi's
Preface to the Collection of Poems of the Orchid Pavilion. The two causeways, namely
the Bai Causeway and the Su Causeway, add beauty to the West Lake because they
were built by the two literary giants —— Baj Juyi and Su Dongpo —— ~during
their respective tenures of office in Hangzhou. It suffices to say that the fascination
of the land of Zhejiang stems from both nature and cultures. The combination of
natural beauty and a rich cultural legacy is what makes the province many people's
place-in-dream to be.
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