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Editor’s Note

hen we were embarking on this book, some people expressed doubt as

to whether it would be possible at all. T was warned that this would be a

difficult, even a dangerous task. How could a book, with a finite number
of pages, possibly meet all the expectations that different readers would have for it,
depending on their standpoint in the University today or their own particular experience
of itin the past? So a few explanations, even disclaimers, are needed. This is not a linear
history of the whole 800 years, or an encyclopaedic guide to every part of Cambridge
activity. As the subtitle suggests, we have tried to produce a wide-angled picture of the
University coming up to the 800th anniversary in 2009, showing at least the range of
teaching and research, and giving an impression of extracurricular life, using many
voices. There are inevitable omissions. Though some of the carly history is here too,
the main stress is on the last 60 years in which so much has changed so fast, and on the
present day.

Among the several strands that make up the book, the first is the personal recollections
of alumni, which are woven throughout. The soliciting of first hand testimony is a hit or
miss process, and there are imbalances in the way different generations respond. Many
are suspicious of these general exhortations. So we need to thank all who overcame
their inhibitions, and followed so well the stern guidelines requesting a sharp focus. It
has been possible to use only a portion of what was received, and contributions have
been edited. The second strand comes with the illustrations. As well as the many picture
sources credited separately, we owe thanks to a talented list of photographers who are
graduates or have strong Cambridge connections, and who allowed us to use their work.
They include Antony Barrington Brown, Christopher Angeloglou, Phillip Brown, David
Thomas, Hiroshi Shimura, Thsan Aslam and Michael Derringer. We should also thank
the Varsity cartoonists over the years, including the most recent, Anna Trench.

Commissioned articles provide the third strand. I am grateful to all who agreed to write
about complex subjects in a very limited number of words, and submitted to deadlines
that some academics regarded as brutal, so gracefully and effectively. I owe a special
and personal debt to two contributors in particular. Apart from writing their own pieces,
Professor Malcolm Longair and Professor Ron Laskey gave invaluable help with the
assembly of the sections that deal with the physical sciences and technology, and with
the biological and medical sciences. While doing this they found themselves drawn
into the editorial grind more deeply than they might have wished. If this resulted in a
temporary loss to science, it was our gain. I am also grateful to our Advisory Committee,
who gave wise guidance, understood the constraints, and were supportive throughout.

Peter Pagnamenta
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1 Introduction 3

The real quest is not for knowledge but for

understanding...’

“COERREARA TR, [iRH TR

GORDON JOHNSON X B - A

e mark the passing of 800

years, and that is indeed a

remarkable span for any
institution. But history is never an even-
flowing stream, and the most remarkable
thing about modern Cambridge has
been its enormous growth over the
past half-century. Since I came up as
an undergraduate in 1961 the student
population has more than doubled (from
just under 9,000 to just over 18,000),
graduate students now constitute about a
third of the whole; just as notable, around
half of all students are now women. More
students have meant more teachers, and,
even more significantly, more scholars
devoted solely to research: every category
has more than doubled in numbers. This
huge increase has been partly absorbed
by an expansion of the Colleges: they all
have more students and more Fellows than
they did 50 years ago; and, since 1954, no
fewer than 11 of the 31 Colleges are either
brand new foundations, such as New Hall,
Churchill, Darwin, Wolfson, Clare Hall,

FATL&HE B 800 4, X XHE
il — UL SR U SRR T AR 5
B, (BT S AR SR R R P B B B
&, WA R, HAFHEH
R TEELEE ML HRBHE
K&, BM 1961 ER AR ARl 4 3
ASIBFLASK, %4 ABBELMK T —
5%, WA R 9,000 A B0 %] 18,000
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Lucy Cavendish and Robinson, or have
been conjured up as new creations from
existing but quite different bodies, like
Homerton, Hughes Hall, Fitzwilliam and

St Edmund’s.

From being a University primarily driven
by undergraduate education, Cambridge’s
reputation is now overwhelmingly tied to
its research achievements, which can be
simply represented by the fact that more
than three-quarters of its current annual
income is devoted to research. This has
brought not just new laboratories but
new buildings to house whole faculties
and departments: in the mid-twentieth
century few faculties (and those mainly in
the sciences) had a physical manifestation
beyond, perhaps, a library and a couple
of administrative offices. As late as the
1960s, the History Faculty existed as the
Seeley Library (then in the Cockerell
Building beside the Senate House, now
the Caius College Library) and a tiny
bolt-hole in Green Street presided over
by the formidable Miss Box. Now it has a
remarkable (if controversial) building on
the Sidgwick site, surrounded by buildings
for Law, Music, Divinity, English,
Philosophy, Criminology, Classics,
Modern and Medieval Languages,
and Asian and Middle Eastern
Studies.

Physically, the University has
burst out of the old town centre:

the University Library, Selwyn
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B 1 Introduction §35

and Newnham no longer form outposts
on the western frontier, since beyond
and between them lie new colleges and
scientific departments relocated to West
Cambridge from old places in the city
centre; Peterhouse, Engineering and
Chemistry no longer stand sentinel to
the south, since distant on the road to
Colchester lies Addenbrooke’s Hospital
(itself moved from Trumpington Street)
with the Clinical School and a vast array
of bio-scientific research laboratories and

institutes.

Cambridge attracts the best students
and academics because they find the
University and the Colleges stimulating
and enjoyable places in which to live and
work. The students are thrown in with
similarly able minds, learning as much
from each other as from their teachers;
the good senior academics know better
than to be too hierarchical or to cut
themselves off from intellectual criticism
and debate. In the sciences there is often
agreed progress, but even here there will
be conflicting ideas and uncertainties.
One generation dismisses another: not
even Erasmus or Newton, Darwin or
Keynes stand unscathed by the passage
of time; nor can we be but humbled,
especially in our day when so much
information is so easily accessible, by the
vast store of knowledge which we can
approach but never really control. Our

library and museum collections bring
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