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PREFACE

Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region is vast in territory, rich in geoheritages and abundant in tourism resources.
The geoheritage sites in Inner Mongolia are widely distributed from Arxan Volcanoes, and warm springs in the
Daxing'anling Range, via granite stone forests in Hexigten to gobi and desert in the west.

The establishment of Hexigten Global Geopark not only plays a very important demonstrating role in the
protection of geoheritages and development of tourism resources in Inner Mongolia, but also greatly improves
the development of local economy. This global geopark is characterized by its unique, beautiful, systematic and
comprehensive geoheritages, which represent major geoheritage types in the central Inner Mongolia. There
are world-rare unique granite stone forests, granite mortars, Quaternary cirque groups, which are mostly well-
preserved, largest in scale and complete in phase in east China. Xar Moron River is a crucial tectonic boundary
in north China, there are many large-scale and polymetal resources along this belt; Hunshandak, located at the
converging zone between agricultural area and pastoral area, is one of the most important landscapes in the
geopark; the boundless Gonggar Grassland and Wulanbutong Grassland are the most beautiful grasslands in Inner
Mongolia, they are called as the backyard garden of Beijing.

The Hexigten Global Geopark is at the converging site of the Mongolian flora, Northeast China flora and North
China flora, with a very high biodiversity. Besides, within the scope of the geopark, there are many cultural relics of
Liao and Jin Dynasties, and the local Mongolian minority is of specific Mongolian culture and customs.

The atlas, “Hexigten Global Geopark of China” contains most of precious geoheritages and charming natural
sceneries in this Global Geopark, which are compiled from the viewpoints of science, art and aesthetics. The
publication of this atlas will greatly improve the construction of Hexigten Global Geopark. On the occasion of the
publication of the atlas, I am very glad to make this preface. I do hope that Hexigten Global Geopark would become
a model of seienes global geoparks.

Professor of Chinese Academy of Geological Sciences Zhao Xun
Member of UNESCO Advisory Committee of Geoparks
July 20, 2009
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INTRODUCTION TO THE GEOPARK
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There is a place, situated in Hexigten Banner (County), northwest of Chifeng City and east Inner Mongolia
plateau, full of magic artworks gifted by nature. It is the Hexigten Global Geopark.

In the geopark, there are various geological landforms and ecosystem-types, with the largest-scale, most
complete-developed and -preserved Quaternary glacial landforms in east China, the magic granite mortar
group, unique Inner Mongolian granite stone forest, the thousand-kilometer-extending Xar Moron River,
vast and boundless Dali Nur Lake, broad and beautiful Gonggar Grassland and Wulanbutong Grassland. On
February 11, 2005, this site was accepted as the membership of GGN supported by UNESCO.

Hexigten is of not only the most amazing natural sceneries, but also the profound minority culture and
inornate local customs. With an area of 1,750 km?, this geopark can serve the fragrant wine, delicious muttons
and beeves, sweet dairy foods, amazing Mongolian yurts Aobao sacrificial rite and attractive Mongolian songs
and dances.
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Panoramic View of Jingpeng Town, the seat of
Hexigten Banner
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