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LETTER OF CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 2008 AWARDING
CEREMONY OF HO LEUNG HO LEE FOUNDATION

Liu Yandong, Member of the Political Bureau of the CPC Central

Committee and the State Councilor

( October 29, 2008)

On hearing that the 2008 Annual Awarding Ceremony of Ho Leung Ho Lee
Foundation would be held ceremoniously in Beijing on October 29, 2008 to present
awards to 57 outstanding scientific and technological personnel who have won the
Prize for Scientific and Technological Achievements, the Prize for Scientific and
Technological Progress, and the Prize for Scientific and Technological Innovation,
which is a happy event of the circle of science and technology, the circle of education
and other social circles, I would like to extend, on behalf of the State Council, our
warm congratulations to all prize winners, cordial greetings to all personnel engaged
in scientific and technological work in China, and heartfelt respects to the representa-
tives of donators of the Foundation attending the ceremony.

With the support and guidance of the Central Government and the Hong Kong
SAR Government, Ho Leung Ho Lee Foundation donated and established by four pa-
triotic financial industrialists from Hong Kong, namely Ho Sin-Hang, Leung Kau-
Kui, Ho Tim and Lee Quo-Wei. Its establishment has set a successful example for
the non-government scientific and technological prizes as the largest and most influ-
ential prize of its kind. In its 14-year history, the Foundation has awarded honorable
prizes to 804 outstanding scientific and technological personnel, which has played a
critical role in promoting scientific spirit in the whole society, encouraging scientific
and technological personnel to mount the peaks of science and technology, and accel-
erating China’s scientific and technological advancement and innovation. The authori-
tative and credible prize selection records of the Foundation have won it excellent
reputation both in China and abroad. Here, I would like to extend my heartfelt

thanks to the founders, management personnel and previous and current members of
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the Selection Board for their precious contributions to China’s scientific and techno-
logical cause.

I hope that all prize-winning scientists and other scientific and technological per-
sonnel continue to make determined and persistent efforts to enhance our independent
innovation capability and make more contributions to the construction of an innovative
country. May Ho Leung Ho Lee Foundation advance with the time and make greater
contributions to the fulfillment of the sirategy of reinvigorating the country through
science and education and the strategy of strengthening the country through human

resources development and the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation.
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ADDRESS AT THE 2007 AWARDING CEREMONY OF
HO LEUNG HO LEE FOUNDATION

Wan Gang, Vice Chairman of the National Committee of the Chinese People’s Political

Consultative Conference and Minister of Science and Technology

( October 29, 2008)

Dear comrades, friends and our distinguished guests,

Today, the Ho Leung Ho Lee Foundation holds the awarding ceremony in great
joy and jubilance to present awards to Prof. Fang Jiancheng, an excellent scientist
and the winner of the 2008 HLHL Foundation’s Award for Scientific and Technologi-
cal Achievements, and other prominent scientists including 38 winners of the Award
for Scientific and Technological Progress and 18 winners of the Award for Scientific
and Technological Innovations. This is a grand event of the science and technology
circle, the education circle and other circles of the society. State Councilor Liu
Yandong sent her letter of congratulations on behalf of the State Council to warmly
congratulate the opening of the ceremony and the 57 scientists winning the HLHL a-
wards. This is a great encouragement and stimulation to us. Now, with the en-
trustment of Vice Chairman Yan Jungi and on behalf of the Standing Committee of the
National People’s Congress and the National Committee of the Chinese People’s Politi-
cal Consultative Conference, I would like to give our warm congratulations to all the
award winners, to pay our highest respect to the founders and the donor representa-
tives of Ho Leung Ho Lee Foundation for their patriotic act in sincerely supporting the
scientific and technological causes of the motherland, and to express our deepest
gratitude to of the Board of Trustees, the Selection Board and the Investment Com-
mittee of the Ho Leung Ho Lee Foundation for their excellent work!

Just now, Comrade Zhu Lilan, chairperson of the Selection Board, delivered a
great report, describing that Ho Leung Ho Lee Foundation has carried forward the

selection principle of fairness, justice and openness under the motherland’s main
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strategy of building a new type innovative country, took advantage of the powerful le-
verage of scientific and technological awards, rewarded and encouraged scientists
who have made prominent contributions to the motherland’s scientific and technologi-
cal causes, and played an important role in promoting China’s scientific and techno-
logical progress and innovation. Their achievements are both remarkable and delec-
table. The exciting and inspiring speech delivered by Prof. Fang Jiancheng shows
the ambitions of the new generation scientists in China, full of vigor and courage to
surmount new peaks in research, and expresses common feeling from the bottom of
the hearts of all award winners.

Nowadays a new science and technology revolution advances by leaps and
bounds. Revolutionary breakthroughs are about to dawn the frontiers of high technol-
ogies. New technologies and industries emerge in large groups. The shockwave of
innovations has deep impact on economic and social development. As proved by ex-
perience, in order to accelerate the development of science and technology, man-
power must be treated as the primary resource of the most importance and value.
And in order to establish and carry out the scientific outlook on development, we
must adhere to the principle of human-oriented concept and unswervingly implement
the strategies of rejuvenating the nation through science and technology and of invig-
orating the country with talents so as to speed up the formation of a team of scientific
and technological talents of high quality and high caliber and produce sufficient talent
supply for building an innovative country.

As is solemnly stated in the Constitution of the People’s Republic of China,
“The state promotes the development of the natural and social sciences, dissemi-
nates knowledge of science and technology, and commends and rewards achieve-
ments in scientific research as well as technological innovations and inventions. ”
The Law of the People’s Republic of China on Science and Technology Progress pre-
scribes: “The State shall encourage domestic and foreign organizations or individuals
to set up science funds of various kinds to finance scientific research and technologi-
cal development. ” We should not only operate well the national scientific and tech-

nological awards but also encourage and support social groups to establish scientific
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and technological awards so as to gradually improve the scientific and technological
awarding system with the government awarding as the guiding force and the awarding
of the social resources and the enterprises and institutions as the principal part, to
create a good social environment that encourages innovation and produces large surges
of innovative ideas and creative talents, and to cultivate world-class scientists and
talents leading in scientific and technological research and speed up the progress of
building an innovative country.

Fourteen years has passed since patriotic Hong Kong financers Ho Sin-hang,
Leung Kau-Kui, Ho Tim and Lee Quo-Wei founded Ho Leung Ho Lee Foundation for
the purpose of awarding excellent Chinese scientists on the mainland in March 1994.
There are 804 eminent scientists have been honored with Ho Leung Ho Lee scientific
and technological awards, which become their strong spiritual drive to advance bold-
ly on the path of scientific research. The noble vision of the founders of the HLHL
Foundation “to establish a foundation of the Chinese people to award excellent Chi-
nese scientists on China’s land” has taken deep roots in the Chinese science and
technology circle. Ho Leung Ho Lee Foundation follows the principles in science and
technology development, draws from international experience and fully considers the
practical situation in China. Its strict selection procedures and standards, standard-
ized and transparent operation mechanisms, and fair and objective selection records
has gained praises from the science and technology circle, the education circle and
other social circles in China. The Foundation’s domestic and overseas influence
grows rapidly. It is a good example of the social groups’ successes in establishing
scientific and technological awards.

Fourteen years has gone by and three of the far-sighted donors, Mr. Leung
Kau-Kui, Mr. Ho Sin-hang, and Mr. Ho Tim, have passed away successively in
their nineties. As Comrade Zhu Rongji has commended, their establishment of the
Foundation is a demonstration of a praiseworthy and noble spirit and an act that will
contribute to the development of the present age and also benefit future generations.
They will always live in our memory. To the pleasure of all, the Modification to the

Trustee Agreement was approved by the Hong Kong High Court. A smooth transition
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was completed from the senior generation to a new one of the representatives of the
foundation donors. In the recent three years HLHL Foundation has operated in com-
pliance with the strategic goal of building an innovative country, advancing with the
time and exploring progressively. It has optimized the structure of the awards, im-
proved the selection standards, and strengthened the building of a prestigious selec-
tion board. The remarkable achievements obtained in these efforts further enhanced
the Foundation’s authoritativeness and public trust. This year the new-type magnetic
suspended control moment gyroscope and other important internationally state-of-the-
art inventions of Prof. Fang Jiancheng, winner of the Award for Scientific and Tech-
nological Achievement, represent a leap in key components on earth observation sat-
ellites and large spacecrafts. And 90% of the research results of the 38 winners of
the Award for Scientific and Technological Progress are leading achievements in the
world. The 18 winners of the Award for Scientific and Technological Innovations own
231 invention patents. 94. 4% of their innovations are up to internationally leading
standards. Of all these prominent scientists, there are prestigious senior scientists
who have devoted their lives to the scientific and technological causes, middle-aged
scientists who are the backbone of the major scientific and technological projects,
the younger generation who has emerged in the tides of new science and technology
revolution, and overseas students who have studied abroad and returned the mother-
land to start their own businesses after the reform and opening up. These scientists
have made strenuous efforts to surmount new peaks in scientific research and also
prominent contribution to accelerate the modernization of China with their outstanding
scientific and technological research results and innovation achievements. These 57
award-winning scientists are creditably the representatives of the excellent scientists
working in various industrial, academic and scientific research areas and a vivid
miniature of China’s landscape of scientific and technological progress and innovation
in which a myriad of brilliant scientists shine.

As an organizational legal person of the Hong Kong SAR, HLHL Foundation
has always selected the original National Scientific and Technological Commission

and now the Ministry of Science and Technology as the superior organization of its Se-
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lection Board on the mainland ever since its foundation. Here, I would like, on be-
half of the Ministry of Science and Technology, to thank the HLHL Foundation for
their trust to the Ministry. The Ministry of Science and Technology will, as always,
in conjunction with the Ministry of Education and other relevant departments, vigor-
ously support various work of the HLHL Foundation on the mainland. We will do our
best to provide service as much as we can and vigorously support the scientific man-
agement and independent operation of the Selection Board in accordance with its rules
and regulations, free from the interference of any organization and individual. At
the same time, I sincerely hope that the Scientific and Technological Awards of Ho
Leung Ho Lee Foundation will operate with better performance, more successes and
more features to boldly advance toward the goal of establishing an internationally first-
rate scientific and technological awarding organization, and to make greater contribu-
tion to the scientific and technological progress and innovation of the motherland!
Let us solidify closer around the CPC Central Committee headed by General Sec-
retary Comrade Hu Jintao, hold high the great banner of socialism with Chinese
characteristics, deeply carry out and implement the scientific outlook on develop-
ment, and write more brilliant chapters for building an innovative country and reali-

zing the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation!
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PREFACE

Thanks to the concerted efforts of its staff and all the others who have been help-
ing it, 2008 saw Ho Leung Ho Lee Foundation keep growing at a steady pace, en-
hance its goodwill and authority, and further improve an election mechanism that is
impartial, open and just. These achievements reflect the dedication of the Board of
Trustees, Investment Committee and Selection Board, the wise guidance of consult-
ants to the Foundation, and the selfless work of all volunteers participating in the
Foundation’s activities. We are deeply grateful for these contributions.

In the past decade, our country has made substantial headway on all fronts and
we are very proud of this progress. While mindful of the huge changes in the social
and economic environments in China, the Foundation continues to adhere to the orig-
inal objectives of the four founders and to operate in accordance with the trust deed.

The Foundation’s accomplishments in 2008 were made possible by the strong
leadership of the members of the Board of Trustees, including Chairwoman Professor
Zhu Lilan, Vice Chairman Mr He Guangbei, Professor Zhao Qinping, Professor Ken-
neth Young, and Mr Raymond C F Or, as well as the support of the Selection Board.

The Foundation has developed a number of constructive reform proposals related
to the evaluation and scope of awards, in the hope of better aligning its activities to
the changing landscape and strengthening the success of its long-term operation.

The financial tsunami that hit the world’s markets last year dealt a heavy blow to
the global economy. Like many other organisations, the Foundation was not immune
to the adverse effects of this once-in-a-century event. However, we are pleased to re-
port that prudent management by the Investment Committee helped minimise the neg-
ative impact of the tsunami on the financial base of the Foundation.

Mr Raymond C F Or resigned from the offices of Member of the Board of Trus-
tees and Member of the Investment Committee in early May 2009 consequent upon his
retirement as Vice-Chairman and Chief Executive of Hang Seng Bank Limited. We
would like to thank Mr Or most sincerely for his valuable contributions to the Founda-
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