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CEA
CET-SET
CIA

CLA
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CLEC
CLT
COLSEC
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EFL
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FRR

FS
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List of Abbreviations

British National Corpus

Contrastive Analysis

Cambridge and Nottingham Corpus of Discourse in English

Computer-aided Error Analysis

College English Test-Spoken English Test
Contrastive Interlanguage Analysis
Communicative Language Ability
Computer Learner Corpora

Chinese Learner English Corpus
Communicative Language Teaching
College Learners’ Spoken English Corpus
communication strategies

Date-driven Learning

Error Analysis

English corpora of native speakers
Euclidean Distance

English as a Foreign Language

error-free T-units

Extensible Markup Language

World Exposition

First Certificate of English Examination
foreign language

foreign language teaching

false starts, repetitions and reformulations
fluency scores

University of Science and

Hong Kong

Learner Corpus
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ILA Interlanguage Analysis
ICE International Corpus of English
ICLE International Corpus of Learner English
D idiosyncratic dialect
IPA International Phonetic Alphabet
KWIC key word in context
LAD Language Acquisition Device
L1 first language
LINDSEI Louvain International Database of Spoken English Interlanguage
LL learner language
LOCNESS Louvain Corpus of Native English Essays
LT Language Transfer
LUND London-Lund Corpus
MI Mutual Information
MLR mean length of runs
MT mother tongue
NNS non-native speaker
NS native speaker
NTR non-transition-relevance
NVS non-verbal sounds
PCs prefabricated chunks
PL pause length
POS part of speech
RT reactive token
SA Stylistic Analysis
SBNC the spoken part of the British National Corpus
SECCL Spoken English Corpus of Chinese Learners
SEUL Survey of English Usage Corpus
SL second language
SLA second language acquisition
SR speech rate
SWECCL Spoken and Written English Corpus of Chinese Learners
TL target language

- UG Universal Grammar
WTO World Trade Organization
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Chapter 1 Introduction

On the basis of the data extracted from the College Learners’ Spoken English
Corpus (COLSEC), the book constitutes an attempt to analyze Chinese EFL
(English as a Foreign Language) learners’ spoken English, focusing on the
abilities which they should obtain to achieve native-like accuracy, fluency and
appropriacy in oral communication in English, the differences and similarities
amongst the EFL learners of varying levels of oral communicative ability, and the
typical problems they encounter in oral communication. It is expected that the
findings of the book are indicative of the EFL learners’ oral communicative

ability, and contributory to the teaching and learning of spoken English in China.
1.1 Motivations for the book

Three considerations underlie the selection of the present research. The first
one concerns the growing need of learning English in China. In the last decade,
China witnessed a battery of important events, such as the entry into the World
Trade Organization (WTQ), the success in hosting the 2008 Olympic Games in
Beijing and in bidding for hosting the World Exposition (EXPO) 2010 in
Shanghai. English plays an increasingly important role in facilitating international
exchange. Therefore, to have good command of English or other foreign
languages is considered to be an essential requirement for successful international
communication. As a result, at present there is an upsurge of learning English in
China, which brings about considerable changes both in the field of EFL learning
and teaching as well as the related researches. The changes are characterized by
an ever increasing self-consciousness both in English learners and teachers. For
learners, facing the challenges and competition in future job hunting, they have
to re-orient their learning aims from “for academic purpose only” to “for
communication”, Therefore there is an increasing awareness among Chinese EFL
learners, viz., it is important and urgent to improve their English oral
communicative ability. To attain native-like accuracy, fluency and appropriacy in
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