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Butterfly's Wings

® {44 / Anonymous

One day a small opening appeared on a cocoon, a man sat
and watched for the butterfly for several hours as it struggled
to force its body through that little hole. Then it seemed to stop
making any progress. It appeared as if it had gotten as far as
it could and it could go no further. So the man decided to help
the butterfly, he took a pair of scissors and snipped off the
remaining bit of the cocoon. The butterfly then emerged easily.

But it had a swellen body and small, shrivelled wings. The
man continued to watch the butterfly because he expected
that, at any moment, the wings would enlarge and expand to be
able to support the body, which would contract in time. Neither
happened! In fact, the butterfly spent the rest of its life crawling
around with a swollen body and shriveled wings. It never was
able to fly. What the man in his kindness and haste did not

understand was that the restricting cocoon and the struggle
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required for the butterfly to get through the tiny opening were
God's way of forcing fluid from the body of the butterfly into its
wings so that it would be ready for flight once it achieved its
freedom from the cocoon.

Sometimes struggles are exactly what we need in our life.
If God allowed us to go through our life without any obstacles, it
would cripple us. We would not be as strong as what we couid

have been.

| asked for strength

And God gave me difficulties to make me strong.
| asked for wisdom

And God gave me problems to solve.

| asked for courage

And God gave me danger to overcome.,

| asked for love

And God gave me troubled people to help.

| received nothing | wanted.

| received everything | needed.
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cocoon [kaku:n] n. #; BH
D The children tore the cocoon open to see if there was a pupa.
B AEEEEREEERE R,

emerge [ima:dz] v. B B EE
When patterns are broken, new worlds can emerge.
THEEHER, FiEFIELTR,

swollen ['swoulan] adj. FERKEY; BhiERy; SEMM
Her eyes were swollen with weeping.
HhICER BEERSRAG T

shrivelled [frivid] adj. T H); %FHEHN; HEN
He had become a shrivelled old man.

tEER— I FEEk.
GEEED

—BERFEERHRFEB, HEH,
Hitg, BRINBENERT,
®
ZEFHFIUERMNAEFT-HNRIE, B4, BIVAERSHRE, B
MR EETENE R,
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Then it seemed to stop making any progress.
make progress: BUEHSE; #HRE; Bt

He took a pair of scissors and snipped off the remaining bit of the
cocoon.

snip off: BIiE; B¢
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You Give too Much for Your Whistle

® {2 / Anonymous

When | was a child of seven years old, my friends, on a
holiday, filled my pocket with coppers. | went directly to a shop
where they sold toys for children; and being charmed with
the sound of a whistle, that | met by the way in the hands of
another boy, | voluntarily offered and gave all my money for
one. | then came home, and went whistling all over the house,
much plea-sed with my whistle, but disturbing all the family. My
brothers, and sisters, and cousins, understanding the bargain
| had made, told me | had given four times as much for it as
it was worth; put me in mind what good things | might have
bought with the rest of the money; and laughed at me so much
for my folly, that | cried with vexation; and the reflection gave
me more chagrin than the whistle gave me pleasure.

This, however, was afterwards of use to me, the

impression continuing on my mind; so that often, when | was
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tempted to buy some unnecessary thing, | said to myself: Don't
give too much for the whistle; and | saved my money.

As | grew up, came into the world, and observed the
actions of men, | thought | met with many, very many, who
gave too much for the whistle.

When | saw one too ambitious of court favor, sacrificing his
time in attendance on levees, his repose, his liberty, his virtue,
and perhaps his friends, to attain it, | have said to myself, this
man gives too much for his whistle.

When | saw another fond of popularity, constantly
employing himself in political bustles, neglecting his own
affairs, and ruining them by that neglect, He pays, indeed, said,
too much for his whistle.

If | knew a miser, who gave up every kind of comfortable
living, all the pleasure of doing good to others, all the esteem
of his fellow—citizens, and the joys of benevolent friendship, for
the sake of accumulating wealth, Poor man, said |, you pay too
much for your whistle.

When | met with a man of pleasure, sacrificing every
laudable improvement of the mind, or of his fortune, to mere
corporeal sensations, and ruining his health in their pursuit,
Mistaken man, said |, you are providing pain for yourself,
instead of pleasure; you give too much for your whistle.

If | see one fond of appearance, or fine clothes, fine
houses, fine furniture, free equipages, all above his fortune, for
which he contracts debts, and ends his career in a prison, Alas!
Say |, he has paid dear, very dear, for his whistle.

When | see a beautiful sweet—tempered girl married to

an ill-natured brute of a husband. What a pity, say |, that she
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should pay so much for a whistle!

In short, | conceive that great part of the miseries of
mankind are brought upon them by the false estimates they
have made of the value of things, and by their giving too much

for their whistles.
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