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idea occurred to me was the image of the Inner-Mongolian wrestlers — “The Eagles of

Prairie”. Their gestures were like eagles challenging the opponents with disdain ;their ¢,
exquisite garments as gorgeous as costumes of Chinese Opera, especially the colorful N

ribbons King Ga, on the neckline of the waistcoats as a symbol of eagle feather and the

scale of the wrestlers. The flying ribbons in the wind and the solid waistcoats of armor

match perfectly. A blow of wind from prairies whirling in my brain excited me and (%)

inspired me with the image of steeds speeding on the grassland. Suddenly, riders of
every age and every ethnic group quickly popped up just as a film flashing in my
sight! My writing passion was ignited!

It is of great significance to introduce athletic clothing at the specific time of
2008 Beijing Olympic Games. According to The Olympic Charter;, “Olympism is a
philosophy of life, exalting and combining in a balanced whole the qualities of body,
will and mind. Blending sport with culture and education, Olympism seeks to create
a way of life based on the joy of effort, the educational value of good example and
respect for universal fundamental ethical principles.” Mr. J. A. Samaranch, the former
President of the IOC said that the Olympic principle was beyond athletic competi-
tion itself to the most extensive and the safest sense. The Special Olympic World
Games of 2007 was closed on October 13™, in Shanghai. The special athletes from all
over the world gathered in Shanghai and struggled tenaciously in the competitions,
whose height of lives peaked! I was so touched by the Olympic spirits around me! I
really felt the power of the Olympic Games! The 2008 Beijing Olympic Games are
worth the pride of every Chinese. We will write this feeling of peace, health, and
friendship into the book.... The book of clothing and competitive Sports can not be
without the complex of the Olympic Games. The traditional sports with specific
features are the sacred crown of olive branches in ancient Greece and the distinctive
naked sport events and wrestling. The immersion of high-tech in athletic clothing at
present is well worth noticing. Designs for the wearing of different sport events, such

as swimwear and running shoes, etc. have absorbed the wisdom and strength of the
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experts from all the countries for quite a long time.

So far, the two subjects of the book have been decided, namely; national athletic
clothes and Olympic sports wears. What other contents should be included in this
book? The enjoyment of the CCTV sports news and the consultation of some related
materials helped the opening of my thought! Several keywords quickly came to my
mind, “shady green trees, speed, strength, and women”. Therefore, the framework of
the whole book was then established.

In the process of information collection, different sport events are categorized
more specifically to different chapters. Take Chapter Four for example, “Are the two
big mountains, the Taihang and the Wangwu still there? I, the bearded man who wears
leather belt could pull down a mountain with my might”. In this part, I highlight the
description of the dress for the power-based sports, where five items with distinctive
features are chosen. They are: (a) from the “the leather bandage” to the modern boxing
gloves; (b) the reformer of Ice Hockey helmets - Porento; (c) the meaning of colors to
the belt in Tackwondo; (d) the bodybuilding Champion- Arnold Schwarzenegger; (e)
the armored grid-man, where costumes are combined with sports and cultures.

A coincidence could hardly be denied. The book was completed when the
Olympic torch relay finished its trip abroad and continued its domestic journey,
which brought the Olympic spirit so close to us! The Chinese people with the
Olympic torch in hands ran to various parts of the motherland. The five-starred red
flags can be seen everywhere. They are displayed on the way of the torch relay, along
the streets, in the residential areas or on the windows of university dorms. They are
also set on automobiles, motorcycles, scooters, and bicycles. All the Chinese people
who watch the torch relay are correspondingly fully decorated, with the red flags and
slogans in hands, wearing T-shirts with pictures of The Frendlies, the Olympic flag,
or with the characters of “Cheer for the Olympic!” and “Come on! China!” Regardless
of their sexes, ages, people’s faces, arms and hats are all pasted or painted with the
bright logo of the Five-Starred Red Flag! We are so touched by the scenes of their
clothes and images! It is the agreement with the Olympic spirit! It is also a manifes-
tation of the patriotism!

By the time the book is in its last proofreading, the 2008 Beijing Olympic
Games have already solemnly opened. Guests in sports communities from all over the
world are gathering in Beijing, and witnessing the realization of the Olympic dream of
the Chinese nation! As a researcher of costumes, it is definitely my great honor to
exhibit the competitive culture of clothes to readers at this time of great significance!
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