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JANE EYRE

Jane Eyre
Act I % Scene 1

Drawing room in the Reed family house — Gateshead. The room is tastefully
furnished and luxurious. A chaise-longue is situated centrally. YOUNG JANE
EYRE enters the room cautiously, quietly closing the door behind her. She
carries a book. She carefully crosses the room to a curtain that she pulls back to
reveal a window seat. She sits, begins to read and closes the curtain so she
cannot be seen. After a short pause, JOHN REED noisily enters the room.

JOHN Miserable girl! Where the devil is she?
(JANE appears from behind the curtain.)

JANE What do you want?

JOHN Say, “‘What do you want, Master Reed?’ [ want you to
come here.

(JANE approaches JOHN and stands before him. He circles
her, pulling faces, then strikes her violently. JANE recoils
from the impact.)

That is for your sneaky way of getting behind curtains,
and for the look you had in your eyes, you rat! What
were you doing behind the curtain?

JANE I was reading.
JOHN Show me the book.

(JANE returns to the window and fetches the book. JOHN
snatches it from her.)

BT AT e T S T it T
e

1 drawing room # £ %, 2 Gateshead % X #E(ZEK W E k). 3 tastefully adv. 4 &k, .
4 luxurious adj. £ #, 4 ty, 5 chaise-longuen. —# M (RE—XHEH, A-RENKTF).
6 reveal v. B, %£%. 7 miserable adj. £4#, WHt#, 8 the devil [5 who what, where, why # ]
(%%, 5K, %A, 9 pulling faces # % % . 10 recoil v. 4 /7 & , 11 impact v. ft## , % %, 12 sneaky adj.
W, BEE . 13snatchv, #, &,
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ACTI
SCENE 1

DRAMASCRIPTS

JANE

JOHN

BESSIE

MRS REED

MISS ABBOT

JANE
MISS ABBOT

You have no business to take our books. You're
dependent on us, mama says. You have no money
because your father left you none. You ought to beg,
and not live here with well-bred people like us, eating
the same meals we do, and wearing clothes at our
mama’s expense. I'll teach you to steal from my
bookshelves: everything in the house belongs to me, or
will do in a few years. Get out of here!

(JANE turns to leave. The book is thrown at her and strikes
with enough force to knock her forwards.)

(Screaming.) Wicked, cruel boy! You're no better than a
murderer.

What? Dare you say that to me? How dare you?

(JOHN runs headlong at JANE; he grasps her hair while
punching and kicking her. BESSIE enters, closely followed
by MRS REED and MISS ABBOT.)

(Pulling them apart.) Jane! What on earth do you think
you are doing, attacking Master John in such a
manner?

Take her to the closet and lock her in there.

(MRS REED and JOHN leave the room. BESSIE pulls
JANE away. JANE is screaming and struggling to get free
from BESSIE and MISS ABBOT as they drag her towards a
closet at the far end of the room.)

Shame on you, Miss Eyre, to strike the young
gentleman, your guardian’s son. Your young master.

Master! How is he my master? Am I a servant?

(Sharply.) No, You're less than a servant. You do

™ T A o T o i ot ™

1 well-bred adj. # ## #. 2 wicked adj. 5 #, %ty 3 headlong adv. k 7§ 4. ‘4 punch v. /i % 3
B, ‘5 closetn. AR # 4. 6 Shame onyou [H]EZ ! FAF M 1A A (=For shame! Think
shame!) 7 guardian n. §i 4 A,



ACTI
JANE EYRE SCENE 1

BESSIE

MISS ABBOT

BESSIE
MISS ABBOT

JANE

nothing for your keep. (To BESSIE.) This was always in
her. I've often told Missis my opinion about the child,
and Missis agreed with me. I never saw a girl of her
age with such an evil nature.

(With concern.) You ought to be aware, Miss, if Mrs
Reed were to turn you out, you would have to go to
the poorhouse.

(JANE appears disinterested.)

And do not think of yourself as an equal just because
Missis kindly allows you to be brought up here. It’s
your place to be humble.

What we tell you is for your own good.

Besides, God will punish you. He might strike you
dead in the middle of your tantrums. I wouldn’t have
your heart for anything. Say your prayers, Miss Eyre,
when you are by yourself. If you don’t repent,
something bad might come down the chimney and
fetch you away.

(The closet door is opened.)

(Frightened.) You can’t put me in there.

(JANE screams as she is pushed inside the closet.)
(Tearfully.) It's so unfair! He is the spiteful one. It isn’t me.

(The door is closed and locked. BESSIE and Miss ABBOT
leave the room. JANE rattles the doors from the inside.)

1 poorhouse n. & K [, 2 bring up ¥, # &, '3 humble adj. ## #, 4N # . 4 for you own good
b 445, 5 tantrum n. % ¢ 4..in the middle of one’s tantrums iF 7 % A X i 4 # B 4% . 6 repent v. 1R,
J6 ¥, T chimney n. Jg # , ‘8 spiteful adj. L&, F R, 9 rattle v. fF----- o5 v




