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of the Yangtze River
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Scenes on Baixian Lake in Zhouzhuang = [&E - EHil# S &
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Peaceful water town of Wuzheng (by Ma Yuanhao) &4 - 5'fi#fih/K % (% Lidb
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A living ancient town of Xitang
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The ancient Fangsheng Bridge (Ming Dynasty) in Zhujiajiao &% - HZAES (BAR)







INTRODUCTION

In modern times, the reference of the south of the Yangtze River
area is narrowed down to the south of Jiangsu Province and the
north of Zhejiang Province, namely Suzhou, Jiaxing, Huzhou and
their surrounding areas.

The area is within the subtropical zone. With vast plains, a mild
climate, ample sunshine and a long frost-free season, this area
enjoys fertility and convenient transportation. Joined by the
Yangtze River, Taihu Lake, Yangchen Lake and other rivers and
lakes, this area has developed a sophisticated water network.

The historic water towns in the South of the Yangtze River, with
similar natural and cultural backgrounds, function both as
human habitations and an economic network, which has been
formed by an active economy. Therefore, they hold an important
position in the history of Chinese culture and economy.
Furthermore, with their unique layout characterized by a pastoral
living environment composed of "households amidst small bridges
and murmuring brooks", these towns have gradually acquired a
regional culture and architecture style unique to its own.
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