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Dragon Festival of Huayao Yi

Abstract

The ritual Display not only representates the practice of the performers’ lives
symbolically, but also delivers the culture and values of their own to others, so that
participants in the ceremony are given the new perspective as well as culture shock. This
paper takes the case of dragon sacrifice — Dragon Festival of Huayao Yi in Malishu village.
Authors comprehensively exposits the cultural meaning of Dragon Festival of Huayao Yij,
based on depicting process and content of ritual Festival. The paper is also set in the new
social background, and finds the contemporary features of the ceremony.

The paper contains six chapters:

The first chapter describes the history and general situation of Malishu village. This
village was founded in the early Qianlong, now it belongs to the Longwu Town of Shiping
County, Yunnan province. There are terraced fields in tiers and many green trees surrounding
the village. Villagers plant flue-cured tobacco and radish as their main source of income.
Residential buildings are cascading soil-made houses. Folk customs is simple.

The second chapter elaborates the historical origins of Dragon Festival of Huayao Yj,
on the basis of the folklore, such as the ancestor of Huayao Yi named Long(A Long) who
sacrificed himself to killing the monsters, at the end he became the mountain and land.

The third chapter discusses the basic elements of the ritual — Dragon Festival of
Huayao Yi. The subjects of the Festival are all villagers. The object is ancestor of Yi named

Long. The mediums are Dragon Lord and Bimo. The place usually is the Long forest near the



village, and the implements mainly are Scriptures and pig used to sacrifice dragon.

The fourth chapter describes the process of Dragon Festival of Huayao Yi. The Festival
is divided into three parts, receiving, dancing and sending-off. Receiving is the process that
villagers are leaded by Dragon Lord to the forest then invite Dragon God, and the ceremony
is sacred; then, is dancing, which refers the process that villagers hold various song and
dance performances in the village, and the perform is torrid and cheerful; sending-off is
the last part of the Dragon Festival, which stands for the process that villagers get rid of the
Wight and escort the Dragon God back to the dragon forest.

The fifth chapter exposits culture connotation of Dragon Festival, combining the
process of ritual Display. Dragon Festival is the external representation of traditional culture
of Huayao Yi, foreign participants can get the local custom what should be done and what
should not be done. The festival also is living material to understand the traditional culture
of Huayao Yi.

The sixth chapter discusses the contemporary characteristics of the Dragon Festival.
Dragon festival is a usual culture activity. With the social development, the festival increased
a number of entertainments about amuse man and God relative to simplifying the traditional
Festival. Now Dragon Festival is gradually becoming entertainment activities for villagers

interacting their affection and visiting friends and relatives.
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