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RS PEARLE

WAR AND MODERN CHINESE
LITERATURE

—THEORITICALLY REARSERCH ON THE
MODERN WAR NOVELS

Chinese military literature has gradually reached its maturity
and Involed a variety of political, economical, social, religious,
cultural and even psychological characteristics, distinguishing it
from ancient military literature in this century. The dissertation
is focused on the War and Modern Chinese Military literature,
especially on the war novels. The works involved 6 parts totally.

The introduction generalized the historical traits of war liter-
ature in ancient societies of eastern and western and expressed its
influences on the modern military literature. The conventional ig-
nificance of we-stward military literature includes ideas of hero-
adoring or self-adoring with inexorable intimacy of invading. Yet
at all times Chinese ancient military literature received social cha-
allenges which concentrating on perpetuated political power, moral
Spirit and Confucius ideology and led to a long-lived period of the
thinking way or injustice war . The ancient literature reinforced the
consciousness of justice war.

Chapter 1 analyzed the essence of war and the relationship
between war in mankind and the literature of modern society .

Chapter 2 analyzed the forming process development and vitality

of modern Chinese military literature. The first theme of modern
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Chinese literature is “the Enlightenment to the Chinese and culture
Spirits ” during “the 4™ of May ” Movement period; the second main
theme of modern Chinese literatures Saving and Struggling for the
Chinese Nation” during occupied times. The war novels in modern
Chinese literature also invoked the people and constituted a savage
and satirical attraction on anti-Japanese suffering. The spirit of
decades was summed up by the reviewers “enlightenment, survival
and politics”, this attracted war novels to eliminate the modern
writing methods and engaged in our ancient heritage of writing. Our
writers always successfully, skillfully developed old wars of writing
such as realism but very fewer plunged themselves into modernism.
At the war times the literary aims was infused with the spirits of
protesting against Japanese invaders, so the principle of writing was
much inherited from its classical form.

Chapter 3, 4 theoretically emphasized the construction of war
novels. It consisted of two parts: the external direct implication and
the internal indirect implication. The external implication generously
covered nationalism, patriotism and heroism for the causes of radical
and changeable politics in war times; the internal implication actually
concerned with the war lifestyles or problems of ultimate humanita-
rianism historical spirits and philosophic ideals in postwar times.
The successful novels elaborately stowed for the internal implication
which fixed one of aesthetic practical pursuits. Over the past two
decades, Chinese contemporary war novels predominantly estern-
based, largely humanitarian-inspired, strictly psyche rule abided
in its aim. The new generation war novel writers began in their novels

as an era of new excitements and rich promises, finding new forms
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and venues for an idea of novel as experiment much of this had its
roots in the western poetics. The realistic, the formal and the moral
aspects of traditions writing were now challenged, as narrow, li-
miting, repressive. Open forms were persistently preferred to closed
ones. In the war novels writing process, they emphasized subjectivity
over ob-reactivity self-creation over consensus. In many respects
they looked back to the original achievements of modernism, and
especially to the spirit of modemism or post modernism.

Chapter 5 presented comparative study with intercultural and
interdictplenary features of Chinese and Soviet war novels. Chinese
and Soviet had common characteristics such as political propagan-
dizes, fictional theme limitations, traditional realism and remarkable
achievements. As the quite different aspects of literary circumstances
to Soviet war novels were insist delved into consciousness but

Chinese war novels were scarcely explored.
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