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How the Steel Was Tempered

How the Steel Was Tempered is one of the most renowned nov-
els of the twentieth century. Prior to the disaggregation of the for-
mer Soviet Union, the book had been published over 600 times and
translated into 160 languages. It is a famous “textbook” of behavior
for young people all over the world. :

In 1930, undaunted by his paralysis and blindness, Nikolai Os-
trovsky, a Ukraine writer, began work on first novel, How The
Steel Was Tempered.

How the Steel Was Tempered centers on a young Ukrainian lad
in 1916, Pavel Korchagin, who has just been expelled from Father
Vasili’s school. His mother finds him a job in a local kitchen and he
soon finds out the meaning of hard work, while his eyes become
opened to all the vicissitudes of a. corrupt and demoralised society.
Working long, hard shifts for next to nothing while seeing bosses
living the high life gives him a healthy anti-bourgeois instinct which

is to stand him in good stead in years to come.
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