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PART 1
COMPREHENSION

1. The GMDSS will provide Maritime Safety Informa-
tion( MSI) that is navigational and meteorological warn-
ings and urgent information to shipping. A NAVTEX re-
ceiver receives MSI broadcast from NAVTEX stations.
Within the area of INMARSAT coverage, an EGC receiver
receives MSI via INMARSAT Safety NET™ service. MF/
HF radiotelephone with NBDP terminal receives the MSI

sent from coast stations.

(1)The word “shipping” here means .
A.a ship B. shipping companies

C. ships in navigation D. shipping industry

(2)The INMARSAT SafetyNET™ service isa ___ service.
A.Time B. meteorological warning
C. SafetyNET terminal D. on-board

(3)Will MF/HF radiotelephone receive the MSI from coast stations
alone?

A. Yes,it will.

B. No, it will not receive the MSI from ship stations.

C. No. It receives the MSI from ship stations.

D. Only with the NBDP terminal, will it receive the MSI from
coast stations.

(4) The title of this passage you may choose is



A. Navigation Warning

B. Functions of the GMDSS

C. One of the Main Functions of the GMDSS
D. Maritime Safety Information
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2. Select the coast earth station through which you wish
<o establish the call. The CES must be operating within the
same ocean region that you are currently using. Particular
care should be taken in selecting CESs in areas where o-
cean regions overlap. In Western European waters there is
actually an overlap of three ocean regions, where ships may
receive unwanted signals from unwanted satellites.

(1)This passage is about
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A. how to operate the CES in overlapped area
B. how to establish a communication channel
C. how to select a coast earth station

D. how to keep in touch with any CES

(2)The CES operater has to choose for establishment of
the call.
A.any CES B. the appropriate CES
C. the nearest port radio D. the most powerful radio

{3)Mariners should pay much attention in the overlapped area owing

to

A. complicated circumstances B. changeable atmospheric pres-

sure
C. strong wrong signals D. large density of traffic
(4) There is actually an overlapped area of __ocean regions

somewhere in Western European Waters.

A.more than two B. as many as three
C. less than two D. up to four
RE
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3. Distress traffic consists of all messages relating to the
immediate assistance required by the ship in distress, in-
cluding search and rescue communications and signals for
locating. The rescue coordination centre responsible for
controlling a search and rescue operation will also control
the distress traffic relating to the incident and may impose

silence on stations which interfere with that traffic.

(D) are also distress traffic.
A. Signals for locating B. Safety communications
C. Light signals D. VHF communications

(2)Why do some stations keep silence?
A. They are not in the distress traffic.
B. They will affect the transmission of distress traffic.
C. They are not responsible for search and rescue.

D. Their power is very weak.

(3)Which of the following has the same meaning as the phrase °

lating to”?
A.owing 10 B.such as
C. concerning D. for instance
(4)This passage tells us
A. some stations may have interference
B. the distress vessel requires assistance
C. what distress traffic consists of and who will control it

D. how to send out signals for locating

By
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4. For communication between two stations the ARQ
mode should be used when available. For transmission from
one coast or ship station to two or more other stations the
FEC mode should be used when available. The services
provided by each sation open to public correspondence shall
be indicated in the list of coast stations and in the list of

ship stations, together with information on charging.

(1) This passage is adopted from
A. the instructions of the GMDSS
B. the list of the ship stations
C. the list of the coast stations
D. the Radio Regulations
(2)The ARQ mode should be applied

A.when two stations communicate with each other

B.in any radio equipment and at any time
C. when one ship station transmits message to another station
D. for communication among several stations

(3)The FEC mode is for from station to two or

more other stations when available.

A. recetving messages/one coast



B. transmission/one coast or ship
C. communicating/one ship
D. contacting/other
(4)The services provided by each station open to public correspon-
dence in the lists of both coast and ship stations.
A. should not be made known B. are usually excluded

C. will show in detail D. ought to be made known
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5. Since it was used at sea more than 90 years ago, radio
has helped to save the lives of tens of thousands of people.
But, even so, the existing system has a number of basic
flaws which can not be overcome using traditional, terres-

trial techniques. To tackle this problem, the world’s first
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communication satellite, Telstar, was put into orbit in

1962, which was to transform the global communication.

(1)Radio system more than 90 years ago.
A. has been used at sea
B. was invented
C. came into use at sea
D. saved tens of thousands of people
(2) The first communication satellite was used to
A. take the place of radio system
B. introduce a new life-saving system
C. save the vessels in distress exclusively
D. improve the land communication
(3) Traditional and terrestrial techniques
A. can help radio system to overcome its flaws
B. are useless to radio system today
C. now are out of date
D. are unable to perfect the existing system
(4)In this passage, “the existing system”means
A. a radio system using traditional , terrestrial techniques
B. a modern system which has been used to transform global
communication
C. the satellite system covering the whole globe
D. a global system operated by INMARSAT
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6. Some ship earth stations have the ability to “search”
when changing ocean regions, this means that the terminal
will carry out a sector search of all visible areas of the sky
to find the strongest signals.

This facility should be used with caution when the
vessel is in an area where more than one ocean region over-
laps. The signals obtained at your terminal may not be the

signals from the required satellite.

(1) According to the passage, some SESs are capable of
when changing ocean regions.
A. searching the ocean area
B. searching for the vessel in distress
C. locating the vessel in distress
D. finding the strongest signals

(2)In the passage, “this facility” means
A. a ship station with the search ability
B. an SES provided with the function of searching

- 10 -



C.a coast earth station
D. the signal station sending signals
(3)Why should the mariners be very careful when the vessel is in an
overlapped region? Because
A. the condition there is very complicated
B. the weather is always terrible
C. the signals are so strong

D. their SES may receive wrong signals
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7. When the EPIRB in the upright position is put into
water, transmission will start independent of the switch at
the top of it.

Transmission will stop when the beacon is lifted out
of the water. When it is stored in an inverted position, the
beacon will become inactive, due to the mercury switch in
the battery unit.

The mounting place of the beacon should be quite

high up on the vessel, protected from environmental condi-
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tions such as direct seaspray, chemicals, exhaust and vibra-

tions.

(1) The transmission will start
A. when it is in an inverted position
B. after it is put into water

C. until it is in water of some depth

D. as soon as it is put into water in the u

pright position

(2) The auto-operation of the EPIRB is mainly controlled by

A. the switch on the top of it
B. the operator

C. the mercury switch in the battery unit
D. turning the switch “ON” or “OFF”

(3) The beacon may sea water, chemicals and any other

environmental conditions, according to the passage.

A. work well regardless of
B. be damaged by
C. get rid of
D. not be destroyed by
(4) The beacon should be mounted
harmful conditions.
A. at a regular place
B. anywhere on board
C. at the higher place on the vessel
D.in one of the holds

to be protected from



