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Preface

by Ren Jiyu

Peking University’ s founding,dates back to the end of 19th century . However, it
did not function as the full-fledged Metropolitan University of Peking until the
-20th century . While the world had waved through the ruins left in the wake of
two World Wars during the first half of the 20th century,the scholars and stu—
dents of Peking University,in their own unique way,had also experienced an ex—

tremely trying half a century.

The threshold of the Twentieth Century was marked by Troops of Eight Foreign
Powers’ occupation of Peking.The campus of Peking University was occupied by
the Russian army.After the withdrawal of the invading troops,the University was
left with desolate libraries and battered labs.As such,it is no exaggeration to say
that Peking University’ s formative years were in the shadow of calamity and ex—

treme hardship.

This volume of Scripts by Peking University > s Prominent Scholars of the Twen—
tieth Century includes the scripts of some of the most renowned scholars.They are
not only the initiators of modern science and enlightenment,but also forerunners of
contemporary educational institutions.Except for Shen Yinmo who was known as a
poet and calligrapher in his own right,the rest of the selected scholars are not
noted for their skills in calligraphy,but for their character,academic achievements,
and foresights.Many of the selected authors earn respect from the academic circle
as well as the society at large.The scripts are vivid testimonials of the trials and
tribulations that mark their academic and personal pilgrimage.In due course,gen—
eration after generation have benefited from their teachings and spiritual heritage.
During this century long period,each of the selected scholars has made a notable

contribution for his (or her)own time and field of study.The scripts of Sun Jianai,



Zhang Baixi,Zhang Hengjia, Wu Rulun,Xu Jingcheng,Zhao Xi,and Lao Naixuan
remind us of the adversities they faced as they started to initiate modern educa—
tion. Their reform efforts called for courage and fortitude to battle dominating con—
servatism and push forward new educational policies.Mr.Wu Rulun went abroad
to conduct a thorough survey of modern educational systems and teaching mater—

ials’ coverage.

Founding an educational institution is quite different from establishing a political
regime.In the latter case,the old government ceases to exert its influence after the
new regime comes to power.However,a university acts as an institution that
transmits culture.Since there is no hard and fast line between old and new cul—
ture,cultural innovation often lags behind political transformation.In 1915,a few
years into the existence of the newly founded Republic of China,Mr.Hu Renyuan,
then President of Peking University,was still receiving the traditional title of
“Zhong Da Fu” from the government,and the teaching of Confucian classics still
prevailed at that historical point.

The historical May 4th Movement finally allowed Peking University to be liber—
ated from the bondage of traditional education.Mr.Cai Yuanpei,then President of
Peking University was at the helm of this great reform.With a solid grounding in
the essence of Chinese traditions on the one hand,Mr.Cai Yuanpei on the other
hand was able to attract many young scholars with Western educational back—

ground who in turn brought a breath of fresh air into Peking University .

Mr. Cai Yuanpei had himself passed the late Qing Dynasty’ s Civil Examination,
known as Ke Ju,and was a member of the Court Academy known as Han Lin.
He was the first to welcome Western modern science and to introduce the Euro—
pean and American university systems into Peking University . Open—minded and
far—sighted, Mr.Cai attracted quite a few talented scholars, many of whom went
for his personal integrity and intellectual insight.Mr.Cai focused on merit without

regard to family backgrounds,seniority,personal beliefs or political positions. As a




result, Peking University achieved eminence through its pool of renowned scholars
and its active academic life.It became known as a center of learning and a forum
for intellectual debate.Among the prominent scholars,Chen Duxiu,Li Dazhao,Hu
Shi, Chen Yuan,Lu Xun,and Liu Fu promoted the New Culture Movement ; Liang
Shuming,Liu Shipei,and Gu Hongming advocated the rejuvenation of old traditions.
Peking University started a tutorial system in China . Moreover , Peking University
was the first one to introduce the Co—ed system admitting female students.Under
the banner of Science and Democracy,Peking University opened a new chapter in

China’ s academic and educational history.

Led by the most prominent scholars of the time, Peking University also became
the cradle for promising young educators who later on proved to be the backbone
of China’ s educational system. Some of the Peking University graduates were
among those who paved the course of China’s revolution;some of them literally
laid their lives at the foundation of the New China.In the academic world,they
were the icebreaker of the obsolete thinking and superstitious beliefs as they strived
to spread new knowledge of science,philosophy and research methodology . Thor—
oughly trained in both Chinese and Western learning, Peking University’ s scholars
were at the forefront of innovation and creative thinking.At that time,both schol—
ars and students from Peking University displayed liveliness of mind and freedom
in thinking and thereby introduced new academic styles to the whole country.
Many of the authors of these scripts have become the leading figures in their re—
spective fields of study.They embody the mainstream of China’s academic devel—

opment in the twentieth century.

What readers can get from this collection of scripts are mainly personal letters
and notes rather than formal calligraphic works(such as vertical or horizontal rolls,
or fan spread).As the old saying goes,one’ s character is embodied in one’ s aca—
demic work and vice versa.These works reflect genuine individualities with no
pretension. They bring us vivid images of the authors,which in turn reminds us of
what Peking University had gone through in their times.Different authors display

6



different styles,be it serious or casual in expression.Some demonstrated freedom in
thinking , while others expressed simplicity and ease in nature.However,they share
one thing in common.That is,they achieved excellence through naturalness in
wording,depth in thinking and elegance in style.Undoubtedly,the impact of these

works of art will persist.

During the second half of the twentieth century,particularly after the founding
of New China,Peking University began a new phase of growth.It requires no less
effort to develop a new China than to found it since shaping a socialist China is
a challenging course with no experience to borrow from the past.After thirty
years of effort,Peking University,as well as the rest of China,has finally found its
right way.In the well-known essay of “Beida in My Eyes” written by Lu Xun
some seven or eight decades ago,this renowned Chinese scholar concluded that
Peking University was all about innovation and revolution.To be sure,this insight—
ful comment was meant for the very Peking University and its social background
at that particular historical moment.In 1998, Peking University celebrated its Cent—
ennial Anniversary.Life carries on,and now,four or five years after its centenary,
the spirit of innovation and revolution continues to motivate new generations,and

will surely shine forth.

December 2002
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Notes (on the use of this book)

1.All authors of scripts in this book,are those former or current staff or faculty
of Peking University (including The Metropolitan University of Peking)who have
made great contribution in some subjects of study like an initiator such as aca—

demicians of the Chinese Academy of Sciences,etc.

2.The period of outstanding achievements of authors in this book is limited to
20th century.

3.The arrangement of series of scripts is according to the date of birth of the

authors.Except for one or two in consideration of space and format of the page.

4.All dimensions in this book reflect the size of the original copies.
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