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China has advanced and developed tremendously in the last decade. This is not only true for the e-
conomy but also for the landscape of many big cities. It is heartening to see so many well — maintained
trees and beautiful flowering plants along major roads and highways. As the landscaping industry
grows, there is a growing need for more information on plants and how they can be used for gardening
and landscaping.

In a conversation a few years ago, Dr. Strong told me that most of the professionals in ornamental
horticulture in China are trained in Northern China (Beijing), Central China (Wuhan), and East China
(Nanjing). As a result, there are very few publications on ornamental horticulture for the tropical and
subtropical regions. In fact many of the plants grown in the tropical and the subtropical region are con-
sidered as greenhouse plants in books by authors trained in temperate regions, Because many of the
tropical plants are very delicate, beautiful, and can tolerate low light conditions, numerous authors
have mistakenly classified them as indoor or foliage plants. This misconception is unfortunate because
this is not how they grow in their natural habitat and many of them can be used for outdoor landscaping
in the tropics. Dr. Strong told me that it is his wish to publish a book on tropical plants for landscaping
which is useful for those who work in tropical and the subtropical regions of China. I am pleased that
Dr Song’s dream has finally come true with the publication of this monumental book.

Dr. Strong graduated from Huazhong Agricultural University with a degree in ornamental horti-
culture. After that, he taught and carried out research in Hainan, and earned his Masters and Doctoral
degrees in gardening plants and ornamental horticulture from the Beijing Forestry University. Subse-
quently, he also did postdoctoral research at the Institute of Botany, the Chinese Academy of Sciences
at Beijing. There is none other who is more suitable to undertake the task of writing this book.

The purpose of this text is to assist students, nurserymen, landscape architects, educators, home-
owners, and others useful and practical information on the landscape plants used in the tropics and the
subtropical regions. Its landscape notes suggest several possible uses for each plant. However but the
notes are not intended to be all — inclusive. Individual creativity regarding usage is encouraged.

I would like to congratulate Dr. Strong for such a great achievement. It is my wish for this comprehensive
reference work to continue to educate, motivate, inspire and nurture the interest and awareness of the plants it

covers, and that it will enable the landscape industry to grow even further in China.
Dr. Yam Tim Wing

Singapore Botanic Gardens
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