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Folk Songs of the Anung in Bingzhongluo

Abstract

Folk songs among the Anung people, as a form of cultural practice, not only bear social
and cultural functions (in aspects such as the narration of legends, offering of sacrifice,
celebrations, education, amusement, marriage and love affairs, praise and so on) but have
also received, and themselves expreés, profound cultural meanings in their capacity as
symbolic entities. In the Bingzhongluo area of the Nujiang valley region of Yunnan, which is
a multicultural (and especially multi-religious) context, Anung folk songs are characterized
by multicultural features too. There are various types of Anung folk songs, including Banju,
Kru, Yi, Man'gong or Wewe, Yimeng, Luole or Rila, etc. Among these, Banju embodies and
transmits through singing (as the primary form and source of folk songs) essential concepts
among the Anung that lie at the core of their culture. Kru focuses on the expression and
strengthening of various structures and relationships within the Anung culture. Both Banju
and Kru carry and express symbolic meanings and social functions as necessary elements and
carriers of culture, and in some sense are characterized by each other.

Owing to its own limitations, Banju is now on the verge of extinction on account of social
and cultural changes among the Anung. Kru and other songs which originated from Tibetan

songs in Deqin County have become the dominant form of folk songs in actual use, but are



confronted with the same problem — namely, the impact of contemporary pop music and
religious music. Since the 1950s these have included songs praising the Communist Party and
Chairman Mao as well as the new China and the reforms and opening up of the country. From
the 1980s themes included local scenes and love — again, greatly characteristic of the times.
After the 1990s both Roman Catholic and Protestant hymns were added as new elements to
the family of Anung songs and these have become the major or even the only type of songs for
some religious believers.

In a multicultural context, elements of other folk songs — Tibetan songs for instance
— have been absorbed into those of the Anung but their primary structures are based on the
Anung culture and are made into one cultural body through a long-term process of cultural
integration. As a result, they have greatly enriched folk songs among the Anung instead of
undermining their indigenous characteristics. In terms of religious beliefs, Lamaists have
received Anung traditional activities in their entirety and Catholics also accept and participate
in most of them; Protestants never intervene but also never participate in any of the singing
and dancing. As Anung folk songs embody multicultural characteristics in a concentrated

form, an interpretation of their folk songs is also an interpretation of Anung culture itself.
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