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Preface

In recent years, more and more people have taken an interest in the Chinese
language, and the number of Chinese learners is on the rise. This book aims to teach a
basic knowledge of Chinese pronunciation, grammar and vocabulary to beginners of
the language. It uses highly practical, day-to-day sentences, to speedily and efficiently
integrate students into the world of learning Chinese.

This textbook has the following objectives and uses:

1. To act as an effective guide to learn Chinese pronunciation and pinyin.

2. To enhance students’ abilities of reading, writing and recognition of simplified
Chinese characters.

3. To introduce over 260 commonly used, basic Chinese vocabulary words, plus
nearly 80 grammatical structures to lay a solid foundation for further learning.

4. Interesting texts accompanied by lively illustrations, ensure that students find
learning Chinese fun.

5. For the convenience of both teachers and students, the explanations and notes
about pronunciation and grammar are provided in English.

6. Accompanied by listening materials in MP3 format to help teachers guide their
students through the various exercises.

As a person who has been engaged in teaching Chinese as a foreign language for
several decades, I hereby dedicate this book, a culmination of my years of teaching

experience, to the readers.

Zhang Yajun
Oklahoma City
January, 2010
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£1iE Conversation (3

A s R

NY hao!

B . 1R4F!

NY hao!

A . REFE?

NY hdo ma?

B $ ﬁ’?&%o

W& hén hdo.

B . &IL!

Zaijian.

A FIL!

Zaijian.

Hello!

Hello!

How are you?

I am very well.

Goodbye.

Goodbye.

% — W

Lesson 1
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i3  Vocabulary Q

1. 4R you (singular)
ni

2. 4F good, well
hdo

3. g (an interrogative particle )
ma

4. % I, me
wo

5. 1R very
hén

6. -0 goodbye
zQijian

REIFED  Activity

Werite the number of the correct answer in the balloon.
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(1) Zaijian.  (2) NY hdo ma? (3) N hdo!  (4) W& hén hdo.

iEE Chinese Phonetics ‘ é

Vowels
a o) e i u G
Consonants

b p m f d t n |

Combinations of Consonants and Vowels

bo po mo fo de te ne le
ba pa ma fa da ta na la
bu pu mu fu du tu nu lu
Tones

ba ba bad ba
mad md m& ma
Nt ni ni ni

wo wé wd  wo
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Chinese Pronunciation

® Chinese is a language with different tones. There are four basic tones in Putonghua
(Mandarin Chinese), which are indicated respectively by the following tone marks: “ - ”(the

(the second tone), “ * ’(the third tone),” \ > (the fourth tone ). A syllable, when

pronounced in a different tone, has a different meaning.

/9

first tone),

e e The Unaspirated and Aspirated

The unaspirated “ b” and aspirated “ p” are pronounced in exactly the same manner as
regards tongue positions. So are “ d ” and “ t ”. The only difference is that, in pronouncing the
(13 t ”»

aspirated “ p ”, and , the air is puffed out strongly, whereas with the unaspirated “ b ” and

“d ” the air is let out with a pop through the lips.

eee The Changes of Tones

When two third tone syllables are adjacent, the first one is pronounced in the second

tone, e.g., “ni hdo — ni h&o”, “ hén hdo — hén hao”.

eee®e The Neutral Tone

Some syllables can lose their original tones when they are unstressed and take on a feeble

tone. This is known as the neutral tone, which is shown without any tone marks, e.g., “ N{ hdo ma?”

&% Grammar

e Ni hdo.
“Ni h&o.” is a common greeting in Chinese people’s daily life. It can be used in the

morning, afternoon, and evening. It also can be used when you meet somebody for the first

time. The answer to it is also “Ni hdo.”
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ee Ni hdo ma? The Interrogative Sentences (1)
“Ma” is put at the end of an affirmative sentence, it is used interrogatively and forms a
question, e.g., “Ni hdo. — NV hdo ma? (Hello — How are you?)”, “Ta shi xuésheng. — Ta

shi xuésheng ma? (He is a student — Is he a student?)”.

eee W5 hén hdo.
The structure [hé&n + adj.] can be used to indicate a high degree. However, in a sentence
like “W& hén h&o”, the word “hé&n” does not explicitly convey the idea of degree. It merely

¥

verifies the idea of “W& hdo”. It serves to adjust the number of syllables in the sentence, as

“h&o” is monosyllabic.

eeee Sentence with an Adjective Predicate
Unlike English adjectives, the Chinese equivalents can be directly used as a predicate in
a sentence without a linking verb, e.g., “W& hén hdo. (I’'m fine.)”, “Zhé bé&n shd hén xin.

(This book is very new.)”

i /NE1iE Chinese Characters

Chinese characters are written separately in squares with each one representing one
sound. All the Chinese characters are made of at least one of the eight basic strokes. The eight

basic strokes and the ways to write them are:

(1) horizontal — (héng) a line written from left to right

(2) vertical | (sht) aline written from top to bottom

(3) dot > (dign) written diagonally from the left top to the right
bottom

(4) left falling stroke J  (pié¢)  adiagonal line written from right to left with a
small curve

(5) right falling stroke . (ng) a diagonal slant from left top to right bottom

(6) rising stroke / (t) a line with a small slant from left bottom to
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right top
(7) hook I (gdu) avertical stroke with a small hook at the end
(8) turning stroke —  (zhé)  a horizontal stroke and a small vertical one

together without the pencil leaving the paper

The rules for the order of strokes when writing characters are generally as follows:
(1) First top then bottom.

(2) First left then right.

(3) First horizontal then vertical.

(4) First left stroke then right stroke.

(5) First outside then inside.

(6) First middle then the two sides.

(7) Finish the inside then enclose.

"B Extension

Word Bank ‘e
1. BELF all right
ting hdo
2. Agh not bad
bd cud
3. AT LA That’s all right.
hai k&yi
4. R just so-so, neither good nor bad
mdamahaha
5. N not good

bu h&o



6. KEREE T bad, terrible

zGogdo tou le

%4.>] Exercises

1. Role-play (using the expressions you learn from the lesson).

2. Trace over the red characters with black using the correct stroke order.
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H T 0 A AR

| H B AR R R B R R
iR
yuﬁuﬂuﬁuﬁuﬁbﬁumuﬂuﬂu

3. Listen and add the tone marks. ‘8

(1) na (2)te
(3) du du @) lu lu
(5) mi mi (6) po po

4. Listen to the Conversation. ‘3
S. Listen to the Vocabulary. ‘8

6. Listen to the vocabulary in Word Bank. ‘ 3

7. Write the Chinese characters.

(1) hdo (2) zai 3) ni

@ma_ (5)hén Gyws

(7 jian




