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Abstract

After the Cold War, America’s global alliance system
doesn’t come to an end naturally. On the contrary, it obtains
new dynamics and strengthens itself step by step over time. Now
it has become the sole huge alliance network in the world. Alli-
ance relationship between America and Australia (ANZUS Trea-
ty signed in 1951 symbols the formation of the alliance) is the
important part of the system, at the same time the “southern an-
chor” of the America’s Asia-Pacific Security Strategy. With the
traditional notion of military alliances as a tool for aggregating
power, ANZUS was formed based on threat-oriented. After the
Cold War, the alliance couldn’t find the direction and experi-
enced the “drift” period. From the mid-90s of last century, two
countries strengthened the cooperation and coordination in re-
gional affairs. Alliance existence was mainly based on order-ori-
ented. Since September 11, 2001, the alliance has been readjus-
ted and consolidated comprehensively. Australia has become

America’s oldest friend and closest ally in the Asia-Pacific re-
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gion. In recent years, with the deep development of globalization
and multipolarization, the alliance is ongoing dramatic change.
China factor in the alliance is increasing. Development of Sinoc-A-
merican-Australian trilateral relationship has far-reaching impact
on the US-Australia alliance and the Asia-Pacific security pat-
tern.

The book illustrates the evolution of ANZUS, and its great
influence on bilateral and multilateral relationship, regional and
global affairs. Based on above analysis, different kinds of alli-
ance theories such as Realism, Liberal Institutionalism and Con-
structivism have been applied in ANZUS case study. The book e-
laborates ANZUS alliance from three angles; {factor analysis of
the alliance, benefits and costs evaluation, and domestic politics
of these two countries. Then the book analyzes four reasons why
the alliance has been consolidated and strengthened after the
Cold War. On the other hand, restrictions to ANZUS are also
developed which will limit the future cooperation, such as dis-
parity in power, influence and interests between the partners, al-
liance security dilemma; either becoming “entrapped” in an ally’s
conflicts or being “abandoned” by that ally as a result of not do-
ing so. In addition, the change of international and domestic sit-
uation would have negative effects on the future development of
ANZUS. So the book forecasts that in the long run ANZUS may
probably come to laxation.

The book is organized as follows. The preface illustrates the
reasons for choosing the topic, reviews the literature on the sub-

ject, and outlines the main research methods, new ideas etc.
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Chapter 1 outlines the historical evolution of ANZUS from the
germination before the Second World War, to the formation and
transition during the Cold War. Chapter 2 considers the dramatic
changes of international and regional situation after the cold war,
examines the reasons and characteristics of the “drift” period
during the first half period of 90s. Chapter 3 analyzes the back-
ground, motivation and characteristics of alliance adjustment
during the second half of 90s. Chapter 4 elaborates the readjust-
ment of the alliance after “9 » 11”, focused on the comprehensive
enhancement of this relationship. Chapter 5 analyzes the dramat-
ic change of the alliance with the deep development of globaliza-
tion and multipolarization. Chapter 6 involves the China factor in
the alliance, and its influence on the regional security pattern.
Chapter 7 outlines different schools of alliance theories, and ap-
plies these theories to explain the reasons for ANZUS persistence
and consolidation after the Cold War, and predicts its future

prospects.
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