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Abstract

Under the background of continuous developing integration of global e-
conomy, “Polycentric Urban Region” is not only the basic form of spatial or-
ganization that city alliances in developed countries and regions participate in
international competition, but also a general phenomenon and universal char-
acteristic of the spatial evolution while urbanization development reaches the
high-level stage. In the present continuous development situation of city re-
gionalization and regional urbanization, The Yangtze River Delta, as a leader
of economic development and a fortress of participating in international compe-
tition in China, is confronting with a strategic choice of finding an independent
developing road under the paradox of globalization and localization.

The results of study indicate the two characters of development in Yan-
gtze River Delta since carrying out the reform and opening policies; one is that
the polycentric spatial structure emerges in Yangtze River Delta during a 30-
years market-oriented reform and the continuous urbanization, which approa-
ches to the status in developed countries and regions; the other is that the de-
velopment of the study area demonstrates an evident feature of system reform.,
and the space coordinated development is rather costly and difficult because of
the long-term planned economy, Most of the projects are oriented by the “gen-
eral phenomena and laws” of the development of polycentric region. According
to the current situation of the Yangtze River Delta, based on the research of
the spatial structure of metropolitan Hangzhou and other 16 cities, a theoreti-
cal model that based on the regional spatial coordinated development of current
China’s system transformation period has been established through logical de-

duction. The meaning of the model towards the theoretical research has been
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summarized, and the policy system and related strategy comments of estab-
lishing mature developed polycentric region at Yangtze River Delta have been
proposed.

{1) Theoretical guidance:

The research of the spatial evolution and development of polycentric re-
gion must consider the transaction cost factor under different system, The
strategy designation of Yangtze River Delta’s development should focus on the
principle of the combination of “microcosmic mechanism” and “ macroscopic
mechanism”. The research of “system, structure and performances” should be
treated as a related integrity of the polycentric region to make the transaction
efficiency become a core category of the regional development theory.

{2)Strategy comments:

To establish free, perfect regional markets as soon as possible;

To improve the government’s macro-control and guiding ability;

To promote the unified planning and coordinated construction of the re-
gional infrastructure network;

To plan the distribution of urban system characterized by “concentration,
dispersion and polycentricty”;

To optimize the spatial distribution of the regional industry;

To establish the regional development fund;

To achieve the objective of the division of main-functional zone;

To improve the related policy, promote the sustained healthy develop-

ment of the polycentric region.

Keywords: Polycentric Urban Region, spatial structure, coordinated de-

velopment, Yangtze River Delta
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