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One day, a horsewhip-seller came to a market. His
horsewhip didn’t seem good.

A man asked, “How much is your horsewhip?” The price
the seller offered surprised him, “50,000 copper coins.” The
buyer said, “Are you crazy? This kind of horsewhip costs at
most 50 copper coins. Why is yours so expensive? How about
50 copper coins?” The horsewhip-seller suddenly laughed
and paid no attention to him. The buyer asked tentatively,
“Then how about 500 copper coins?”” The horsewhip-seller
appeared to be very angry. The man knew that the horsewhip
wasn’t worth that much, but he wanted to tease the horsewhip-
seller. So he said again, “OK, should 5,000 copper coins be
enough?” The horsewhip-seller was so angry that he shouted,
“Go away if you don’t want to buy it. I’ll sell it at 50,000
copper coins by all means!”

Just then, a rich childe came to buy a horsewhip. When
he saw the seller insisting in selling his horsewhip at such a
high price, he believed that there was really something special
about it. He bought it with 50,000 copper coins and then
showed off with it everywhere.

An expert took the horsewhip and examined at it closely.
Shaking his head, he asked the childe, “What’s special about
the horsewhip that makes you buy it with 50,000 copper
coins?” The rich childe answered, “I like its shiny golden
color. Besides, the horsewhip-seller mentioned a lot of good
things about it.” Without saying more about it, the expert put

.2



the horsewhip inside some hot water. Soon the horsewhip
twisted, shrank, and the golden color was gone.

The childe then understood that the horsewhip was bad.
But he didn’t want to lose face, so he used the horsewhip for
three years. Once when he rode out to play, he whipped the
horse a little bit hard and the horsewhip broke. He fell down
from the horse and got hurt.

The horsewhip-seller took advantage of the rich childe’s
vanity to sell bad things. If one’s only thought is to show off
rather than be realistic, he will surely suffer losses.
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In the Warring States Period of China, there was a learned
philosopher named Gongsun Long. He had many disciples
and each of them had their own talents. Gongsun Long once
told his disciples that he liked people with skills and didn’t
like to be with those who had no skills.

Hearing of Gongsun Long, one man came to him and
asked to become his disciple. Seeing that man with ordinary
appearance and clothes, Gongsun Long said, “I don’t want to
have anything to do with people who have no skills. I wonder
what skills you have.”

That man answered, “I don’t have big skills except for a
good voice. I can shout very loudly so that people very far
away can hear me. Few people can do the same.”

Seeing the scornful looks on the faces of his disciples,
Gongsun Long asked them to compete with him.

So the disciples chose among them the one with the
loudest voice to compete with that man. They both went to
the back of a small hill 500 meters away and shouted to the
direction of Gongsun Long. No sound could be heard except
the man’s. So Gongsun Long took him in. However, the
disciples still didn’t think much of him: Does shouting deserve
the title of a skill? What is the use of it?

Before long, Gongsun Long took his disciples to the state
of Yan. They met a very wide river on their way. No boat
could be found on this side of the river, but there was one on
the other side. At the end of the boat sat an idle boatman.



Gongsun Long told the loud-voice disciple he just took
in to call the boat. The disciple put his hands around his mouth
and shouted loudly. The sound was as loud as a large bell and
reached the other bank. The boatman stood up and rowed the
boat towards them very soon. The other disciples started to
admire their teacher as well as the new friend.

So it seems that skills, no matter big or small, all have
their own uses. We shouldn’t look down upon small skills,
because they can play very important roles at critical moments.
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A man wanted to pay a visit to the county magistrate for
getting a position in the office. In order to please the magistrate,
he first went to see his subordinates to find out what the
magistrate liked.

He asked one of the magistrate’s subordinates, “What are
the magistrate’s hobbies?”

The subordinate told him, “The magistrate likes to read
in his spare time. I often see he is absorbed in reading The
Biography of Gongyang.”

Keeping this in mind, the man visited the magistrate with
confidence. The magistrate asked him, “What do you like to
read in your spare time?”

The man answered at once, “l only read The Biography
of Gongyang. | don’t like other books.”

The magistrate went on, “Well then, I’d like to ask you
who killed Chen Tuo?”

The man actually had never read The Biography of
Gongyang and didn’t know that Chen Tuo was a character in
the book. He thought for quite a while and believed that the
magistrate was asking about a homicide case in the county.
Therefore he answered, “I’ve never killed a person in all my
life and I don’t know that a man named Chen Tuo was killed.”

On hearing this ridiculous answer, the magistrate knew
at once that the man had never read the book. He wanted to
tease the man, so he asked, “Since you didn’t kill Chen Tuo,
then can you tell me who killed him?”
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